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R.A.D. Studies Introduction
 
What is RAD?
 
Radically Active Discipleship was the trademark characteristic of the early church. Nothing about it was tired or apathetic. Nothing about it conformed very well to the ways of the world. These ordinary people had found something that was worth more than the treasures of this temporary existence combined. They were so absolutely certain of the reality of what they believed that they based their whole lives on it daily. It changed them. They were not ordinary any longer.
 
This exciting way of life is still a reality to those who follow the Lord of life. It is not to be confused with the lifeless and artificial forms of Christianity we often see today. It is not to be mistaken for the legalistic and ritualistic discipleship of many exclusive orders today. The true disciples of Jesus follow Him. They do the things He did, they live as He lived, and they love as He loved.
 
This study and devotional series begins as an introduction to the Christian faith, and then examines in greater detail the realities of the faith that we embrace. It is for the Christian, and it is for the person still considering Christ. It is for anyone who seeks to know the One who transforms people into RADICALLY ACTIVE DISCIPLES!
 
 
The Study Format
 
These studies are designed in groups of seven. You can do them in a week, or take your time and do them as time allows. Each "week" we will look at a different topic.
 
The first day of your "week" (day 1) is the main Bible study. This is the day you will be spending the most time on. You will be looking up different scripture verses, and writing down answers. You will need a Bible to do these assignments. We recommend the New International Version (NIV). It's a great translation that's easy to understand. All these studies are designed for use with the NIV. BibleGateway.com is a good site online to find a variety of Bible translations.
 
After the first day study, you will have five short daily devotional sections (devo's) to read, think about, and pray about. You will have one devo each day for the next five days of your week (days 2-6). Usually there will be no more than one scripture verse to look up for each devo, so they won't take long! There will always be "Points to Ponder" that you can think about during the day.
 
On the last day of your week (day 7) you will answer a few questions in detail about what you have learned in that week's study. If you like, you can look back at the Bible study as you answer the questions. We suggest that you write your answers in a journal.
 
Please take the full 28 days to complete this course! If you rush ahead you will not be able to think about the weekly lessons and daily devo's long enough to really retain what you have learned. Be wise - take your time!
 
IT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO TEACHES US AND LEADS US INTO ALL TRUTH AS WE STUDY GOD'S WORD. LET HIM GUIDE YOU AS YOU STUDY THE TRUTH IN THESE PAGES...
 
 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984, by the International Bible Society.
 
Copyright 1991 Sanctuary International. All rights reserved. Reproduction rights granted within the following guidelines: Text is to remain unaltered and may not be used for resale.

Month 1
 
WEEK 1
Day 1 Study  –  Who is Jesus Christ?
Day 2 Devo  –  The Word of God
Day 3 Devo  –  The Glory of the Son
Day 4 Devo  –  The Feeding of 5000
Day 5 Devo  –  Walking on Water
Day 6 Devo  –  The Returning King
Day 7 Questions  –  Week 1 (Who is Jesus Christ)
 
WEEK 2
Day 8 Study  –  The Sin Problem
Day 9 Devo  –  The Messiah of Prophecy
Day 10 Devo  –  The Torture of the Trial
Day 11 Devo  –  Father, Forgive Them
Day 12 Devo  –  The New Testament
Day 13 Devo  –  Alive Forever
Day 14 Questions  –  Week 2 (The Sin Problem)
 
WEEK 3
Day 15 Study  –  The Act of Believing
Day 16 Devo  –  Rejoicing in Heaven
Day 17 Devo  –  The Prodigal Son
Day 18 Devo  –  The Pharisee and Tax Collector
Day 19 Devo  –  Ready to Believe
Day 20 Devo  –  The Living Water
Day 21 Questions  –  Week 3 (The Act of Believing)
 
WEEK 4
Day 22 Study  –  The New Creation
Day 23 Devo  –  Take up the Cross
Day 24 Devo  –  Transformed
Day 25 Devo  –  Pleasing God
Day 26 Devo  –  The Fruit of the Spirit
Day 27 Devo  –  The Fruit of Love
Day 28 Questions  –  Week 4 (The New Creation)
 
Day 1 Study  –  Who is Jesus Christ?
 
Drawn by God
"Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with Him to be executed. When they came to the place called The Skull, there they crucified Him, along with the criminals-one on His right, the other on His left. Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." And they divided up His clothes by casting lots.
 
The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at Him. They said, "He saved others; let Him save Himself if He is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.
 
The soldiers also came up and mocked Him. They offered Him wine vinegar and said, "if you are the king of Jews, save yourself." There was a written notice above Him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.
 
One of the criminals hurled insults at Him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!"
But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong."
-- Luke 23: 32-41
 
This is the most important question that you will ever have to answer. Your entire life, both now and throughout eternity, is based on your genuine, heart-felt response to that question. Almost everyone seems to have an opinion about who Jesus Christ is, but many people's opinions are very far from the truth. To find out who Jesus really is all about you'll have to first consider two things:
 
1)What Jesus said about Himself.
 
2)What those who knew Him (both friends and enemies) said about Him.
 
We will find all of this in the Holy Bible.
 
What did Jesus say about Himself?
Jesus made many astounding claims about who He was. Look up the following scriptures and write down what Jesus said regarding His identity.
 
❖Read about the name God gave Himself in Exodus 3:13-15, many hundreds of years before Jesus was born on earth.
 
❖Now read John 8:51-58. Who did Jesus claim to be?
 
 
❖Read John 10: 24-33. What did Jesus say about His relationship to God the Father? (verse 30)
 
 
❖Why did the Jewish leaders say that they wanted to Him? (verse 33)
 
 
❖Read Matthew 26: 62-66. What three titles does Jesus apply to Himself here?
 
 
Jesus called himself the Christ, the Son of God. and the Son of Man. He made it clear that He and God the Father were One: He even referred to Himself by the proper name of God - "I AM." Now those were some pretty strong statements for Jesus to make about Himself! Each statement was clear to His audience; there was no mistake - Jesus claimed to be God in the flesh - God becoming a man!
 
Liar, Lunatic, or Lord of All?
Some people today are willing to believe that Jesus was some kind of wise moral teacher, but not that He was God.
 
As C.S. Lewis famously pointed out, there is a big problem with this type of thinking. If Jesus was not really God as He said He was, He couldn't be a wise moral teacher. He would either be a liar or a lunatic. Either He was purposely lying about His claims, or He was severely mentally disturbed. There's no way He could be dishonest or insane and still be moral and wise. These things just do not go together. We must come to the conclusion that He was either a liar, a lunatic, or Lord of all!
 
What did others say about Him?
Jesus' disciples also made many bold statements about who Jesus was. Look up the following scriptures, and write down what they said about His identity.
 
❖Read Matthew 16: 13-17. Who did the apostle Peter say Jesus was?
 
 
❖Read John 20: 28. What did the apostle Thomas call Jesus?
 
 
❖Read John 1: 14-18. How does John refer to Jesus in verse 18?
 
 
❖Read John 1: 49. Who does Nathanael recognize Jesus to be?
 
 
It was not only Jesus' disciples and friends who recognized His deity (godhood). In the following scriptures we will see the testimony of the Roman officers at the crucifixion, and even the testimony of the demons of hell.
 
❖Read Matthew 27: 54. What did the officer realize when he saw the events at Jesus' crucifixion?
 
 
❖Read Mark 3: 11-12. What did the evil spirits continually call Jesus?
 
 
❖Read Luke 8: 26-28. What did the demon possessing the man at the tombs call Jesus?
 
 
How did Jesus prove His deity?
As you have seen, it is quite clear that Jesus claimed to be God the Son, equal with God the Father, and many others also believed it. But Jesus did more than claim it. He proved it over and over again. Jesus did a multitude of miracles while He was on earth, that no mortal man could have done. 
 
Read the following verses and explain how Jesus demonstrated His power, and proved His deity.
 
❖Read Luke 5: 17-26. How did Jesus prove that He had the power to forgive sins, as only God can do?
 
 
❖Read Luke 8: 22-25. How did Jesus prove that He even had nature under His control?
 
 
❖Read Luke 7: 11-16. How did Jesus demonstrate that He even had power over life and death?
 
The ultimate proof
Although the miracles we have seen so far were quite conclusive by themselves, Jesus went on to provide the ultimate proof of His deity after He was crucified and buried. 
 
Read the following verses, and then answer the next question.
 
❖Read Matthew 28: 1-10
❖Read Luke 24: 1-8, and 36-43
❖Read Acts 1: 3, and Acts 2: 22-36
 
What is the greatest proof of Jesus' claim to be God the Son?
 
 
The importance of Jesus Christ's deity
Not only did Jesus claim to be God the Son, but He proved it. This means that His words need to be taken very seriously. Every word He said is true and must be trusted - it is God's Word for us! Our lives depend on it. With this in mind, let's look at something else that Jesus made very clear:
 
God the Son is the ONLY way to God the Father
 
❖Read John 14: 6. What three things did Jesus say that He was?
 
 
What is the only way for us to come to the Father?
 
 
What about others who claimed to be a way?
In John 10: 8, Jesus told his audience that all of the impostors that had come before Him were "thieves and robbers!" He did not use kind terms to describe those who came trying to lead his children astray. He did not call them "misguided men with good intentions." He called them "thieves and robbers." In God's eyes they were hard-core criminals trying to hurt His loved ones.
 
❖Read Luke 21. 8. What does Jesus tell us not to do here?
 
 
❖Read Acts 4: 12. What does this tell you about religions that do not follow Christ? Have they also found salvation?
 
 
Why did the Father send the Son?
▸In John 3: 16, Jesus tells us: "For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life."
 
We will discuss more about God's love for us and His plan of salvation through Jesus Christ in the next two weeks.
 
Starting tomorrow, we will begin our series of five daily devo's (1 each day for days 2-6) focusing on the deity of Jesus Christ. The day after we finish the devo's (day 7) we will answer some questions about what we've learned, and then go on to week two!
 
Day 2 Devo  –  The Word of God
 
In the beginning of the book of Genesis, when God created all things, He spoke them into being simply by His powerful Word. When He said "Let there be light," there was light. Everything He said instantly became exactly as He commanded it to be.
 
God is all-powerful. He has the power to do anything He wants to do, and there is no one who can stop Him. He speaks, and it is so. Nothing can withstand the Word of God.
 
The Word of God is actually a part of God. The Word is a living extension of God the Father Himself. To be very clear - the Word of God is God. Like God the Father, the Word of God is a person. He is everlasting, and He is all-powerful. And by this part of God called The Word, God does everything that He has purposed to do. Everything.
 
❖So, Who is this powerful Word of God? Read John 1: 1-18.
 
 
When God humbled Himself in love to become flesh and blood, and live with us here on earth as a man, He did it in the same way that He created us - through The Word. It was the Word of God that actually took on the fleshly body of a man, to demonstrate the love of God toward us. God the Son is The Word. We know Him as Jesus Christ, God in the flesh.
 
Point to Ponder
Not only can we trust everything that Jesus said because He spoke the words of God, we can trust Him because He is the all-powerful Word of God!
 
Day 3 Devo  –  The Glory of the Son
 
In the verses we read yesterday from John chapter 1, John talked abut having seen the glory of Christ.
 
"The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth." (John 1 :14)
 
The apostle John was one who saw the glory of the Son of God with his own eyes. The first time that he saw it was during the time that Jesus was still on earth as a man.
 
❖Read Matthew 17: 1-9.
 
Jesus wants us to be with Him and forever see His glory, and that is the destiny of all those who love Him. The desire to see Him glorified is the purest and holiest desire we can ever have.
 
The following verse is John 17: 24, as Jesus is praying to the Father shortly before His crucifixion.
 
"Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory You have given me because You loved me before the creation of the world."
 
Point to Ponder
The greatest thrill of all time will be the day we enter the Kingdom of God. With our own eyes we'll see our mighty Lord Jesus sitting on His throne in heavenly glory, arrayed in all His kingly splendor, shining like the sun for all eternity.
 
Day 4 Devo  –  The Feeding of 5000
 
The Creator of all the Universe still has power over His creation, and is still able to create. One occasion where Jesus showed this power clearly was in the feeding of five thousand men (and also many women and children) who had followed Jesus out into a solitary place.
 
❖Read Matthew 14: 13-21
 
Jesus took only five loaves of bread and two fish, and miraculously multiplied them to feed over five thousand people! When all the people were full, the leftover bread that was collected up again filled twelve baskets!
 
In verse 16 Jesus said to his disciples, "Give them something to eat.' It may not seem like a significant statement but remember, when the Word of God says something, IT WILL BE ! The Word said "Feed them" and they were fed! It happened just because He said so. This is the same powerful Word that created all things.
 
Point to Ponder
This same power is working in our behalf today. We can trust every word that Jesus has spoken, because He is the Word, and He makes it happen! Everything He has promised to us He has spoken into being, and who can stop Him? It is absolutely sure for all eternity.
 
Day 5 Devo  –  Walking on Water
 
In our first day lesson, we saw the power of Jesus over his creation when He commanded the storm and the sea to be still, and immediately it was. Jesus again showed His power over nature in the last part of the chapter we started reading yesterday.
 
❖Read Matthew 14: 22-32
 
The disciples were terrified when they first saw Jesus walking on the water. They were naturally frightened at the thought of anything that was not subject to the laws of their reality. At first the disciples thought they were seeing a ghost, and cried out in fear. But once they knew that it was their Master and Friend displaying this awesome power, they had nothing to fear. Peter was so bold as to ask Jesus to prove His power further by letting Peter also walk on the water with Him. Jesus said "Come." That was ail that was necessary - He had told Peter to walk on water, and Peter did.
 
The problem arose when Peter began to think about the strong wind and the waves. He once again thought about the laws of nature that he was breaking. He realized, "I can't do this - I am just a man!" It was when he doubted the Word that Jesus had spoken, he began to sink. As Jesus caught him, He asked him, "Why did you doubt?" Why believe the laws of nature more than the One who created it?
 
Point to Ponder
We can trust the power of God's Word more than any reality we know. God is reality. This world is not. There will come a day when all of our earthly boundaries are removed, but God's Word forever remains.
 
Day 6 Devo  –  The Returning King
 
"At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. And He will send His angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather His elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.
 
❖Jesus (Matthew 24: 30-31)
 
Those who love Jesus Christ hope for His return above anything else. At the time of His return, the believers will be forever thrilled to see His awesome glory and power, but the unbelievers will cower in terror before Him. When the ones who rejected Jesus finally see Him as He really is - the eternal Mighty God - it will be much more than they can endure. The sight of His glory will truly be a terrible nightmare to them, but it will be pure ecstasy to His loved ones!
 
The apostle John saw a vision of His return in Revelation 19: 11-16. Today, this verse will be our Point to Ponder.
 
Point to Ponder
I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice He judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on His head are many crowns. He has a name written on Him that no one knows but He Himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and His name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven were following Him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of His mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. He will rule them with an iron scepter. He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On His robe and on His thigh He has this name written:
"KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS"
 
Day 7 Questions  –  Week 1 (Who is Jesus Christ)
 
Take your time and answer the following question. You can look back at the study if you like. Write your answer in your journal.
 
 
1)Please describe who you think Jesus Christ is, and then explain why you believe that.
 
Day 8 Study  –  The Sin Problem
 
In the beginning...
God created man in the image of God. In many important ways, we bear the likeness of our Father Creator.
 
God is a Trinity, or three-part being. He has revealed Himself to us as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
 
These three parts of the Godhead are all one, and co-exist in perfect unity: Man also is a Trinity of sorts - he is made up of body, soul and spirit. The spirit of man is eternal, just as God is eternal. The man's spirit lives on even after the body is destroyed. None of the animals that God made have this spirit dimension. They are not eternal creatures.
 
God represents the supreme level of intelligence and creativity, as we can see clearly from the universe that He created. Man is also an intelligent and creative being, unlike any of the animals God made.
 
Man was created to have fellowship with his Creator. This is the entire reason for our existence. God intended to love and cherish us forever, and desired for us to love and honor Him completely. He created within us a deep longing for Him that nothing else can ever satisfy. Even today, we search far and wide trying to fill the strange emptiness that remains in our innermost being. Until we finally fulfill the reason for our existence, we never have real peace.
 
The deceiver
God also created many other types of eternal beings that exist in the spiritual realm. Angels are one such type of being. They exist all around us, yet are unseen most of the time, and are recognized almost none of the time.
 
Long ago one of the most beautiful and powerful angels rebelled against his Creator, God. Lucifer was this angel, and he wanted to be like God who made him. In the blindness of his pride he imagined that he could actually be greater than God Almighty. God judged this rebel for his high treason, and sentenced him to an eternity in a lake of fire. His sentence begins when time as we know it has finally come to an end. Until then, this deceiver spends his remaining time trying to lead mankind away from God and into his own damnation. We know this fallen angel as Satan, or the devil. Satan hates God and everything about God. He especially despises us because of the fact that God loves us dearly, and because of the fact that we are created in the image of God.
 
The fall of man
When God created Adam & Eve, they lived in His presence and had intimate fellowship with Him. They lived in a beautiful garden named Eden where there was no sickness, no pain, and no death. There were two unique trees in the middle of the garden, different from all the others. One was the tree of life, from which they could freely eat. The other tree was the tree of knowledge of good and evil. God told Adam and Eve never to eat the fruit of that tree. The knowledge of good and evil would cause them to die!
 
Disguised as a serpent, Satan tempted Eve to disobey God. Satan told her that if she would eat of the forbidden tree she would be just like God, knowing good and evil. The desire to be like God had caused Satan's own fall and it was the same desire that Satan used to tempt Adam and Eve. The story of the fall of man is in Genesis chapter 3. You can read about it on your own if you would like.
 
The effects of sin:
Sin causes separation from God. When Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, they did indeed learn the difference between good and evil, as they experienced evil for the first time. But now it was too late. They could never go back to the time before they knew the difference. Because of their sin, they now experienced horrible guilt, shame and fear before God. The beautiful fellowship was forever broken.
 
▸"Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong..." (Habakkuk 1: 13)
 
Because God is absolute perfection, He cannot allow anything impure to touch His flawless being. He is a HOLY GOD, and no sin can ever dwell in His glorious presence. After Adam and Eve sinned against God by disobeying Him, they could never again come into His presence.
 
Sin causes slavery
▸"I tell you truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin." -Jesus (John 8: 34)
 
Once sin dwells in us, we become its servants. We do not control it, it controls us. We are the servants of the one we yield ourselves to obey. If we decided tomorrow that we would no longer sin, we still could not stop ourselves from sinning by our own power. We are not strong enough in ourselves to break the chains that bind us. We remain slaves of sin.
 
Sin brings death
▸"...Sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned..." (Romans 5: 12)
 
Sin is like an infectious disease that has affected all mankind since Adam and Eve, and today our sin also separates us from God. The penalty for our sin is death. The perfect justice of God requires this payment for sin. There is no exception. The imminent death that we all face today is the result of our sin, which separates us from the life-giving God.
 
Sin brings judgment
▸"...The devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulphur... If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire." 
(Revelation 20: 10a, 15)
 
After the physical death of our bodies, our eternal spirits must also be destined for the place God made for sin and for the author of sin, Satan. This place is the lake of fire. Hell was not created for man, but in mankind's decision to follow the rebellious leading of Satan, instead of obeying God; we ourselves have chosen this destiny.
 
What is sin?
Read the following verses and write down their definitions of sin.
 
❖Psalm 51: 4a
 
❖James 4: 17
 
❖1 John 3: 4
 
In the last verses, we see that sin is the breaking of God's law, either by doing what is evil to God, or by not doing the good that we are commanded to do. What exactly is God's law? Although we will not talk extensively about it here, we can see the whole spirit of the law in the following verse:
 
❖Read Mark 12: 28-31. What are the most important commandments that God has given us?
 
 
 
Who is guilty of sin?
 
❖Read Romans 3: 23. Who has sinned?
 
 
❖Read Romans 3:10. Who is righteous?
 
 
A victory for the devil?
At first, it would appear that Satan had succeeded in his evil quest. He had successfully led all of God's children away from their Father, into the slavery of sin, and doomed them to death and eternal judgment. But there was something Satan did not know - Even before the creation of the world, God had put in motion a plan that would defeat Satan once and for all! Now the time had come for the ultimate victory. And the one who came to our rescue was the Mighty Son of God,
 
▸"The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work." (1 John 3: 8b)
 
The Good News!
All of us are guilty of sin and deserving of God's judgment, and there is no one of us righteous according to God's standard of perfection. We were all lost, without any hope in the world, and no way to get back to God. But God, in His great love and mercy toward us, made a way for us to be forgiven and once again have fellowship with Him! God's plan of salvation is called the Gospel, which means Good News. There are a few points that are important in understanding the Gospel:
 
Jesus Christ was God in the flesh
If you have any question about this, please refer back to week one.
 
Jesus Christ was without sin
▸"...(He was) tempted in every way, just as we are - yet was without sin." (Hebrews 4: 15b)
 
▸"...He appeared so that He might take away our sins. And in Him is no sin." (1 John 3: 5)
 
Since Jesus was God, He couldn't sin, because God is perfect righteousness and holiness. As we learned in the beginning of this lesson, God cannot condone sin in any form.
 
Death is the penalty we all must pay for our sins. Because Jesus never sinned, He didn't have to pay the penalty. Jesus did not have to die! Yet that is exactly why He came to earth.
 
Why did Jesus come to die?
 
❖Read Mark 10: 45. What did Jesus say was the reason that He came to give His life?
 
 
❖Read Matthew 26: 26-28. Here Jesus is talking His disciples right before His death. What is the reason He gave that His blood must be shed?
 
 
The sacrifice for sin
 
❖Read 2 Corinthians 5: 21. What did Jesus become for us?
 
 
What can we become IN HIM as a result of this?
This is the miracle of our salvation! The Son of God traded His perfect righteousness to bear all of our sins Himself in His death. God the Father accepted this perfect sacrifice as payment in full for every sin ever committed, once and for all. We have been redeemed by the blood of God's precious Son, which covers all of our sins. In God's sight, we are now righteous. God actually credits the righteousness of Jesus to everyone that puts their trust in Him. Through Jesus Christ we can once again come into fellowship with our Heavenly Father. The separation caused by sin is destroyed.
 
▸"For Christ died for sins once and for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body, but made alive in the Spirit." (1 Peter 3: 18)
 
▸"...You were redeemed ... with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. Through Him you believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and glorified Him..." 
(1 Peter 1: 18b -21 a)
 
The victory over death
Jesus not only took on our sins in His death, but He actually conquered death itself! The Creator of all life could never be bound by physical death. (If you would like, you can refer back to our first lesson where we learned about Jesus' resurrection from the dead.)
 
❖Read Hebrews 2: 14-15. Why are we told Jesus died as a man?
 
 
❖Read John 14: 19. What does it mean to us that Jesus is alive today?
 
 
❖Read John 11: 25-26. What does Jesus promise us here?
 
 
We will study about what it means to believe in Jesus in the next week.
 
Tomorrow we start on our five daily devo's!
 
Day 9 Devo  –  The Messiah of Prophecy
 
Many different men inspired by God had spoken of the coming of the Messiah in the scriptures of the Old Testament. Hundreds of years before the suffering of Christ, many specific details of what was going to take place had already been revealed by God to His prophets. The multitude of prophecies that Jesus fulfilled perfectly should have been enough to convince anyone that this was the promised Redeemer who came to bear our sins. Consider a few of the verses from the 53rd chapter of the book of the prophet Isaiah:
 
▸"He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. ...But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppresses and afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open His mouth. ...He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors." 
(Isaiah 53: 3a, 5-7, 12b)
 
This is the purpose for the coming of God the Son, foretold hundreds of years before it actually happened! Isaiah tells us that the Christ would bear our sins, and willingly endure all the punishment that should have been ours, and bring us peace with God.
 
Point to Ponder
Before we were ever created, God knew that we would sin against Him and be deserving of damnation. He knew that the only way we could ever be forgiven would be by Him taking the punishment for all our sins Himself. Even though He knew all this before He ever made us, He still made us anyway! That is how much our Heavenly Father loves us! It is as if God the Son actually suffered the torture of crucifixion to create us in the first place!
‣"...the Lamb ... was slain from the foundation of the world." (Revelation 13: 8)
 
Day 10 Devo  –  The Torture of the Trial
 
In other prophetic statements by the prophet Isaiah, he refers to the physical mutilation that the Christ would suffer during His sacrifice. Consider these verses:
 
▸"I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting." (Isaiah 50: 6)
 
▸"...There were many who were appalled at Him - His appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man and His form marred beyond human likeness..." (Isaiah 52: 14)
 
Can you imagine being flogged, beaten and abused until you were so mutilated you did not look like a human being? this is exactly the kind of torture that Jesus endured even BEFORE He was nailed to the cross to die. He suffered willingly, with no resistance.
 
❖Read Mark 14: 64-65, and Mark 15: 15-20.
 
The horrible truth is that Jesus was probably half dead before the soldiers even nailed Him upon the cross, and by the time He was lifted up on the cross, He could not even be recognized.
 
What kind of love is displayed in such sacrifice? How could the mighty Son of God willingly suffer this torture from these wicked creatures He came to save? How could He love them that much? Christ did not die for us when we were His friends. He died for us when we were His enemies - when we hated and rejected Him. We were made friends with God again because of what Jesus did when we were still His enemies!
 
Point to Ponder
‣"At just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates His love for us in this: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." (Romans 5: 6-8)
 
Day 11 Devo  –  Father, Forgive Them
 
▸"Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When they came to the place called The Skull, there they crucified Him, along with the criminals - one on His right, the other on His left. Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." (Luke 23: 32-33)
 
The ones who put Jesus to death had no idea that they were actually hammering the nails through the hands and feet of the Son of God. These blinded men thought that God was punishing a heretic for claiming to be the Son of God. In a sense, God was indeed meting out punishment. But it was for our sins and iniquities that Jesus was punished, not for anything he had done.
 
Isaiah the prophet speaks specifically of the misunderstanding of the people, as Christ carried all the sorrows that should have been ours:
 
▸"Surely He took up our infirmities, and carried our sorrows, yet we considered Him stricken by God, smitten by Him, and afflicted. But He was pierced for our transgressions..." (Isaiah 53: 4-5a)
 
The full purpose of God the Trinity was to forgive us, in the only way that is possible to do so. Even in His hour of greatest pain and suffering, the Son of God's greatest desire was for us to be forgiven. After all, this was the whole reason that He suffered in the first place.
 
Point to Ponder
People tend to change their minds about many things when it is no longer convenient to keep their first opinion. We often back out of commitments when it is painful to remain faithful to them. Anything that we feel for another person is subject to change. God is different. He is not a man, that He should change His mind. Every promise he has ever made is absolutely sure for all eternity. He does not change. In the same way, we see that the commitment of love in Jesus Christ remained true through all of His pain and suffering, even up to the very end. He came to die, so that we could be forgiven. As He died, His purpose was still the same - He longed for us to be forgiven. And today, his desire is still the same. "Father, forgive them...
 
Day 12 Devo  –  The New Testament
 
It is not unusual to hear stories of disputes and court battles over the last will and testament of someone who has died and left a large estate. Once the rich man dies, and the will is read, many people may question the validity of it. Some may say that the will is a phony; some others may claim that the benefactor was not in his right mind; others may try to re-interpret the language within the will. Sometimes even multiple wills suddenly surface! Some people fight to prove their claim to part of the man’s estate, even though he purposely didn't leave them anything! The proceedings often end up in court, as attorneys battle for their client's interests. If the dead man were able to come back to defend his judgment and explain exactly what he meant in his will, most of the controversy would be ended very quickly. Unfortunately, the dead man can only communicate his decision before dying. He cannot keep the will from being forged, altered, or misinterpreted after he is gone, and he also cannot defend his judgment or sanity in making the decisions he did. Although someone may have been entitled to a great fortune which the dead man chose for them to receive, there is always a chance that someone will find a way to steal it from them!
 
Jesus Christ died so that we could inherit many great and precious promises, including forgiveness from sin, and eternal life in glory! But there is someone who is always questioning the last will and testament that names us as heirs in Christ. Satan would love to convince you that you cannot be forgiven, and are not entitled to any inheritance at all - that this New Testament in Jesus Christ does not apply to you! (He can be a very persuasive liar!) But Jesus Christ has not left us to fend for ourselves He Himself has come back from the dead to mediate the New Testament which was put in force by His death. Satan can't do anything to change it, because the One who enacted the New Testament Himself enforces it today! Jesus is our advocate (attorney) interceding for us to the Father, who justifies us from all sin (finds us not guilty). And Jesus Himself is the sole mediator of His will, the New Testament.
 
▸"For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus..." 
(1 Timothy 2: 5)
 
❖Read Romans 8: 31-34.
 
Point to Ponder
Who can argue with God? If He has made us to be His heirs, who can tell us we are not? Who can stand up to His mighty power? God's children can be completely secure in their inheritance in Christ. If you are a child of God, this inheritance is yours! (We will talk about becoming a child of God in week 3.)
 
Day 13 Devo  –  Alive Forever
 
His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of rushing waters. In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.
 
▸"When I saw Him, I fell at His feet as though dead. Then He placed His right hand on me and said: Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades." 
(Revelation 1: 17-18)
 
What a sight that must have been! Which of us would not have fallen down at His feet as though dead? Yet this glorious Holy Son of God is our friend - and He tells us: "Do not be afraid!" The same infinite love He showed for us as He hung on the cross is what He feels for us today as He reigns in glory. We were forgiven for all of our sins by His death - we can certainly now rejoice in His life! He is forever alive to be our Mighty Savior and our Glorious Lord! He possesses the keys to death, and Hades (the realm of the dead), which He took from Satan by force! He is the Victor! We no longer need to fear because of sin or death - He defeated them and their master Satan forever.
 
❖Read Romans 5: 9-10.
 
This scripture speaks of the great confidence we have in the resurrection of Jesus. Not only are we secure in His sacrifice that reconciled us to God - we are even more secure in His eternal life, because He is always here to keep us and protect us!
 
Point to Ponder
‣"...because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore He is able to save completely those who come to God through Him, because He always lives to intercede for them." (Hebrews 7: 24-25)
 
Day 14 Questions  –  Week 2 (The Sin Problem)
 
Take your time and answer the following questions. You can look back at the study if you like. 
 
 
1)What is sin?
 
 
 
 
 
2)What are the effects of sin in our lives?
 
 
 
 
 
3)Why did Jesus have to die?
 
 
 
 
 
4)What does Christ's death on the cross mean to you personally?
 
Day 15 Study  –  The Act of Believing
 
Now that we have seen God's great love toward us, and His plan of salvation, there is a question that remains to be answered - what must I do? How do I accept this wonderful gift that God has given me? To answer this question, there is one thing we must first understand:
 
We can never merit salvation.
 
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
 
Romans 6: 23 tells us that eternal life is the GIFT of God. We can not pay for it or work for it; it is a gift. If we do anything at all to earn it, it is no longer a free gift.
 
❖Read Ephesians 2: 8-9, and fill in the blanks below.
 
For it is by ____________________ you have been saved, through ____________________ - and this is not from yourselves, it is the ____________________ of God - not by ____________________, so that no one can boast.
 
"Grace" is well defined as unmerited favor. Grace is more than just mercy. Mercy is God not giving us the punishment we deserve. Grace is God giving us the blessing that we do not deserve!
 
"Faith" is defined in Hebrews 11:1. It says: Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. In Ephesians 2: 8-9 above, we see that faith is a gift of God. We cannot create that supernatural certainty of eternal things within ourselves - God puts it there! He is the One who gives us the faith we need to believe in Him.
 
"Works" denotes any good thing that is within our power to do. The Bible does not teach that good words are wrong - that is certainly not true. What the Bible does teach is that there is no work we can do that is acceptable to God to pay for our salvation. Our salvation is a free gift of Gods grace (undeserved favor), and we receive it by faith alone! We can never earn salvation by works, no matter how good and righteous they may appear to be. Isaiah 64:6 tells us that "all of our righteous acts are like filthy rags" compared to God's standard of righteousness.
 
▸"But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of His mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit..." (Titus 3: 4-5)
 
What is the "washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit?" Washing speaks of being made clean, having our sins washed away. We are told that this happens by being reborn (born again) and made new by the Holy Spirit.
 
Reborn and made new
The prophet Ezekiel prophesied about the work of God making us new. In Ezekiel 36: 26 we read: "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh."
 
Notice that God says He will do it. It is by His power, and according to His desire that He does this miracle. It is when the Holy Spirit comes to live in us that we are given this new heart. We can never make ourselves new by our own power.
 
❖Read 2 Corinthians 5: 17. What do we become in Christ?
 
 
❖Read John 1: 12-13. What were we given the right to become?
 
What must we do to receive this right? ____________________ Him and ____________________ in Him. These children of God are not born of natural descent or human decision; 
but they are: ____________________
 
Keep these things in mind as you read the next section.
 
❖Read John 3: 1-21. Take your time, and think about the things Jesus says in this section. Then go on and answer the questions.
 
❖In verse 3, what is necessary to see the kingdom of God?
 
 
❖In verse 6, what is the difference between the old birth and the new birth?
 
 
❖In verse 16, how did God show His infinite love for us?
 
 
❖What is the gift He gives us?
 
 
❖Who will receive this gift?
 
 
The act of believing
The New Testament of the Bible was originally written in Greek, which is a very descriptive language. Sometimes the meaning of a Greek word will not exactly match the meaning of any single English word. It may take more than one English word to accurately communicate the full meaning of a Greek word.
 
In the original text, the word that is translated "believe" is the Greek word "pisteuo." This word means much more than just believing something is true with our minds. This word means: "To trust in, cling to, rely upon, adhere to"
 
Let's look again at the words of Jesus in John 3: 16 in the light of the true meaning of believing:
 
"For God so loved the world, that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever trusts in Him, clings to Him, relies upon Him, and adheres to Him shall not perish, but have eternal life."
 
Believing in Jesus means trusting Him completely, more than life itself. He is our life, and the source of all life. Everything that we know and experience in this world is temporary, and will one day come to an end. He alone is eternal and limitless. Who can we trust more than the great "I AM," who loves us with a limitless love?
 
It is not enough to know about Jesus and what He did; salvation is based on personal trust in Him. In other words, a head knowledge is not enough. We must have a a heart of knowledge. This means surrendering the control of your life to Jesus, and inviting Him to live in your heart and be your God.
 
▸"Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in..." - Jesus (Revelation 3: 20)
 
Is Jesus knocking at the door of your heart today? Have you opened the door? If you have not yet made that decision for Jesus, now is a great time!
 
How should I pray?
It is not at all hard to pray the prayer of salvation. It is not the exact words you pray that are important; it is the sincere commitment to Jesus Christ that you make in your heart. It is the true surrender of your life to the One who created you to be His own; and trusting in Him alone for your salvation.
 
You can pray alone if you like, or you can pray with a Christian friend or counselor. Friends can accept the Lord together also. There is no certain place you have to pray. There just aren't too many rules about how it has to happen. God sees your heart, and that is what matters to Him. There are a few things that form the foundation for our true belief in Jesus Christ. Read them over before you pray. You may want to tell Him that you believe these things as you pray to Him.
 
1)I AM A SINNER, AND I DESERVE THE JUDGMENT OF GOD.
 
2)I AM NOT CAPABLE OF LIVING A SINLESS LIFE ON MY OWN.
 
3)I AM IN DESPERATE NEED OF GOD'S MERCY, AND LIFE- CHANGING POWER.
 
4)I BELIEVE THAT JESUS CHRIST IS THE SON OF GOD; THAT GOD THE SON BECAME A MAN AND CAME TO EARTH TO REVEAL HIMSELF TO US.
 
5)I BELIEVE THAT JESUS CHRIST LIVED A SINLESS LIFE ON EARTH, AND DID NOTHING WORTHY OF ANY JUDGMENT.
 
6)I BELIEVE JESUS CHRIST SUFFERED AND DIED FOR MY SAKE, AND THAT HE PAID THE PRICE FOR ALL MY SINS.
 
7)I BELIEVE HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD ON THE THIRD DAY, AND IS ALIVE FOREVER.
 
8)I BELIEVE HE LOVES ME, AND IS CALLING ME TO BE HIS CHILD FOREVER. I WILLINGLY RECEIVE HIM AS MY SAVIOR AND MY LORD.
 
As you pray, you should ask Him to forgive you for your sins, and help you to repent (turn away) from them. Thank Him for the price He paid to ransom you from death. Invite Him into your heart, to be your Savior and your Lord. He will come and live in you by His Holy Spirit! Ask Him to change you, so that you can please Him by your life. He will do it! When you surrender completely to God, you die to yourself and your old way of life, and become a new creation. You are born again by God's awesome power. You become a child of God! And a whole new life begins...
 
 
The promise of new life
▸"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!" 
(2 Corinthians 5: 17) 
 
 
The promise of adoption
 
▸In love, he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will - to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. (Ephesians 1: 4b-6)
 
▸When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession - to the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1: 13b-14)
 
 
The promise of eternal life
▸"I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life." (1 John 5: 13)
 
▸"My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand." -Jesus (John 10: 27-28)
 
If you have received Jesus as your Lord, then these promises are for you! He will never let you go - you belong to Him, and He is all-powerful to keep you. You have been given eternal life with your Lord, to see His awesome glory and rejoice in His presence, and He will get you there! Now the journey begins...
 
We will Study about what it means to be a new creation in the next week.
 
Tomorrow we start on our five daily devo's. As you start each of the devo's, say a prayer asking God to teach you about Himself through His Word. After you finish each devo, pray again. This time, you can pray for whatever is on your heart. Be sure to thank God for what He has shown you, and ask Him to help you make it a part of your life. He will do it!
 
Day 16 Devo  –  Rejoicing in Heaven
 
In the 15th chapter of the gospel of Luke, we will look at two stories told by Jesus. Stories like these are called "Parables." Parables are used to illustrate or demonstrate a greater truth, so we are better able to understand it. The greater truth that Jesus teaches is that each one of us alone is of great value to our Father, who takes great joy in the salvation of a single lost soul.
 
❖Read Luke 15: 1-10
 
The self-righteous Pharisee's of Jesus' day despised the "sinners" that did not live up to their standards, and did not understand that God loved them, too! Jesus saw these fallen people as lost souls that needed to be rescued, not as trash to be discarded. These sinners were precious to God, and Jesus had come to save them. These people realized how much they needed God's forgiveness and they received it! (The Pharisee's were just as sinful in other ways, and needed God's forgiveness just as much, but they refused to admit it.)
 
Jesus tells us that each person is so important to God, He comes to find and save each of us individually! We are all precious in His sight, and His love for us is limitless. He takes great joy in the repentance of only one sinner.
 
Points to Ponder
If you were the only person on the planet earth, Jesus Christ would have come for you alone. You are that special to God! Each one of His children is so precious to Him that He would have suffered and died for any one of them alone. When you were the one lost sheep, Jesus left ninety-nine, and came for you!
When you turn to God, and ask Jesus to come into your heart and be your Lord, all of heaven rejoices! Even the angels of God are excited! A child of God who was lost has come home forever!
 
Day 17 Devo  –  The Prodigal Son
 
Also in the 15th chapter of the Gospel of Luke, there is a beautiful story of a father's faithful love for his son, even when his son has fallen far short of his expectations. This parable was told by Jesus to illustrate the type of love that our Heavenly Father has for us as His children, even when we fall short. Jesus wants us to understand that our Father's love toward us is both infinite (limitless) and unconditional. This means that there is no boundary or limit to the love that God has for us, and His love does not depend on anything we do. There is nothing we can ever do to deserve His love. He gives His love to us freely, just because He wants to! His love does not change. When we come to Him and ask forgiveness for our sins, He receives us back again with open arms. His greatest desire is for us to come home.
 
❖Read Luke 15: 11-31
 
Points to Ponder
The lost son did not appreciate his father's true love for him until he fully realized that he did not deserve it. For us to truly know our Heavenly Father's love, we must clearly realize that we do not deserve it, and we can never deserve it. We trust in His love because we know He is always faithful to us, even though we have not been faithful to Him.
Some people do not feel they can come to God, because they are not "good enough." They think they must first "clean up their act' and then God will receive them. This is very destructive thinking. We cannot clean up our sinful hearts by ourselves; we need God to do it! If we wait until we are clean to come to God, we will never come. The reason Christ died was so that we could be forgiven and made clean. To truly believe in Jesus is to know that we will be forgiven and accepted when we come to know Him. Don't wait!
Notice the attitude of the older brother who had stayed home and been faithful. He thought he deserved more of his father's love because he was more faithful. With God, it just doesn't work that way. God does want us to be faithful, and He wants to teach us how to be faithful. (When we are unfaithful, we lose our sweet fellowship with Him as long as we are rebelling.) But God's love does not change! He calls us to come home and be forgiven! The father in the story tells his older son that even though the younger son had disgraced him, his love for him remains unchanged. The father rejoices that his lost son has been found, and that he is once again safe at home
 
Day 18 Devo  –  The Pharisee and Tax Collector
 
There is a serious problem that has kept many people from receiving the love, acceptance, and forgiveness that Jesus Christ offers us today. This problem is PRIDE. The type of pride that we are talking about here is a false opinion of our own righteousness before God. It is only by God's forgiving grace we can come to Him, and we must recognize we are totally unworthy of the favor He shows us. When we begin to think we deserve God's mercy, or think we are better than anyone else, our pride will actually separate us from God. The correct attitude before God is humility. We are all sinners, saved by God's grace alone, and none of us has any claim to deserve anything God gives us. None of us is any better than another man.
 
... God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble. Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. (1 Peter 5: 5b-6)
 
❖Read Luke 18: 9-14.
 
This parable compares the most respected and the most despised people in Israel at the time of Jesus. The Pharisee's were the righteous elite. They thought God had more respect for them because they were so much more righteous than other men. They had a habit of looking down on the "ordinary" people. In reality, their pride in their own goodness was detestable in God's eyes. The tax collectors (or "publicans," as they are also called) were despised by the Jews, in the same way a robber would be. Paying tribute to the Roman authorities was distasteful enough to the Jews anyway. But many of the tax collectors were also dishonest men, and took much more money than what they were entitled to. As a result, the Jews considered them to be among the worse kinds of sinners.
 
In this parable we see that all of the Pharisee's good works could not justify him before God. His prayer was lost as he commended himself in his pride. The tax collector, on the other hand, realized he was a sinner, and was desperately in need of God's mercy. God had mercy on him because he asked for mercy!
 
Point to Ponder
Some people think they will go to heaven because they are basically a "good person." We see this is not true. Trusting in our goodness is foolish pride. We must humble ourselves before God, and trust only in Jesus' sacrifice for us.
 
Day 19 Devo  –  Ready to Believe
 
There is a beautiful story of a blind man healed by Jesus in the 9th chapter of the gospel of John. This section is somewhat longer than most of our daily devo readings, but you'll enjoy it!
 
❖Read John 9: 1-41
 
The self-righteous Pharisee's desperately tried to discredit the testimony of the man who had been born blind. They were not willing to believe. If they acknowledged Jesus Christ as the promised Messiah, they would no longer be in control. They would have to take the lower seat, give up the glory of the people, and admit to their need for forgiveness. Their pride kept them from salvation. They refused to see the truth and believe.
 
The man born blind didn't need any Pharisee's approval to tell him that he was no longer blind! The self-righteous fools could come up with a million reasons not to believe, but still the man could see! One of the reasons which the Pharisee's saw not to believe was because they didn't know where Jesus came from. The man born blind saw that as a reason to believe! As the healed man pointed out that no one before had ever healed a blind man, the truth was too much for the Pharisee's to bear, and they threw him out.
 
Notice especially verses 35 to 38. The man born blind still did not even know what Jesus looked like, or who He really was. He only knew that God had touched his life, and he was ready for whatever God had for him. He was ready to believe. When Jesus asked him if he believed in the Son of Man, he had no clue who this person might be. But he responded: "Who is he?... so that I may believe in Him." He was ready to believe - in fact, he already believed - he just didn't have all the answers yet. When Jesus revealed Himself to him, he immediately worshiped Him. He had no need to ask any questions first. His lack of understanding did not change the fact that he believed .
 
Point to Ponder
Understanding is not the most important thing to believing in Jesus. The Pharisee's should have had perfect understanding of spiritual things, yet they rejected Him. The man born blind was unschooled - a commoner. His knowledge was very limited, but it did not stop him form believing with all his heart. In the same way, when the Lord begins drawing us by His Holy Spirit, we often do not understand many things. But He will give us all the faith we need to know He is true, if we are ready to believe.
 
Day 20 Devo  –  The Living Water
 
O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my body longs for you, in a dry and weary land where there is no water. (Psalm 63: 1)
 
As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O god. My soul thirsts for God, for the Living God. (Psalm 42: 1-2a)
 
❖Read John 4: 1-26. Pay special attention to verses 10-14.
 
The soul of mankind thirsts to be satisfied just like a dying man in a desert. God created us with this inner thirst, and the Living Water is the only thing that can ever satisfy it. This is not a temporary need - it is something that we require constantly. If we try to fill this need with any other "water", we will surely thirst again. The "Living Water" Jesus spoke of is the Living Spirit of God, who comes to live in us when we are reborn. It is through His Spirit that Jesus actually lives in us. When we are filled with his Spirit, we do not need to look anywhere else for the water our souls desire. As we continually seek Him alone for our soul's fulfillment, this Living Water springs up into a well of eternal life within us.
 
▸"On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice,'lf a man is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.' By this He meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were later to receive." (John 7: 37-39a)
 
Point to Ponder
We have often tried to use "waters" that the world offers us to fill the deep longing within us. For some of us it may have been drugs, alcohol, sex, success, fame, money, or even fun! Yet after the temporary satisfaction these things bring, we end up emptier than before.
‣"Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters... Why spend ... your labor on what does not satisfy?" (Isaiah 55: la, 2a)
 
Day 21 Questions  –  Week 3 (The Act of Believing)
 
Take your time and answer the following questions. You can look back at the study if you like. 
 
 
1)What does it mean to be 'born again"?
 
 
 
 
 
2)What does it mean to 'believe" in Jesus?
 
 
 
 
 
3)Have you personally asked Jesus into your life to be your Savior and Lord?
 
 
 
 
 
4)What does salvation mean to you?
 
Day 22 Study  –  The New Creation
 
❖Read 2 Corinthians 5: 17 and write it out. This is the heart of what we are going to discuss in this week. (Writing it out will help you to remember it!)
 
 
 
This is the miracle the natural man just doesn't understand. (Your old friends probably won't understand either.) It is a miracle of God's power that transforms us into new creations, as we begin to become the people that our Father really created us to be!
 
The old has gone
Before the scripture says "the new has come," it tells us "the old is gone." This is no accident. We can only live the new life when the old life is gone. We can only become a new creature when the old one has gone. How does this happen?
 
▸"For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me." (Galatians 2: 19-20)
 
It was God's law that condemned us as sinners. All men are destined to die for their sin one day; that judgment is inevitable. We are never really free from sin until we have paid the price for it - death. To live free now, we must die to our sin and our old way of life. Until we do, it will always control us. This is what it means to die with Jesus in His crucifixion and be born again - the old man is put to death with Him, and the new man is raised in Him. As we died in Jesus, we ended sin and death's reign in us. We are now alive in Jesus, and he lives and reigns in us. We are raised from our sentence of death just as He was raised from the grave that could not hold Him. This is the new birth.
 
Baptism
Water baptism is a demonstration of this dying and rebirth. The immersion in water signifies the dying of of the old man who served sin. The water also signifies cleansing and rebirth, as we come up again from the watery grave as a new creation.
 
Water baptism is an outward sign of an inner transformation. It is a profession of our faith, and Jesus commanded us to do this. But water baptism is NOT necessary for salvation. The baptism that saves us takes place in our hearts. Our salvation is a gift of God's mercy and does not depend on any outward ritual or work that we can do. The criminal on the cross next to Jesus had no time to be baptized in water before his death, yet Jesus told him certainly he would be in paradise that day (Luke 23: 32-43). he was baptized in his heart.
 
▸"...all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death. We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life." (Romans 6: 3-4)
 
▸Colossians 2: 12-13 tells us "we have been ... buried with Him in baptism and raised with Him through your faith in the power of God, who raised Him from the dead. When you were dead in your sins and ... your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins..."
 
Forgiven
One thing that is very important in living as a new creation is the assurance that we have been forgiven for all of our sin. The price Jesus paid for us has removed our sins and for all time. God hr. to memory of our sins, as we live in Jesus Christ.
 
▸"In him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace that He lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding." (Ephesians 1: 7-8)
 
It is important to be sure of what God's Word tells us, because there is a liar who would love to convince you otherwise! We met Him way back in the Garden of Eden, His name is Satan.
 
In Revelation 12, Satan is described as the "accuser" of the believers. He will constantly bring up past sins and failures we have already been forgiven for, and try to make us feel guilty and condemned about them again. Satan does this to try and separate us from God. If we do not have confidence in God's promise of forgiveness, then we will not come to God! And that is exactly what the devil wants. The way to defeat Satan is with God's Word. If you know what God's Word says, you will not believe Satan's lies.
 
❖Read 1 John 1: 9. What two things is God always faithful to do when we confess our sins to Him?
 
 
❖Read Psalm 103: 12. How far has God remove our sins from us?
 
 
How far away do you think that is?
 
 
▸"I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions, for My own sake, and remembers your sins no more." (Isaiah 43: 25)
 
God's forgiveness is complete - He doesn't even remember our sins. They have been paid for by the blood of Jesus Christ, and they simply don't exist anymore. When Satan tempts you to feel condemned again, remember God's Word, and believe it! Our faith in God's Word is our victory, Your ammunition is in the Bible! Use it!
 
▸"For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring Word of God." (1 Peter 1: 23)
 
Living as a new creation
We have been born again through God's living Word, Jesus Christ, and in the Word we finds the answers to our questions about living the new life. God has given us everything we need to live victoriously in this world, and His unfailing promises give us the hope we need to carry on. These promises in His Word are what we need to hold on to. The Bible holds the keys to living the new life.
 
▸"His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and goodness. Through these He has given us His very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires." (2 Peter 1: 3-4)
 
Read the scripture above carefully! It contains a wealth of wisdom. We are told we have been given all we need to live a godly life through our KNOWLEDGE OF HIM. The knowledge of God has been revealed to us through His Word, and in studying His Word we get to know Him better. He has called us by His GLORY and GOODNESS. His glory speaks of who He is in all His holy majesty (chapter 1) and His goodness speaks of His love shown in His sacrifice for us (chapter 2). Through His PROMISES we are changed into the new man, which actually receives attributes of Christ's divine nature! (We have already seen many of His promises throughout all of the chapters, and we will see many more as we go on!) By our faith in His promises we leave the sinful desires of the old man behind.
 
▸"...put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness." (Ephesians 4: 22b-23)
 
❖Read Romans 8: 13-14. What must we do to have life?
 
 
How do we put these misdeeds to death?
 
 
Who are the sons (children) of God?
 
 
Led by the Spirit
Jesus Christ dwells in us through the Holy Spirit, and He also leads us and changes us through the Holy Spirit.
 
The Holy Spirit gives us power to live the new life.
 
❖Read Galatians 5: 2-25.
 
 
❖In verses 22& 23, what is the fruit of the Spirit in the new man?
 
 
❖In verse 24, what have we who belong to Christ Jesus done?
 
 
❖In verse 25, what else should we do?
 
 
To understand what it means to keep in step with the Spirit, we need to understand what the Spirit is doing, and where He is leading. Let's look at what Jesus told His disciples about the Spirit:
 
▸"...He ... will be in you." (John 14: 17b)
 
▸"...(He) will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said." (John 14: 26b)
 
▸"...He will testify about Me..." (John 15: 26b)
 
▸"...He will guide you into all truth." (John 16: 13a)
 
▸"He will bring glory to Me..." (John 16: 14a)
 
The Holy Spirit in us puts our focus on Jesus Christ, and glorifies Him. If we are "in step" with the Spirit, our hearts will be fixed on Jesus, and our greatest desire will be to get closer to Him. We will be determined to eliminate anything that gets in the way of our relationship with Him. As we see sin in our life, or attitudes of the "old man" crop up, we will quickly put those things to death. We must always seek to keep our hearts and minds trained on Jesus Christ and His glory. This is the key to power to live the new life.
 
▸"Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set you hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of the God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory." (Colossians 3: 1-4)
 
The promise of glory
Read this last scripture carefully. This describes what new life in Christ is all about. Because we are now new creations, we look to our new home in heaven, and to our new reigning King, Jesus Christ. Our true eternal life in glory is not now revealed in this world, but we know that when Jesus returns we will appear with Him in Glory! This is one of the many great promises in the Bible! Hoping in His promises gives us strength to live as new creations, and let the old self die. So set your heart on those eternal things!
 
The promise of victory
▸"...everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith." (1 John 5: 4)
 
Faith in God is the victory that overcomes the world. We must put our trust in God alone, because it is only He who can do this mighty work in our lives. We can completely rely on Him to complete the work that He has started! After all, HE PROMISED!
 
▸"...He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Jesus Christ." (Philippians 1: 6)
 
We will study more about living the new life in the next set of lessons. Tomorrow we start on our five daily devo's! Remember to pray!
 
Day 23 Devo  –  Take up the Cross
 
We have seen what it means to be crucified with Christ and have Christ living in us. Today we will look at what Jesus taught His disciples about the cost of following Him.
 
❖Read Matthew 16: 24-27.
 
What does it really mean to follow Jesus Christ? We have seen that we must die to our old way of life before we can be raised in newness of life. To have Christ living in us means following Him as He leads us, and no longer following the ways of sin. We have surrendered the throne to Him, and sins reign in our lives has ended.
 
This is what Jesus means by denying ourselves. The "cross" he speaks of is the instrument of His death, which He suffered for us. When we "take up our cross and follow Him" we are embracing the instrument of our own death to sin. As Jesus did not serve Himself, but willingly laid down His life for us, we lay down our lives daily. Day by day we must make the decision not to follow our path, but to follow where he is leading. Every day we must once again carry on our cross up the hill to Golgotha, and crucify the old man who desires to serve sin again. Remember, Jesus didn't come to make the old man good - He came to make us new creations!
 
This is the exciting part - When we lose our old life for Jesus' sake, we find our real life. For the first time, we begin to see who we were created to be, and we start finding who we really are! There is real joy in taking our proper place as God's children, and knowing that the old self was not our true identity! All of the temporary pleasure the world has to offer the old man can never compare with the new eternal life God has given us.
 
Point to Ponder
We can start to live as this new eternal child of God right now! Let's deny our selves, pick up the cross, and go on in faith to follow our risen Lord. Then we can truly receive the promise of new life in Christ Jesus. When we lose our life for Him, we find it!
 
Day 24 Devo  –  Transformed
 
▸"Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, and being transformed into His likeness with ever increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit." (2 Corinthians 3: 17-18)
 
We have learned that Jesus lives in us by His Spirit. The Holy Spirit in us certifies that we are now free from the condemnation of our sin which used to separate us from God. We can now look to Him with "unveiled faces." The veil symbolized the separation that existed between God and man before Jesus Christ brought us back to God. The Holy Spirit has now come to show us the glory of Jesus Christ, and is constantly leading us to focus our sight on Him. As we contemplate the Lord's awesome glory day by day, a miraculous thing happens - We are actually transformed to be more like Him! We also reflect His glory to others, as they see God working in our lives.
 
We do not "see" the Lord's glory with our physical eyes today, although one day we will see Him face to face. We see the Lord's glory and know His presence in our souls, through the Spirit. We learn of Him and His glory through His Word in the Bible, through our personal prayer and devotional time with Him, and through the testimony of other Christians. The Spirit teaches us through all of these means.
 
The more we learn about how great and glorious our Lord really is, the more we appreciate His love and mercy toward us. When we begin to think more properly about who God is, we will be more challenged by the love He has shown for us, and we will be led to give ourselves more fully to Him. The desires of our heart will be purified, and our minds will be made new.
 
Point to Ponder
‣"Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God - this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is - His good, pleasing, and perfect will." (Romans 12: 1-2)
 
Day 25 Devo  –  Pleasing God
 
The last verse in yesterday's devo tells us God will transform us so we can test and approve His good, pleasing, and perfect will. God's will means God's purpose and desire. Since God is perfect, His desire for us is also perfect. God desire for us to do the good things that please Him.
 
▸"For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness, and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord." (Ephesians 5: 8-10)
 
As we devote ourselves to God, He will show us what pleases Him. We find this instruction in the Bible, and His Holy Spirit also confirms it in our hearts. One of the first steps of a child of God is learning what pleases our Father.
 
▸"...it is God who works in you to will and to act according to His good purpose." (Philippians 2: 13)
 
God works in us to enable us to do the things that please Him, which we were never able to do on our own. But the real miracle is that God actually gives us a heart-felt desire (a will) to please Him! This is one of the main evidences that we have been born again. The desire to please our Father is the trademark of the true Christian, no matter how long they have been a believer.
 
Point to Ponder
‣Romans 3: 10-11 tells us: "There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God."
It is completely unnatural for us as sinful people to seek God and desire to please Him. There is no way we could create this desire within us - oui sin had taken it from us. When we become new creations in Christ, it is God himself who creates this desire within us by the Holy Spirit. Only He can do it.
When you see this desire to please God and do His will forming in you, you know that it didn't come from you! You know ... it is God who works in you to will and to act according to His good purpose.
This great assurance that you have been born again and are becoming a new creation in Christ!
 
Day 26 Devo  –  The Fruit of the Spirit
 
Although we will study the work of the Holy Spirit in greater depth in future weeks, it would be wrong to end this "New Creation" study without talking a little bit about the fruit (character traits) the Spirit works in the new creation. Let's start by looking at a scripture we already read in week four:
 
▸"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit." (Galatians 5: 22-25)
 
He is the Holy Spirit who works these "fruits" in us. These fruits of the Spirit are in direct opposition to the acts of the sinful nature. This is why we are told we must put the sinful nature to death. We cannot grow in the fruits of the Spirit if we are still willingly following the acts of the old man. We must keep in step with the Spirit. He will lead us, but we must follow. We must not fight the work He is doing in us.
 
❖Read Colossians 3: 1-17 (you should recognize the first four verses).
 
Using this section, let's look at the fruit of the earthly (sinful) nature first. The list includes sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires, greed, idolatry, anger, rage, malice, slander, filthy language, and lying. We could easily come up with at least a few more, but this list probably will give us more than enough to think about for now!
 
Now let's consider the fruit of the Spirit. God wants us to live in compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, tolerance, forgiveness, love, peace, the Word of Christ, and gratitude (thankfulness to God). Notice how many of the same fruits are also listed in Galatians 5: 22-23 above. Galatians also adds the fruits of joy, goodness, faithfulness, and self-control.
 
Point to Ponder
Now that we know the fruit of the Spirit in the new creation, and the fruit of the sinful nature in the old man, let's examine ourselves daily to see if we are keeping in step with the Spirit! Don't be discouraged - it takes time! If we put the acts of the old man to death daily, we learn to live as new creations!
 
Day 27 Devo  –  The Fruit of Love
 
We read yesterday about the attributes of the new creation in Christ in Colossians 3. In conclusion we are told:
 
▸"And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity." 
(Colossians 3: 14)
 
All of the other virtues (good attributes, or good fruits) are held together by love. All of these good fruits are characteristics of the love that comes from God. In other words, if you are displaying God's love, you will be displaying the other fruits as well. They come with love, and they are the evidence of God's love in us.
 
The apostle Paul talked about love in 1 Corinthians 13, and tells us how true love is displayed.
 
❖Read 1 Corinthians 13: 4-8a.
 
This love Paul describes is the fruit of the Holy Spirit, which He produces in the lives of those who are new creations. Of all the works which God does in our lives, this is the central change in our lives. This new love is the evidence that we are becoming new creations in Christ. The apostle John talks about this assurance:
 
We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. (1 John 3: 14a) John also tells us how we have learned to love: We love because He first loved us. (1 John 4: 19)
 
Jesus is the perfect example of love, as He laid down His life in love for us when we were still His enemies! This selfless kind of love comes from God, and also leads others to God when they see it!
 
Point to Ponder
‣"As I have loved you, so you must love one another. All men will know that you are my disciples if you love one another." -Jesus (John 13: 34-35)
 
Day 28 Questions  –  Week 4 (The New Creation)
 
Take your time and answer the following question. You can look back at the study if you like. 
 
 
1)What does it mean to become a "new creation"?
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Day 1 Study  –  The Word of God
 
Everything you have learned so far in RAD studies has come from the Holy Bible, also called the Holy Scriptures, where God's Word for us is found. The Bible, God's written Word, is the expression of his eternal Word, Jesus Christ. It is the only authoritative written record of God's revelation of Himself to mankind. Everything we need to learn about who God is, and what He desires for us is contained in the Bible. Through the truths found in its pages we have come to know the true God, who is our Father, and His Son Jesus Christ, the Living Word, by whom God revealed Himself. If we want to live complete and fulfilling lives in Jesus Christ, we must apply ourselves to learning God's Word.
 
The Holy Bible is a collection of 66 books, containing books of history, biography, poetry, prophecy, and many personal letters. God used men from many different backgrounds to record it. Whether the writer was a fisherman, tax collector, doctor, lawyer, shepherd, prince, priest, warrior or king, it was in truth the Holy Spirit who led these men to record the Words of God. The central theme throughout the masterpiece is God reaching out to man in love. From the beginning of creation in Genesis 1: 1 to the new world to come in Revelation 22 we find the continuous unfolding of God's plan of redemption, with Jesus Christ as the central figure throughout. The Old Testament looks forward to the promise of the coming of the Messiah, which God had promised through the prophets. The New Testament was written after the physical appearance of Jesus and His sacrificial death for us.
 
God is the Author
▸"All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”         (2 Timothy 3: 16)
 
▸"Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit." (2 Peter 1: 20-21)
 
God's Word is eternal
▸"For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring Word of God. For, "All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the Word of the Lord stands forever." And this is the Word that was preached to you." (1 Peter 1: 23-24a)
 
▸"Your word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens." (Psalm 119: 89)
 
▸"Heaven and earth will pass away, but My Words will never pass away." - Jesus (Matthew 24: 35)
 
God preserves His Word in the Bible
▸"I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. And if anyone takes away words from this book or prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book." (Revelation 22: 18-19)
 
God's Word is effective
▸"As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, ...so is my Word that goes out from My mouth; It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I send it." (Isaiah 55: 10a, 11)
 
God's Word works in us
▸"...the Word of God ... is at work in you who believe." (1 Thessalonians 2:13b)
 
We have seen that the Bible is God's Word for us, and it is sure for all eternity. God's Word accomplishes exactly what he wants, and is at work in our lives right now! What is it God wants to accomplish in our lives through His Word? Look up and complete the following verses.
 
❖Read Hebrews 4: 12 and complete the verse.
 
For the Word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it ____________________.
 
This is very important to our growth as Christians. Many times we are unable to see things in our hearts that are keeping us away from God and hurting us in some way. God's living and active Word will help you to recognize those things He wants to change in your life.
 
❖Read Psalm 119: 105 and add the missing word.
 
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a ____________________ for my path.
 
Imagine walking in a dense forest at night. It is pitch black, you are lost, and have no idea how to find the pathway home. A bright flashlight would be the answer to all of your problems. The light would help you to see the path you must take. This is the same way the Word of God helps us when we need direction in our lives. When we can't seem to find the right path, the light of the Word cuts through the darkness to show the way.
 
❖Read Psalm 119: 130 and fill in the blanks.
 
The unfolding of your Words gives ____________________; it gives ____________________ to the simple.
 
Another way God's Word is said to bring light is in our understanding. We could never understand God's ways by our own intellect. God gives us new understanding through His Word.
 
❖Read Psalm 119:, verses 9 & 11, and complete them:
 
How can a young man ____________________? By living according to your Word. 
I have hidden your Word in my heart that I might ____________________ against you. 
 
When we live by God’s Word, it purifies us, and helps us stay pure. As the Word becomes part of us, it helps us to turn away from sin.
 
❖Read II Timothy 3: 15b:16, and fill in the blanks.
 
...you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you ____________________ for ____________________ through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for ____________________, ____________________, ____________________, and ____________________ in ____________________, so that the man of God may be ____________________ for every good work.
 
All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are found in Jesus Christ, the Living Word. The wisdom of this world is foolishness to God. True wisdom from God which accompanies salvation is only found in God's Word. The Bible teaches us and trains us in God's righteousness, and also corrects us and scolds us when we are rebellious. Through this teaching and correcting process, the Word prepares and equips us to do God's will, so that we can glorify Him by our good works.
 
❖Read Romans 15:4, and finish this verse.
 
For everything that was written in the past was written to ____________________ us, so that through ____________________ and the ____________________ of the Scriptures we might have ____________________.
 
Through the teaching of the Word we find encouragement and strength, and we learn to hope in God.
 
❖Read Acts 20:32, and complete:
 
Now I commit you to God and to the Word of His grace, which can ____________________ and give you an ____________________ among all those who are sanctified.
 
The Word of God "builds us up," which is to say He strengthens us and makes us grow up in Him. The Bible reveals the promises of our inheritance, which God has enacted by His powerful spoken Word. The faithfulness of God's Word guarantees it, because it is the Word Himself, Jesus Christ, who will bring it to final fulfillment.
 
The word "sanctified" in this verse speaks of having been separated to God, completely devoted to His purposes. The word "sanctified" in the Bible is often the same Greek word that we also translate as "holy," or "sacred." This separation and devotion to God carries with it the thought of being like Him - of being made holy. It also means we are no longer a part of the things that displease our Father, because we have been separated from them. How does this sanctifying work happen?
 
❖Read John 17:17. As Jesus was praying to the Father, how did He ask God to sanctify his people?
 
What is truth?
 
 
 
Summary
The Bible holds the keys to all of our needs as growing Christians. We have seen that the Word of God discerns the intents of the heart, enlightens us, gives understanding, purifies us, keeps us from sin, makes us wise, brings salvation, teaches us, trains us, corrects us, rebukes us, thoroughly equips us to do good works, encourages us, brings endurance, gives us hope, builds us up, gives us an inheritance, sanctifies us and makes us holy.
 
Because the Word of God is so important in your new life, you need to spend time in it everyday! The Word of God is your spiritual food. It gives you life, makes you strong, and helps you grow to maturity. You cannot live without it!
 
If you have not yet started through the New Testament, you should set aside time everyday to read it! As we said at the end of month one, the gospel of John is a great place to start. The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke are also excellent reading. After the Gospels, move on to the Acts of the Apostles. If you will make daily Bible reading a priority, you will soon notice a big difference in your life!
 
Starting tomorrow, we will begin our series of five daily devo's focusing on God's Word. As you start each of the devo’s, remember to pray and ask God to teach you through His Word. Also be sure to thank God for what He shows you, and ask Him to help you apply it to your life. He is faithful!
Day 2 Devo  –  Food for the Soul
 
▸"When Your words came, I ate them, for I bear Your name, O Lord God Almighty." (Jeremiah 15: 16)
 
The prophet Jeremiah loved God's Word, and it had become his greatest joy and his heart's delight. He speaks of "eating" God's words when they came! He wanted to completely take in and digest everything that God spoke to Him. He recognized that God's Word was the most important kind of food to take in. Another man who fed on God's Word was Job. He said:
 
▸"I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my daily bread." (Job 23: 12b)
 
The clearest example of how much more important God's Word is for us than physical food was shown by Jesus.
 
❖Read Matthew 4: 1-4
 
The devil tempted Jesus to use His power to fill his physical longing for food. Jesus considered God's Word much more important than food, even after he had not eaten for forty days! Even Jesus' answer to the devil's temptation was straight from the Word of God (in Deuteronomy 8: 3)
 
Point to Ponder
It is important that you remember your soul needs spiritual food constantly! Without that food, you will grow weak and die spiritually. Remember to eat!
‣"Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation..." (I Peter 2:2)
 
Day 3 Devo  –  Shallow Roots
 
Jesus told a parable where He portrayed the Word of God as a seed which is planted on various kinds of ground.
 
❖Read the "Parable of the Sower" in Luke 8: 4-15. Pay close attention to the four examples in this parable.
 
If you have become a Christian and received God's Word, you are certainly not one of those along the path who had the Word taken from your heart by the devil! The Word has been planted in your heart, and has begun to grow. Nevertheless, the other examples in this parable have much to teach us about receiving God's Word.
 
Today we will look at the seed that fell on the rocky ground. This part of the parable has two different applications, and they are both very important for us to learn. These will be our Points to Ponder for today.
 
Point to Ponder
1)Those that fell on rocky ground are the persons who do not have a deep root. When trials and temptations come along, they wither, because they're not receiving moisture or nutrients from their roots. Their shallow roots don't go far enough in to find food. This is why it's important to be firmly rooted and planted in God's Word! Dig your roots in deeply, and learn of Him. Through God's Word you must cultivate a personal relationship with Him.
2)Those that fell on the rocky ground are those who have received God's Word to some degree, but have not allowed it to become rooted in their hearts. These people may have believed it in their minds, and they may be trying to let it be a part of their life. But because God's Word is not planted in their hearts, it isn't rooted deeply enough to grow and produce good fruit. It's very important for you to let God plant His Word in the fertile ground of your heart, where it will grow and be fruitful!
 
Day 4 Devo  –  Choked by life's cares
 
❖Read the "Parable of the Sower" in Luke 8: 4-15 again. Today we're going to consider the seed that fell among thorns.
 
Those that fell among thorns are those who are choked with the many distractions of this world. Although the Word has been planted in their hearts, there are also many other thorns and weeds planted there that will choke out God's Word and keep it from growing. The worthless plants steal the nutrients that the good plant needs. The good plant does not mature or produce fruit.
 
The thorns growing in our hearts can be many different kinds of distractions. The worries and cares of this life can easily steal our attention and become priority if we are not careful. The craving for material gain has also been a major problem for many who tried to follow God. Although possessions in themselves are not good or bad, the love of money and love of possessions is extremely harmful. These thorns are strong distractions in our relationship with the Lord. The craving for worldly pleasures is also a nasty breed of thorn bush.
 
Point to Ponder
There are many kinds of thorns that can choke you in your Christian growth and prevent you from maturing and producing fruit. Always be alert and ask God to show you the cares of this life that may be ready to destroy you! Seek God first, and He will weed out the world's cares and evil desires from your heart, so His Word can grow, and produce fruit in your life!
 
Day 5 Devo  –  Promises in the Word
 
▸"...He has given us His very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the word caused by evil desires." (2 Peter 1: 4)
 
The evil desires (also called "lusts" or "cravings") that can choke us and keep us from growing up healthy in Christ can be overcome! Through the promises in God's Word we can have victory over these evil desires in our hearts. We can actually begin to display attributes (characteristics) of the divine nature. We can begin to live as Christ lived.
 
Through our faith in God's promises to us, we can have many victories we could never have experienced before. But before we can have faith in these great promises God has given us, we must find out what they are! They are found in the Bible, and it is only through reading and learning God's Word that we can know them. This is another reason why it is so crucial for us to read God's Word everyday! As we learn God's promises, we can count on Him to do these things in our lives. He is always faithful!
 
Points to Ponder
‣"Your promises have been thoroughly tested, and Your servant loves them." 
(Psalm 119:140)
The psalmist loved God's promises because he had relied on them and found them to be true! As you learn God's promises, you will also find them to be true, and you will learn to love them the same way.
 
Day 6 Devo  –  Free Indeed
 
▸"I run in the path of Your commands, for You have set my heart free. ...I will walk about in freedom, for I have sought out Your precepts." (Psalm 119: 32, 45)
 
Many people today seem to think that God's commands in His Word are somehow designed to take away our freedom and bring us into bondage. Nothing could be farther from the truth! We live our whole lives in bondage to things we have no control over. This world cannot offer us any real freedom from these things. No matter how hard you try, you will never be able to erase your sin, or stop sinning by you own power. You will never be able to escape from death either. 
 
The graveyards are getting fuller all the time, and everybody ends up there one day. You will never break the bonds of time, and stop the clock. You will never find a way to make yourself grow an inch or two taller. As you can see, we are already in a horrible bondage that we cannot change. Jesus Christ came to deliver us from that bondage and set us free! In His Words are the promises of eternal life in glory. His Words promise complete forgiveness because of His sacrifice for us. And when we follow Him, His Word promises deliverance from the power of sin. When the Word instructs us how to overcome sin and resist temptation, it is not taking away our freedom - it is giving us freedom we never had before! 
 
His Word also tells us that we will one day stand before Him in new glorified bodies, and time will no longer take any toll from us. There will be no more death, and no more sickness. There will be no more pain or sorrow of any kind. And best of all, there will be no more separation from our Father - we will see Him face to face! As you can plainly see, Jesus didn't come to bring us into bondage - He came to set us free forever!
 
Point to Ponder
‣Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." (John 8:31-32)
You will only find real freedom when you abide in His Word. When you stay in His Word and follow His teachings, you will know the truth that sets you free!
 
Day 7 Questions  –  Week 1 (The Word of God)
 
Take your time and answer the following questions. You can look back at the study if you like. 
 
 
1)Why can we trust God's Word in the Bible?
 
 
 
 
 
2)What are some of the ways that God's Word is at work in your life?
 
 
 
 
 
3)Which benefits of God's Word mean the most to you?
 
 
 
 
 
4)Why do you think it is important to spend time in the Bible everyday?
 
Day 8 Study  –  Living God's Word
 
Since the Bible is so important to us in every area of our lives, we need to fully apply ourselves to learning it. In this chapter we are going to discuss some different ways in which we can get to know God's Word. We must first know God's Word for ourselves before we can start doing the most important thing - Living God's Word!
 
Hearing God's Word
Our eternal salvation and our entire relationship with God is built upon our faith in Jesus Christ. There was no good work we could do to merit our salvation - we had to receive it by faith alone. We have learned that even the faith by which we first believed was in itself a gift from God.
 
▸"The righteous will live by faith." (Galatians 3: 11b)
 
Now that we are Christians, we live our whole lives by faith in Jesus Christ. Because we live by faith, it is of the greatest importance that our faith is aways growing stronger. It is God's will that you grow in your faith everyday.
 
❖Read Romans 10: 17. Explain where faith comes from ...
 
 
God now increases our faith in the same way that He first gave us the faith to believe in Him - through His Word, Jesus Christ. As we first heard God's Word, faith was born in us . As we hear the Word now, our faith is increased.
 
It makes perfect sense that God should work this way. Our faith is in Jesus Christ alone. The clearer we see Him, the more our faith in Him is increased. How can we see Jesus more clearly than through the Word? After all, Jesus Christ is the eternal Word of God!
 
Since hearing the Word increases your faith, you should seek to hear the Word constantly! You need to be involved in good Bible-based teaching on a regular basis. Church services, church school, Bible classes, and Bible studies are very important to you as a growing Christian. Grab every opportunity you can to hear the Word of God!
 
Studying God's Word
You are probably going to be hearing many different people talk about the Bible and what it says. Some of these people will have a good grasp of the message they are presenting, and will be trustworthy leaders. Others may not be quite so accurate with their handling of Scripture. It is very important for you to learn God's Word for yourself, so you are not at the mercy of every teacher you may hear. You need to know whether the things you hear are true or not. You need to search the Scriptures for yourself!
 
❖Read Acts 17: 11. How did the Bereans receive the messages Paul preached to them?
 
 
❖How did they make sure that what Paul said was true?
 
 
We need to follow the Bereans’ example, and check out everything we hear by God's Word in the Bible!
 
The Christians who read and study the Bible everyday will grow strong in the Word. Many will become competent teachers themselves someday! As you learn to handle the Word correctly, you'll grow in your personal knowledge of God, and you'll also be better able to reach out to help others.
 
▸"Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the Word of truth." (2 Timothy 2:15)
 
This encouragement from Paul the apostle is just as relevant today as it was when he said it over 1900 years ago! We should all do our best to become a workman who correctly applies God's Word. This means making Bible reading and study a priority! Set aside time every day to read the Bible. Start with the four Gospels, because they focus on Jesus Christ while He was on earth. Then you should move on the the Acts of the Apostles, and keep going through the New Testament! It's great reading!
 
Remembering God's Word
▸"I have hidden your Word in my heart that I might not sin against you." (Psalm 119: 11)
 
What does it mean to "hide the Word in your heart?" You "hide" something for safe-keeping, so that you don't lose it. The "heart" speaks of the core of your being; the essence of all you are. You must keep the Word where you won't lose it - safe in your heart, where it affects all that you do and all that you are!
 
❖Read Colossians 3:16a. What does this verse tell us we should let the Word of Christ do?
 
 
We have seen that the Word of God is living and active, and we need to let the Word dwell (live) in us richly. You should be continually storing up God's Word in your heart, becoming more full of Him all the time! How do you store up God's Word in you? Memorize it!
 
▸"My son, keep my words and store up my commands within you. Keep my commands and you will live; guard my teachings as the apple of your eye. Bind them on your fingers; write them on the tablet of your heart." (Proverbs 7: 1-3)
 
Did you ever tie a string on your finger to help you remember something? The Jews kept tiny cases containing Scripture verses (called "phylacteries") tied on their hands or foreheads to help them remember God's Word. When the verse says "Bind them on your fingers," it is speaking of remembering God's Word. It is by memorizing His Words that you can "Write them on the tablet of your heart." This is how the Word Begins to live and dwell in you richly!
 
❖Read Deuteronomy 6: 4-9. Write down the different things the Jews were instructed to do to help them remember God's commands.
 
 
 
Although some of these things do not seem very appropriate today, such as wearing phylacteries on our foreheads or hands, these things still contain some very good advise for us today. You can carry a small Bible with you to read during the day. (You can keep it in your pocket or purse - rather than on your head!) It's also a great idea to have plaques of verses that mean a lot to you hanging on your walls at home. You should also talk about these things often. The more you talk about something important, the less likely you are to forget it! All of these things are ways to help you memorize God's Word.
 
The Jews took memorization very seriously. When a rabbi ("teacher") received disciples ("disciplined students") for training, they learned to memorize the rabbi's teachings! This is how they retained what they had learned. Sometimes they put the rabbi's teaching in the form of a poem to help them memorize it. Sometimes they put the teachings to music, and sang them! This is another great way to memorize!
 
As Christ's disciple, you should seriously apply yourself to memorizing His teachings. Then the Word of God can live in you, written on your heart!
 
Meditating on God's Word
Meditating on God's Word means to first fully concentrate on it and think it through, and then take time to ponder it and reflect on it. By spending time meditating on God's Word, we see more clearly how it applies to our lives, and God shows us many things that we have a tendency to miss. We need to give His Word time to find a place in our hearts, and give Him a chance to speak to us through it!
 
▸"I have my hope in your Word. My eyes stay open through the watches of the night, that I may meditate on your promises." (Psalm 119: 147b-148)
 
A quiet time to meditate on God's Word is essential to hearing God speak to you through His Word. The writer of this Psalm chose to stay up late at night when it was most peaceful, and meditate on the promises in God's Word for long periods of time. He knew the great benefit of meditation on the Word, and he thought it was worth losing sleep over!
 
It is not necessary to stay up late at night to meditate; you can meditate on the Word anytime you choose. Many people prefer to set aside time in the mornings before beginning their day. Even though you set aside a specific time every day to fully meditate on God's Word, you should also be meditating on His Word throughout the day. There are many benefits of a habit of constant meditation.
 
▸"Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. But his delight is in the Law of the Lord, and on His Law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers." (Psalm 1: 1-3)
 
Psalm 1 shows us some great benefits of meditating on God's Word! The writer uses the example of a tree to illustrate most of them:
 
1)Health and nourishment (a tree planted by streams of water)
 
2)Fruitfulness (Yields its fruit in season)
 
3)Strength and vitality (whose leaf does not wither)
 
4)Success in the things we do for God (whatever he does prospers)
 
 
Living God's Word
Take your time, and read the following verses carefully! This is the most important section of our lesson this week.
 
▸"Do not merely listen to the Word and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the Word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it - he will be blessed in what he does." (James 1: 22-25)
 
God's Word is like a light shining in a dark place. It brings many things to light that were not seen before. We learn the truth about who God is, what His plan for us is, and who we are. God's Word reveals God's will for our lives, and teaches us what pleases Him. God's Word is also like a mirror that reveals the secrets of our hearts, and sometimes the truth can be unpleasant. God doesn't show us these things to depress us - He wants to change us and give us victory! He wants us to grow! When you apply God's Word to your life, and continue to do it, you will be blessed in all you do. If you forget God's Word after reading it, and go back to your old ways, you will actually end up being deceived, and never really experience the blessing which God's Word speaks about.
 
❖Read Luke 11: 28. In this verse, who does Jesus say will be blessed?
 
 
❖Read Matthew 7: 24-28. What kind of foundation can you build your life on if you put God's Word into practice?
 
 
What kind of foundation will you have if you neglect to put God's Word into practice?
 
 
 
Summary
After hearing the Word, you should go on to read it, study it, memorize it, and meditate on it. As God speaks to you and reveals Himself to you through the Word, you need to apply those things you learn to your life daily, and put them into practice. It is not enough just to learn it - you must live it! All of the promises of God's Word only happen when you continue in it. Don't be a forgetful hearer - be a doer! Live God's Word
 
Starting tomorrow, we will begin our series of five daily devo's focusing on knowing God's Word. Remember to pray and ask God to teach you through His Word. Also ask Him to help you apply it to your life everyday. Be sure to thank Him for helping you to Live the Word! Don't forget to read your Bible everyday!
 
Day 9 Devo  –  Know the Scriptures
 
▸Jesus replied, "You are in error because you do not now the Scriptures or the power of God." (Matthew 22:29)
 
Here Jesus told the Sadducees that the root of their misunderstanding was not knowing the Scriptures, or the power of God. As a result, their beliefs were completely faulty! These men were the leaders of organized religion in their day. They were supposed to have perfect understanding of spiritual things, and the people looked to them for guidance. Yet the things that they taught were just a combination of their traditions and their own personal opinions. It's no wonder the people understood so little about God.
 
Today much of organized religion has the same problem. Many groups fabricate their teachings to stay in line with tradition, whether right or wrong. Many people just invent their own teachings to gratify their own desires! Some of these people do not know that their teachings are not in line with the Bible, and many of them do not care. They do not know the power of God or fear God's judgment. The Bible foretold of these things we see today ...
 
❖Read I Timothy 4: 1-4.
 
Point to Ponder
To keep from being deceived by false teachers, and also by our own sinful desires, it's very important to know the Word! We must firmly hold on to the truth we have heard in God's Word, so we can stay on the right track!
‣"We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away." (Hebrews 2:1)
 
Day 10 Devo  –  Discerning the Heart
 
The heart is deceitful above all things, and beyond cure. Who can understand it?
 
▸"I the Lord search the heart and examine the mind..." (Jeremiah 17:10)
 
God is able to see the motivations of our hearts clearly. Nothing is hidden from Him. But we ourselves are very unfamiliar with what is really in our hearts. Not only are we unable to cure our hearts by our own power, but they also deceive us constantly, so that we don't know how sick our hearts really are. If we don't know our true condition, then we won't realize how much we need God's power to change us. Much of what we need to know is hidden from us, and it is only through God's Word that we are able to see the truth. God's Word is like a light that illuminates the darkness and enables us to see the things we would normally miss. As we begin to see, one by one, the areas where we need God's cleansing power, we can look to Him to change us.
 
James talked about God's Word as a mirror that shows us what we really are like. Although it may sometimes be a little scary to see the truth about your condition, it is absolutely necessary for your transformation! And the way this is revealed to you is through God's Word!
 
Point to Ponder
‣"For the Word of God is living and active. Sharper than any two-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart." (Hebrews 4:12)
 
Day 11 Devo  –  Still Speaking
 
We saw in Hebrews 4: 12 that the Word of God is living and active. In John 6: 63 Jesus also tells us: "The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life."
 
There is life in God's Word because God's Word is alive. We have also learned that the Word of God is eternal. In Matthew 24: 35 Jesus tells us: "Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away."
 
The Bible isn't just a history of the things God said in the past. If this were the case, we would find no power, no comfort, no salvation, and no life. The Bible would be no more than ink on paper, just like any other book. The reason the Bible is different is because the Word of God is alive and powerful today! Through the Bible, God Himself speaks His Word to our hearts today by the Holy Spirit who lives in us!
 
Point to Ponder
God is still speaking today, just as He always has. It is His nature to speak, and to reach out to His creation. He desires for you to hear His voice! Because our hearts are still sinful, and our minds are often preoccupied with worldly things, we are not sensitive to His voice, as we should be. As we grow in Christ and become more fully yielded to Him, we become more sensitive. We learn how God is speaking to our hearts today by learning the Word God has spoken. As God speaks to you through His Word in the Bible, you will learn to recognize God's voice in your life.
 
Day 12 Devo  –  Already Clean!
 
▸"Sanctify them by the truth. Your Word is truth." -Jesus praying to the Father (John 17: 17)
 
Every day God's Word is working in our lives to make us holy and devoted to our Lord. This is a life-long process, and it is not always an easy one. Our biggest encouragement is knowing exactly how the battle ends - we win! One day the fight will be over and we will stand perfect before our Father forever. God already sees the end of His work in us. In His eternal eyes, we are already clean!
 
▸"You are already clean because of the Word I have spoken to you." - Jesus (John 15: 3)
 
Point to Ponder
Although you will never be perfect while you are still on this earth, and you will often require God's cleansing, yet in God's eyes you are already clean through His Word! God now attributes Jesus' righteousness to you just because you believe and trust in His Word! It is very important to realize this, so that you don't become discouraged when you see the areas in your life that He is still cleansing. Even though you may have a long way yet to go, God sees the end of the battle. He sees the day when you will stand before Him in glory, made perfect forever! The victory is so certain that Jesus tells us: "You are already clean because of the Word..."
 
Day 13 Devo  –  The Sword of the Spirit
 
Often the quest for holiness in our lives is a battle, and it's not long before we realize that we cannot win it by our own power. God has gives us spiritual weapons to fight spiritual battles. For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. (2 Corinthians 10: 3-4)
 
❖Read Ephesians 6:10-18. Notice the different pieces of defensive armor, and the offensive weapons.
 
We will be studying more about the defensive pieces of armor in future studies. Notice that there are only two offensive weapons listed in this entire list:
 
▸"Take ... the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. And pray in the Spirit..." 
(Ephesians 6:17b-18a)
 
Point to Ponder
All spiritual battles can be fought and won successfully with the Word of God and prayer! We have already seen the power of God's Word in many ways in the last two weeks, and we will see the power of prayer in the next two weeks. Whether we are resisting strong temptation, or actually fighting the forces of the devil himself, God's Word is invincible. There is no greater power in the world to fight with. Even the demons of hell flee from the Word of God. Whatever you may encounter, all you need to know and trust in is God's Word! Store it up in your heart now. You never know when you'll need it!
 
Day 14 Questions  –  Week 2 (Living God's Word)
 
Take your time and answer the following questions. You can look back at the study if you like. 
 
 
1)Why are reading & studying God's Word so important?
 
 
 
 
 
2)Why is memorizing God's Word so important?
 
 
 
 
 
3)Why is meditating on God's Word so important?
 
 
 
 
 
4)Why is living God's Word the most important thing?
 
Day 15 Study  –  The Prayer Habit
 
Communication
Communication is the most important and vital part of a growing and thriving relationship. Without communication a relationship is impossible. You can know about someone by just hearing or reading about them, but only through communication with them can you truly know them.
 
Our relationship with God also requires communication. Many people know about God to some degree. There are even those people who have extensive knowledge about God, but still do not know Him personally. Even as Christians, we can be constantly learning about God, but still not really getting to know Him better in a personal way. The thing that makes the big difference is prayer.
 
Prayer is communicating with God
Prayer is the way we communicate with God. It is the expression of our hopes and fears, and the way we share our joys and sorrows. It is the way we present our requests to God, and give thanks for the many ways he blesses us. It is the way we ask God to work in the lives of others, as well as in our own lives. In prayer we confess our sins and ask for God's forgiveness. We also look for the answers to our questions, and the solutions to our problems. Another very important part of prayer is expressing our praise and adoration of God, as we begin to see his great power and his awesome glory. It is important to remember that prayer is the primary way that we get to know our Father better.
 
Getting to know God through prayer
God the Father wants you, as His child, to know Him. A good example of how this relationship grows is seen by looking at a newborn baby and his/her parents. From the beginning the baby has a strong emotional bond to his/her parents, as well as a tremendous physical need for them. But the child has very little knowledge of what his/her parents are really like as people when he/she is newborn. The parents know the baby far more than the baby knows them. But as time passes and the child grows up with his/her parents, he/her gradually learns many things about them, and eventually gets to now them much better. This is the way it is with your Father in heaven. As you continue in prayer, you will grow and mature in your relationship with Him. You will get to know Him much better.
 
How do I pray?
You can pray alone in private, and you can also pray with others. You can pray silently, and you can also pray aloud. God does not require us to pray in a formal way, or according to any set ritual. He simply desires for you to spend time with Him, and He takes great pleasure in your fellowship with Him.
 
If you are not used to praying, it may require a little bit of discipline to get started. You are not naturally going to begin to desire something that you haven't experienced before. But once you have seen the power and comfort of prayer in your life, you will begin to strongly desire the close fellowship with God that you've discovered.
 
The habit of prayer
The first thing that is helpful to do is to set aside a certain time to pray every day. Although you can pray anytime you want to, making a schedule will help you develop some discipline in prayer, and you'll get a good prayer habit started. Many people call this regular time of prayer "daily devotions." (Our nickname is "daily devo's.") This is a time completely devoted to God, and a time for you to devote yourself completely to Him.
 
A great way to pray every day is in the morning after getting up. Starting your day with prayer focuses your mind on God, and it is in prayer that you will find the strength you need to show the world Jesus' love. Another good time to pray is during a lunch break from work or school, to re-establish your mind-set on Christ for the rest of the day. Prayer time before bed is a perfect way to reflect on the events of the day with God, and it will help you to go to sleep with your mind again set on God. If you ever have a problem with bad dreams, try Bible reading and prayer before bed!
 
❖Read Psalm 55: 17. When did David have his daily prayer times?
 
 
❖Read Daniel 6: 10. How many times every day did Daniel set aside to pray to God?
 
 
What do I pray for?
There are different types of prayers for different purposes, and all of them are important in your relationship with God. Let's look at each of these types of prayer:
 
Praise and worship
Praise and Worship are how we express our adoration and awe of all that God is, and all He has done. When we begin to perceive the awesome splendor and glorious majesty of our Lord, our hearts respond with Worship. Praise is when we tell God all the wonderful things that He is, and how much He means to us. In these special times of prayer we draw closest to our Father!
 
❖Read Hebrews 13: 15. What type of sacrifice should we continually offer to God?
 
 
Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving is similar to Praise and Worship. It is recognizing the many generous things that God has given us, and the faithful way that He provides for us, and thanking Him for it! It also means thanking God for the work He has done in our lives, and the work He is doing, and for His work in the lives of others.
 
❖Read I Thessalonians 5: 18. In what circumstances does God desire for us to give thanks?
 
 
Confession
Confession is when we admit our sins and shortcomings to God. Because of Jesus' sacrifice we are forgiven, but we need to be quick to repent of our sins and turn away from them! We must often pray for God's cleansing in our hearts. We should also quickly go to prayer when we are tempted to sin. God will give us the strength to do what is right!
 
❖Read I John 1: 9. What is God always faithful to do when we confess our sins?
 
 
❖Read Mark 11: 25. What else do we need to do when we ask for God's forgiveness?
 
 
Supplication and Intercession
Supplication is when we bring our requests to God. There are many different kinds of requests or petitions. We pray for God to provide our needs, for physical healings, for spiritual victories, and for God's wisdom. We can pray for ourselves and for other people that we know, and even for people that we do not know personally.
 
When we pray on behalf of someone other than ourselves, this is called Intercession. Intercession on behalf of others is highly regarded by God, and through these prayers He does much of His work. It is a genuine blessing to be used by God in this way. It is also true that when we become concerned with the needs of others, we become less preoccupied with ourselves and our own problems.
 
❖Read Ephesians 6: 18. When and How does this scripture tell us we should pray?
 
 
❖Who does this verse tell us to pray for?
 
 
❖Read I Timothy 2: 1-4. Who are we told to pray for here?
 
 
Many prayers actually fall into more than one of the categories we've discussed. We often pray different kinds of prayers at the same time.
 
❖Read James 5: 16. What different kinds of prayer do you recognize here?
 
 
❖According to this verse how important are your prayers?
 
 
❖Read Philippians 4:6. What other type of prayer should always accompany our petitions to God?
 
 
Answers to prayer requests
God answers prayers in many ways. The important thing to know is that He will always answer.
 
❖Read Matthew 7: 7-8. What does Jesus promise us in these verses?
 
 
Sometimes an answer takes longer than we want. God's timing is always perfect - ours usually is not. Sometimes an answer to a request may be "Yes," or "No," or "Wait." We must always trust that our wise and loving Father knows best. His supreme concern is our well-being.
 
If you are praying for God to touch someone's life, then of course seeing the work He is doing will be the answer you are looking for. You may not always see what God is doing in someone's heart right away, but He is at work! Be patient, and keep praying! God wants us to be persistent in intercessory prayer.
 
Many of our prayers require much more than a "Yes" or "No" answer. Prayers for wisdom, and prayers for direction in our lives are good examples of areas where we need God to speak to us more specifically. God answers these prayers in a few different ways, but usually it is through His written Word, as we are led by the Holy Spirit.
 
 
How does God speak to us?
One of the ways that God speaks to us is through His Word. Most of the answers that we seek are found in the Bible, and the Holy Spirit has a truly fascinating way of leading us to the answers we need. We also receive assurance and understanding from the Holy Spirit, as He helps us to apply the Word to our lives. The important factor for God to speak to you in this way is to stay in the Word! It is a good idea always to pray as you are reading the Bible, and ask God to open up His Word to you.
 
❖Read Psalm 119: 105. How can God direct us through His Word?
 
 
❖Read John 8: 31-32. How can we know the truth?
 
 
The Holy Spirit often impresses God's Word for us on our minds and hearts.
 
❖Read John 14: 26. We see here that the Holy Spirit will bring the Lord's Word to our memory when we need it. The Holy Spirit is our Teacher and Counselor.
 
❖Read John 16: 13-14. Here Jesus tells us that it is the Holy Spirit who guides us into all truth, and makes the things of God known to us. Sometimes the Spirit speaks so clearly to our hearts that it seems that we have actually heard God's voice! It takes much experience in God's Word and in daily prayer to learn to hear God's voice in your life. That is why it is so important to develop good prayer habits!
 
Another way that God can speak to us is through the wise counsel of other Christians. Always compare this counsel to God's Word to make sure it is really from God. God does not contradict Himself. Always look for the evidence of God's work in the other person's life. If you see they are in love with God and want to please Him, and they are walking in holiness, then their counsel is probably good to heed. Always pray about it!
 
It is not a good idea to immediately trust a "word" or "vision" that just pops into our minds as being God's Spirit speaking to us. Many people have had serious problems as a result of hastily assuming that their own thoughts and things from their imaginations were from God. We must test these "visions" to see if they are truly inspired by the Spirit. Here are a few ways to judge the true origin of these things:
 
1)Does it glorify God? If is does not glorify God, it is not inspired by the Holy Spirit, because His purpose is to glorify the Father and the Son. Does it completely agree with God's Word in the Bible? If not, it cannot be inspired by the Spirit of truth. God never contradicts Himself. The Spirit is truth, and the Spirit is God. The Spirit only speaks the true Words of God.
 
2)Does it condone any sin or compromise, or accept any wrong motives? God's Holiness cannot accept any unholiness, and the Holy Spirit never endorses impurity of any kind. Our hearts are often deceitful. The Spirit searches our hearts, and reveals improper motives . We must turn from our self-serving ways whenever He reveals them to us. If any "vision" satisfies our own cravings, beware! A true vision from God leads us to desire His will, not ours!
 
Summary
Prayer is the way we communicate with God, and the way we get to know Him intimately. It is important to get a good daily devotional prayer habit started right away! There are different kinds of prayers for different needs, including Praise and Worship, Thanksgiving, Confession, Supplication, and Intercession. God greatly desires for you to grow in all of these prayers. God will always answer your prayers, usually through His Word in the Bible and the witness of the Holy Spirit in your heart, and through the wise counsel of your spiritual leaders.
 
Starting tomorrow, we will begin our series of five daily devo's focusing on prayer. As you start each of the devo's, remember to pray and ask God to teach you through His Word! And also, be sure to thank God for what He shows you, and ask Him to help you apply it to your life. Also remember how important it is to get started on a daily devotional schedule right away! Spending time in God's Word and in prayer every day is just as important as eating breakfast, lunch, and dinner. Don't starve!
 
Day 16 Devo  –  Private Prayer
 
▸"The news about Him spread all the more, so that crowds of people came to hear Him and to be healed of their sicknesses. But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed." (Luke 5:15-16)
 
Jesus usually had very little time for Himself while He was on earth. He came to be a servant to us, and He devoted Himself fully to His ministry. Because of the stressful and hectic nature of His days, He constantly spent time alone in prayer. To avoid distractions, He found private places where He would be alone and undisturbed during these times of prayer.
 
❖Read Luke 6: 12-13
 
Here we see Jesus praying in private all night long! Since Jesus was the Son of God, and perfect in His ways, we might think that He did not really need to spend time in prayer. Yet he spent more time in prayer with His Father than the best of us do. He has clearly shown us the importance of private prayer time.
 
In the beginning section of Luke 6, Jesus made the pharisees and lawyers furious by His healing miracle, and they wanted to find a way to destroy Him. Jesus constantly encountered the same kind of opposition from evil men. Jesus sought His refuge in prayer alone with the Father, and found strength, confidence, and comfort.
 
It was also the night before the choosing of the twelve apostles that Jesus spent all night in prayer. In preparation for this important decision, which required much wisdom, Jesus prepared with private prayer The beginning of this new ministry through His chosen twelve began in prayer!
 
Point to Ponder
Jesus has given us a valuable example to follow. When you are going through trying situations, and need to be renewed, private prayer time is what you need! Apart from distractions and disturbances, you can concentrate on God and what He wants to show you. Here you will find His peace, rest, and strength to go on.
When you are in situations where you need God's direction in your life, and you are faced with new and important challenges, you should also prepare with prayer! You need to know that you are going in the direction God desires, and you need to commit your way to God through prayer.
 
Day 17 Devo  –  Persistent Prayer
 
We have seen the way Jesus used parables to explain spiritual principles to His followers. Jesus also used a parable to teach His disciples the importance of persistence in prayer.
 
❖Read Luke 18: 1-8.
 
Jesus shows us that even an unjust judge who cared nothing at all about us could eventually be persuaded to answer a request, if we were extremely persistent.
 
God our Father is concerned about us constantly, in every way, and there is no injustice in Him. He will always answer us, although sometime we must wait for a while. In His wisdom He is doing things in the best way, and at the best time, for our own good.
 
Point to Ponder
Since we have this confidence that God fully wants to answer us and will answer us, and He is always just, how much more should we be persistent in prayer to God than we would be to the unjust judge? If the unjust will answer you, surely your loving Heavenly Father can be relied upon to answer you! Some Christians do not pray as much as they should, because they really aren't sure that God is going to answer them. After praying for a while, and not seeing the answer they want, they just give up! It is important to remember that God's timing is not always our timing. God is always faithful to answer His children's prayers in the best way, and at the best time. You should keep on praying! In I Thessalonians 5: 17, Paul tells you: Pray continually!
 
Day 18 Devo  –  United in Prayer
 
We have seen how important it is to have private prayer time. It is also important to pray with others! Sometimes we need the support of someone else praying with us and for us. And it is always a blessing to be able to pray for someone else.
 
▸"Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective." (James 5: 16)
 
When James speaks of "a righteous man" in the verse above, he is speaking of those who are forgiven for their sin, and are now called righteous by God, because of Jesus' sacrifice. (We know that there is nobody who is righteous in themselves, except Jesus!) Our prayers as Christians are now powerful and effective, especially when we agree in prayer with other Christians.
 
Sometimes it is somewhat humbling to confess our sins and burdens to each other and accept each other's prayers. But this truly is God's will for us, and it pleases Him. We all need to have close friends that we can trust with our burdens, who can also trust us with their burdens. It is a true privilege to be able to pray for another's needs.
 
Point to Ponder
God wants us to pray with each other, and it is often through these prayers that He does great works in our lives! Sharing our struggles with each other and supporting each other in temptations and trials is part of what being a Christian friend is all about. We should also share our victories, and rejoice with each other. Both in good times and hard times, God loves for us to pray together!
Do you have any prayer partners yet? If not ask God to give you someone to pray with. You will soon find that praying with Christian friends is a huge blessing!
 
Day 19 Devo  –  Pray in Reverence
 
▸"Who is the man who reverently fears and worships the Lord? Him shall He teach in the way that he should choose... The secret of the sweet, satisfying companionship of the Lord have they who fear, revere and worship Him, and He will show them His covenant, and reveal to them its deep, inner meaning." (Psalm 25: 12,14 AMP)
 
God has freely given us all things in Christ Jesus and forgiven us for all our sins. Sometimes we can begin to take this great gift for granted. We can forget that our liberty was purchased with Jesus Christ's own blood! We can forget it was God Almighty - the Creator and King of the Universe who humbled Himself to redeem us by the death of His Son! 
 
When the Bible speaks about the fear of the Lord, it is not speaking about the kind of fear that makes us run from Him, as if He wanted to harm us. The fear of the Lord is a deep reverence and awe of his Holy Majesty.
 
God Almighty should not be approached flippantly, as if He were a mere man like us. If we ever saw just a glimpse of His holy glory, we would surely know the meaning of perfect fear. Although God loves us dearly, and would never harm His children in any away, He is still the awesome Almighty God, and we do well to give Him all the reverence which He is due.
 
Point to Ponder
‣"...Let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire." (Hebrews 12: 28b-29)
 
Day 20 Devo  –  Pray with Confidence
 
Because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which made the way for us to come back to God, we have been adopted into His family. We are now God's children, and we are heirs of His many great promises in Christ. When we pray, we should pray with the assurance and confidence of sons and daughters approaching their Father.
 
▸"The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children." (Romans 8: 16)
 
We also have great assurance because of how much God was willing to pay to redeem us and make us His children again. If He thought we were worth dying for, then certainly we can commit our prayers to Him with confidence that they are important to Him, and that He will never withhold any good thing from us.
 
▸"He who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all - how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things?” (Romans 8: 32)
 
We also have great confidence because Jesus Himself is our great high priest. As a man, He experienced everything that we must endure. Because of this, we know He is sympathetic to all of our earthly needs.
 
❖Read Hebrews 4: 14-16.
 
Point to Ponder
‣"Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence..." (Hebrews 4: 16)
‣"In Him (Jesus) and through faith in Him we may approach God with freedom and confidence." (Ephesians 3:12)
 
Day 21 Questions  –  Week 3 (The Prayer Habit)
 
Take your time and answer the following questions. You can look back at the study if you like. 
 
 
1)What are some reasons that it is important to spend time in prayer everyday?
 
 
 
 
 
2)What are the different kinds of prayer?
 
 
 
 
 
3)How does God answer prayer?
 
 
 
 
 
4)How are you now building good prayer habits?
 
Day 22 Study  –  The Lord's Prayer
 
Our Great Heavenly Father is omnipotent, which means all-powerful. He is also omniscient, or all-knowing. The wisdom of God is perfect and complete. And most importantly, His love towards us is unconditional and infinite. His boundless love never changes. There is no limit to God's love, wisdom, and power towards us. Let's consider this awesome reality:
 
His love for us is so complete that there is nothing He would not do for us. He demonstrated this abundantly in His sacrifice for us at the cross! He has freely given us all things for our eternal inheritance. In His perfect wisdom He always does the best things for us, and he always gives us only the best gifts. And in His limitless power, He can easily do every good thing that He has purposed for us in His wisdom and His love!
 
As we see God's complete willingness and ability to wisely answer our prayers, we begin to realize how very powerful our prayers really are. In this week, you will discover some important principles Jesus taught for experiencing answered prayer in your life daily!
 
The Lord's Prayer
❖Read the way in which Jesus taught His disciples to pray in Matthew 6: 9-13. Think about each section of the model prayer as you read it. These are essential elements of a prayer that is pleasing to God. This is a prayer you can know that God will answer.
 
Let's look at each part of Jesus' model prayer:
 
 Request #1 
"Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name."
 
The first request begins by acknowledging Who God is - our Father Creator, who dwells in heaven. We must first believe that God is, and that He will hear and answer us.
 
Hallowed means "made Holy." Holy means sanctified, or set apart, separated from what is common or ordinary, and it also implies moral excellence or perfection. When the word is used to describe God Himself, it recognizes that in essence He is completely "other." He is completely other than anything we can see or comprehend. He is so much greater than us in essence that we can never even begin to conceive of Who or What He is in Himself, that is in His perfect and eternal spiritual form. We can only see and understand the way that He has humbled Himself in His mercy to make Himself known to us. God dwells in a realm that no mortal man can approach, and the brightness of His glory would consume any who would dare to behold Him. We now live and hope for the day when we will be miraculously transformed so that we can see Him in all His glory at last. This is our great hope, and the consuming desire of all who love Him.
 
Our foremost desire should be that God's name be revered as Holy. We should always pray that God's holiness will be made known. One day all people will see the awesome glory of His holiness and bow before Him, even those who have rejected Him. We pray for the coming of that day. We also pray for God to be glorified now in this present world. We want people to believe and bow before Him in love now, before it is too late, and they must bow before Him in terror.
 
We especially pray that God will be glorified through us, as the world sees the miracle of our new lives. There is no greater calling than being chosen to reflect God's glory!
 
Praying for God's glory
As we learn to pray for things that glorify God, we must know how God desires to be glorified.
 
❖Read John 15: 5-8, and answer the following: In verse 8, how is our Father glorified?
 
 
❖In verse 5, how can we bear much fruit?
 
 
❖In verse 7, what does Jesus say is necessary for answered prayer?
 
 
God's will is for us to bear much fruit in our lives that will glorify Him. We are called to show the world that we are His disciples through the good fruit He produces in us. If we remain firmly founded in Jesus, and His Words live in us, we will be very fruitful! Our greatest desire will be to glorify Him in our lives. This desire to glorify Him is actually part of the fruit that He produces in us! When you pray from this God-given desire to be fruitful and glorify Him, He will certainly answer your prayers!
 
❖Read John 15: 16. Why did Jesus choose us?
 
 
❖What kind of prayer does Jesus promise that the Father will answer?
 
 
What does it mean to ask something "In Jesus' name?" This is much more than just saying the words "In Jesus' name" after every prayer. Praying in Jesus' name is knowing that Jesus Himself has given you this prayer, and it is Jesus' desire! When we say "In Jesus' name," we are saying: "I am praying what Jesus has directed me to pray."
 
▸"And I will do whatever you ask in My name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask Me for anything in My name, and I will do it. If you love me, you will obey what I command." 
- Jesus (John 14: 13-15)
 
Jesus' desire was to bring glory to the Father. To pray in His name is to share that same God-given desire to bring glory to our Father. We see here also that to love Him means doing what He commands! Why is this so important to answered prayer? Let's look at the Lord's prayer again.
 
 
 Request #2 
"Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven."
 
Jesus said that we should pray for God's will! We pray to see the day when His kingdom will come, and all things will be finally subject to His will forever. We also pray for God's will now in our lives, and in this present world.
 
Praying for God's Will
▸"This is the assurance we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that He hears us - whatever we ask - we know that we have what we asked of Him." (I John 5: 14-15)
 
Praying for God's will means praying for the things God has showed us He desires, or wills. It also means praying for God's will to be done when we do not know exactly what His will is. Although there are many situations in our lives where we may not know God's specific will, or how He will work, the most important part of God's will has been made known to us through His Word in the Bible. This is called God's general will, because it is true in every situation. You may study the Word to know God's will for you. A large part of God's will is keeping His commands.
 
▸"If you obey my commands, you will remain in My love, just as I have obeyed My Father's commands and remain in His love." - Jesus (John 8: 29)
 
Jesus always did those things that pleased the Father. Because Jesus' will was always the Father's will, His prayers were always for the things that pleased the Father. His prayers were always answered, and they were always powerful. When you pray in Jesus' name, you are saying that you are praying as Jesus prayed - for the things that please the Father!
 
❖Read I John 3: 21-22. In verse 22, what are the two ways we know we will receive from God what we ask?
 
 
 Request #3 
"Give us today our daily bread."
 
In Matthew 6: 8, the verse right before Jesus began His model prayer. He told the disciples that the Father already knows what we need before we ask Him. We do not have to worry about explaining all the specifics of our needs to God - He knows our needs much better than we do! What we need to do most is trust God to provide our needs. It is in prayer that we commit our needs to God.
 
Praying for our needs
It is important to realize that in Jesus' prayer He first acknowledged Who God is, then prayed that His holiness would be glorified, then prayed for His will to be done, both ultimately, and in our lives daily, all before He ever began to pray about our personal needs. This was not because He thought our needs were unimportant.
 
❖Read Matthew 6: 31-33. Jesus said that all of our needs would be met, if we would just seek what one desire?
 
 
God thinks our needs are very important. But He alone understands what our most important needs really are. Many times we completely overlook the things we desperately need, and focus too much on the everyday physical needs with whom we are supposed to trust God.
 
 
 Request #4 
"Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors."
 
Praying for forgiveness
In this verse, the word "debts" means transgressions, or sins. We confess to God in prayer that we are sinners, and constantly in need of His forgiveness. When we sin, we must confess our sin to God, and ask for forgiveness on the basis of Jesus' sacrifice for us. This does not mean that when we sin we become unforgiven or unsaved again. When we were redeemed and born again, we were forgiven once and for all by the blood of Jesus Christ on the cross. But we must continually submit ourselves to God's mercy, because we always remember that it is only by Jesus' sacrifice that we are forgiven. When we realize that every one of our sins is something our merciful Lord suffered great pain and shame dying for, we will seek to live holy lives much more seriously.
 
The second part of this verse is crucial. We realize that we have done no good work to merit God's favor, and it is by His grace alone that we are saved and forgiven. How can we then require others to work to merit our forgiveness? We are commanded to forgive just for the asking!
 
❖Read Matthew 6: 14-15, which follows the Lord's prayer. Why does Jesus tell us we must forgive others?
 
 
The message here is very important. Only God is worthy to judge any man. He alone is righteous and holy. If God forgives, who are we to say that He is wrong in His judgment, and another person should not be forgiven?
 
The Almighty Son of God became a man, bearing all of our sins Himself in suffering and death, so we could be forgiven. Who are we to say that this is not a sufficient price to pay for someone's forgiveness? What greater price could have been paid? Who is greater than God who could have died in our place? If we will not accept the price God paid as a good enough reason to forgive someone else, how can we say we accept the price as being a good enough reason for us to be forgiven? When we truly understand that God has freely forgiven our multitudes of sins, the offenses of others seem small in comparison. When we truly appreciate the depth of God's grace towards us, we will find this grace in our hearts towards others. This is the character of the new creation. It is a work of God in us. We do not forgive to be forgiven; we forgive because we have been forgiven. This is God's will and purpose for us, and a necessity for answered prayer.
 
 Request #5 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one."
 
We must be constantly aware that we are still sinful people, and take care not to be led astray! Following God is not a casual stroll into perfection. Walking in holiness is often a battle, and we cannot hope to be victorious unless we continue in prayer.
 
Praying for deliverance
▸"Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Come near to God and He will come near to you." (James 4: 7-8a)
 
Prayerful submission to God is vitally important as we seek victory in temptation. You cannot fight the devil by your own strength. Resisting the devil causes him to flee only when you have first submitted yourself to God. As you draw near to God, He will draw near to you! The presence of God is quite enough to send Satan running when you resist him. Let's look at the rest of the verse we started.
 
▸"Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded." (James 4:8b)
 
Submission to God means a change of heart! It is God Who does this work, but we must submit to Him. As long as we are unwilling to surrender sin in our lives to God, our prayers will lack the power we have been studying about. The double-minded person tries to hold on to God and their old ways at the same time, and that is impossible!
 
❖Read Psalm 66: 18. What can cause God not to hear our prayers?
 
 
Let's look again at a verse we read earlier in this study.
 
▸"Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive from Him anything we ask, because we obey His commands and do what pleases Him." (1 John 3:21-22)
 
When we submit ourselves to God, and allow Him to purify our hearts, we can truly desire the things that please God. We will not ask for things that go against His commands or displease Him. We will ask for the things that please Him, because those will be the things that we want also! It is then that we can begin to know the promises of answered prayer.
 
Summary
In Jesus model prayer, which he used to begin to teach His disciples how to pray, He showed us several very important ways to pray. We should begin by acknowledging God's greatness, and pray that His name would by revered as Holy. We seek for Him to be glorified in this world and in our lives. We should pray for the coming of God's kingdom, and also pray for His will to be done now in this world, and especially in our lives. We pray for our daily needs, and trust God to provide them. We confess our sins to God and ask for His forgiveness. We also demonstrate His forgiveness in our lives by forgiving others. We ask God to keep us from falling in our temptations, and to deliver us from the evil one.
 
We will be studying more about prayer in future weeks. There is so much we need to learn about this language of love between our Heavenly Father and us. But the most important things cannot be learned from any Bible study. Studying can give you helpful information about how to pray, but the true art of prayer can only be learned in prayer, as you experience firsthand the joy and wonder of personally coming into God's presence. The most important things you need to learn will be taught to you by God Himself during those times you devote to Him in loving submission.
 
Starting tomorrow, we will begin our five daily devo's. Remember the Lord's model prayer when you pray! Ask God to teach you more about how to pray everyday, and most important - spend time in prayer everyday!
 
Day 23 Devo  –  The Spirit Intercedes
 
Many times we don't know what our most important needs really are. We may be praying for something that would end up hurting us in some way, without even knowing it. Often the things we think we need are not the things that would be best for us. If God honored our faulty judgment and gave us exactly what we asked for all the time, we would be in serious trouble. It would not be long before we had self-destructed.
 
In His love for us, God answers our prayers in the best possible way. We may not understand why He answers us in certain ways until much later in the future. We may not understand some of these answers until the day when we see Him face to face. But we know that His wisdom is perfect, and His love for us is limitless. We must always trust that He knows best. We can be sure that God will not let our own misunderstandings of what to pray for hurt us or the others we are praying for.
 
What about the times we need to pray, but we have no idea what to pray for?
 
One of the great ministries of the Holy Spirit in our lives is that of an intercessor. The Spirit in us actually prays it for us when we don't know what to pray for. He makes intercession for us according to the will of God.
 
❖Read Romans 8: 26-28.
 
Point to Ponder
You confidently pray to God even when you have no idea what to pray for! The Holy Spirit is busy praying for all of your specific needs - physical, emotional, and spiritual! You can lift your heart in prayer to your Father without even knowing the words to speak. After all, prayer is more than just words - it is an attitude of heart!
 
Day 24 Devo  –  Pray for our Country
 
▸"If my people, who are called by name, will humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their lands." (2 Chronicles 7: 14)
 
There has never been a time in the history of our nation when we more desperately needed God's forgiveness and healing. God's name is no longer revered as holy, and His will is certainly not a consideration in any of our laws or policies. The last thing most people want is to see God's kingdom come; many don't even want to admit he exists. Many have changed God into their own private version - a distortion; an imaginary little god that can better fit into their sinful lives; one who demands no response from them, no commitment, and no holiness. This is not the way our country was founded. The sovereignty of God was foundational in the beliefs and politics of our founding fathers. Christian beliefs and morals were meant to be the controlling influence in the direction of our nation.
 
God promises forgiveness and hearing for our nation if we will again turn to Him and seek Him. This revival of reverence for God which we desperately need starts with each one of us individually. And apart from any of the activities we may be involved in to promote godliness in our world, there is something very important that we all can and should do - pray!
 
❖Read I Timothy 2: 1-4.
 
Point to Ponder
Although as one person your power to effect change in our society may seem minimal, in prayer you have great power! You are a child of the Living Almighty God, and when you pray for His glory - God listens and acts! Pray!
 
Day 25 Devo  –  Don't Be Distracted!
 
There seems to be no limit to the number of things that can distract us during our daily devotions as we try to seek God in the Word and in prayer. It requires a little bit of self-discipline sometimes to stay on track!
 
The first thing you must do is to make up your mind that nothing is more important than your time with the Lord. You must make a conscious decision that you are not going to let anything prevent you from having that personal time.
 
The next thing you must do is to realize the ways that the enemy tries to distract you. Then you must plan to prevent these things from being effective. For instance - if the telephone always seems to go crazy when you start to pray, there is a reason! But the answer to this problem is simple - turn off the phone until you are done praying. If you always seem to be disturbed by other people when you pray, try to have your prayer time in a more private place where you won't be disturbed. You can also put a sign on your door that you don't want to be disturbed at that time.
 
No matter how well you plan, there will always be some distractions that you just can't prevent. Remember that you have decided not to let these things change your focus. If the enemy knows that there is a certain way he can always distract you successfully, he will always use that very method. If you refuse to let yourself be distracted, the enemy will eventually get tired of trying something that just isn't working.
 
Point to Ponder
There are certainly many things that can be distracting which we haven't mentioned here. But whatever the problem may be, your greatest strength is in your decision that you will put God first and not let anything else interfere. Refusing to be distracted is an important lesson to learn for effective devotional time!
 
Day 26 Devo  –  Powerful Prayer
 
In Acts chapter four, we read about the apostles Peter and John being called before the Sanhedrin, the ruling council of the Jews. As the chief priests and elders threatened the apostles not to speak or teach in the name of Jesus anymore, the apostles boldly answered that they must serve God rather than men.
 
As the apostles returned to the group of disciples, they all prayed together as a group! They asked the Lord for boldness so that they could continue to glorify the Lord despite the threats of the Jewish rulers.
 
❖Read Acts 4: 23-31.
 
When trials and persecutions happened to these men for Jesus' sake, the first thing they did was pray! They know they were not able to handle these situations in their own strength, but God was always faithful to strengthen them. Their habit of going straight to prayer in adverse situations was one of the greatest assets the early church had.
 
We see some important elements of the Lord's model prayer here. These men first acknowledged Who God was: the Creator of all things, the Holy Spirit that speaks to men, the God that anointed Jesus Christ, and the Author of the plan of salvation through Jesus' death for us. We clearly see that these men's greatest desire was for God to be glorified, and for all men to see His glory . They did not want their own fear to cause them to stop preaching the gospel. They also knew that they were praying according to God's will, and trusted God to give them the power to do what He had called them to do. And they prayed all of these things in the name of the Lord Jesus.
 
Point to Ponder
Think about these reasons why the disciples' prayers were so effective: They prayed according to God's will, they prayed for His glory, they prayed believing, they prayed in Jesus name, and they prayed together in unity!
 
Day 27 Devo  –  New Desires to Pray for
 
▸"Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He will give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass." (Psalm 37: 4-5 NKJV)
 
God promises to put good desires into our hearts when we delight ourselves in Him! Delighting ourselves in the Lord means finding our true joy and pleasure in knowing and loving God, and rejecting anything that displeases Him. As we give ourselves fully to the Lord and desire to please Him above everything else, a miracle happens in our hearts. We find our desires changing, and we finally begin to realize what our true desires are. We begin to feel led to pray for things that please God! This is the same supernatural transformation we talked about in month one, week four - "The New Creation." The Lord makes us new from inside out - starting with our hearts!
 
The second verse here promises the fulfillment of the desires that God has put in our hearts. As we fully commit ourselves to Him and trust in Him, He will bring about those things that He has led us to pray for. The great thing about praying for God-given desires is knowing He is going to answer your prayers! God will not give you any desire which He does not plan to fulfill in your life!
 
Point to Ponder
Your Father Creator knows your true desires much better than you do. Sin once deceived and blinded us all to think that our old sinful desires would bring happiness. Only in Jesus can you realize your true and fulfilling desires, which are the same things He desires for you ! The Lord wants to miraculously change you inside, so that your heart's desires are in perfect harmony with His!
 
Day 28 Questions  –  Week 4 (The Lord's Prayer)
 
Take your time and answer the following questions. You can look back at the study if you like.
 
 
1)Name the different parts of the Lord's prayer.
 
 
 
 
 
2)How does your Father want to be glorified in you ?
 
 
 
 
 
3)What does it mean to pray in Jesus' name?
 
 
 
 
 
4)Why must you forgive others when you pray?
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Day 1 Study  –  God the Trinity
 
As we study the Word of God in the Bible, it is not long before we begin to see an awesome wonder in the nature of God. From the beginning of the Scriptures to the end, God has repeatedly revealed Himself in three persons - the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. these three persons of the Godhead are all one in essence, and are perfectly united in every way. This beautiful union in the Godhead is called the Trinity.
 
 
Beyond our understanding
People can not understand something which they can not imagine, and they can not imagine something that they have not seen or experienced before in some way. Nobody can imagine a color they have never seen before. You may be able to imagine a different tint or shade of a color you have already seen, but a complete new color is beyond your wildest imagination. You really can't imagine anything that is truly new, even if you think that you are imagining a "new" experience, in reality your vision consists of a union of components which you have either seen or experienced in some way before.
 
Because we have never seen or experienced anything like the Trinity of God in our temporal world, we will not be able to fully understand this wonder while we are still in this world. We know that God is a Trinity only because He has revealed it to us, not because we ever comprehended it ourselves. This is actually the best proof of the truth of God's Triune nature. We are sure that God Himself has revealed it to us because we know that we could not have conceived of it ourselves - it is far beyond our comprehension.
 
In your relationship with God, you will find many things that you are not going to fully understand until you are finally with your Lord. Your salvation is not built on your understanding of God or His great mysteries - it is built on faith in Him alone. Imagine a small child with no understanding of what his father does at work or where money comes from, yet the child still trusts his father to provide the next meal and take good care of him. As God's children, we trust Him because we know that He loves us and will always take care of us, NOT because we understand all about Him.
 
▸"The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever..." (Deuteronomy 29: 29a)
 
Although there are many secret things that we cannot perceive, God has also revealed wonderful secrets to those who worship Him. The fascinating truth of the Trinity is one of these divine revelations.
 
▸"The secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him..." (Psalm 25: 14a NKJV)
 
 
The Trinity is seen in baptism
When we make a commitment to live for the Lord Jesus Christ, we demonstrate the dying of our old nature through water baptism. Jesus gave His disciples instructions for baptizing shortly before He ascended back into heaven after His resurrection.
 
❖Read Matthew 28:19-20. How are people supposed to be baptized? 
 
 
 
You can learn two things immediately through this baptism instruction that Jesus gave:
 
1)All the persons of the Trinity are important to you and are at work in your life today.
 
If each person of the Trinity did not play a major part in your salvation and in your new eternal life, Jesus certainly would not have told you to be baptized in all three names.
 
2)All the persons of the Trinity are GOD.
 
To be baptized is to show that you have died and have been given new life. The only One who gives life is God. This means God is the only One we should ever be baptized for. When Jesus tells us to be baptized in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, He is making it very clear that all three are God!
 
 
The Three are One
▸"The Lord our God, the Lord is One." (Deuteronomy 6:4)
 
This is where we may start to smoke a few brain cells. How can three be one? First, we must remember that God is also much greater than us in essence that we can never begin to relate to Who or What He is in Himself. His true form is completely "other" than anything we can comprehend. He has always had to humble Himself in His love to reveal Himself to us in a way that we could understand Him. The greatest example of His humility was seen as the Son of God actually became a man to suffer and die for us!
 
 
The Trinity is seen in creation
▸"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. And the earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters. Then God said, 'Let there be light;' and there was light." (Genesis 1:1-3 NASV)
 
Here we see the Trinity present at the very beginning of the universe and involved in the creation. We see here that the Father created the world through the Word and the Spirit. We see first that the Spirit of God moved on the face of the waters as the earth was formed and arranged. We then see that God created all things by His powerful Word, as He spoke everything into existence. You have already learned (in months 1 & 2) that the eternal Word of God is Jesus Christ; that Jesus Christ was the Word of God becoming a man to reach out to us. (If you have questions about this, see John 1:1-3, & 14-18). We also see the Trinity in the creation of mankind, as God speaks of Himself in a plural sense.
 
▸"Then God said, 'Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.' So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them." (Genesis 1:26-27)
 
Notice first that God calls Himself US, and refers to His image as OUR. Yet the author still speaks of God as HE and HIS. Another interesting thing to note is the original Hebrew word for God here. The word "Elohim," which is used here (and many other places throughout the Hebrew Old Testament), is literally translated "Gods," or "Judges." It is plural! Nevertheless, God is always spoken of as HE, never THEY. This shows us that although God spoke of Himself plurally to help us understand Him, we are supposed to speak of Him singularly. We must know that there is no division or conflict in God.
 
Although God has revealed Himself in three Persons, yet He is perfectly ONE. The Father, Son, and Spirit are always in perfect unity in every way. They are NOT three gods. Together they are ONE God, inseparable and undivided.
 
 
YAHWEH Elohim
In week one of month one we learned that God gave Himself a name, and revealed it to Moses. Jesus also called Himself by this name. It is the Hebrew word “YAHWEH (YHWH),” and it means "I AM THAT I AM." it is often shortened to "YAH," and means literally "I AM." The reason God chose this name is clear - He is like nothing we know or imagine, He just is. He is what He is ... period.
 
There are two important attributes of God seen in the name He chose for Himself: (1) He is self-existent, and (2) He is eternal.
 
"I AM" tells us that He is what He is for no other reason but Himself. He relies on no one and nothing for His existence - He just is. He was here before anything else was created, and all things were created by Him, and for Him. 
 
"I AM" also tells us that there is no time frame with Him - He does not change. He does not say "I was" or "I will be," He proclaims "I AM." He is timeless and eternal. He was here before time began and will be here when it no longer exists. He has always been and will always be exactly what He is.
 
It is very interesting to note that God is referred to as "YAHWEH-Elohim" a multitude of times throughout the Hebrew Scriptures. Most of the times you see "the LORD God" in your Old Testament, the Hebrew is "Yahweh-Elohim." Now that you have learned the meaning of both YAHWEH and Elohim, let's look back at Deuteronomy 6: 4: The Lord our God, the Lord is One.
 
A more literal translation of this verse would read something like this: The "I AM" our Gods, the "I AM" is One.
 
While this may still be quite impossible to fully comprehend, this is probably just about the closest you will come to defining the Trinity of God.
 
 
Always working together 
In every way in which God works in our lives and in the world, all the persons of the Trinity work together in perfect harmony. We've already seen this unity of purpose and action as we studied the creation of the world (p. 5) and Jesus' instructions for baptism (p. 4). As we study the bible, we will find other examples of this unity of God the Trinity.
 
 
Read 1 Peter 1: 1-2 and answer the following questions:
 
❖By whose foreknowledge have we been chosen?
 
 
❖By whose work have we been sanctified?
 
 
❖Who are we called to be obedient to?
 
 
Read 2 Corinthians 13: 14, and answer these questions:
 
❖Whose grace?
 
 
❖Whose love?
 
 
❖Whose fellowship?
 
 
❖Read 1 Corinthians 12: 4-6, and fill in the blanks below:
 
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same ____________________.
 
There are different kinds of service, but the same ____________________.
 
There are different kinds of working, but the same ____________________ works all of them in all men.
 
 
❖Read Titus 3: 4-8b, and fill in the blanks below:
 
But when the kindness and love of ____________________ appeared, He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of His mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by ____________________, whom He poured out on us generously through ____________________, so that, having been justified by His grace we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.
 
 
Read the story of Jesus' baptism in Matthew 3: 13-17. This event signified the beginning of Jesus' ministry on earth. Notice how the Father, Son and Spirit are all shown to be present at this event Throughout Jesus' ministry the Father and the Spirit were always present, just as the Triune God is always present in the lives of all believers today.
 
We will continue our study of the Trinity next week, as we begin to look at the three Persons of the Godhead - the Father, Son, and Spirit - and learn what the Bible teaches us about them.
 
Starting tomorrow, we will begin our series of five daily devo's. Our devo's this week will focus on the greatness of God. As you spend time everyday in God's Word and in prayer, ask God to teach you more about who He is. There is nothing more exciting than getting to know the awesome Triune God personally, as He reveals Himself to you in new and powerful ways. If you are faithful in your devotions to Him, you will soon know what it means to experience the Presence of God!
 
▸"Remember ... The secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him..." (Psalm 25: 14a NKJV)
 
Day 2 Devo  –  Beyond Understanding
 
▸"...You thought I was altogether like you." -God (Psalm 50: 21b)
 
Herein lies the problem in much of what is being taught about God today. Many people think of God and teach about God as if He were altogether like a man. He is not. Many people feel like they should be able to understand God, and they work very hard trying to figure Him out. Quite often these people actually end up changing God into something which they can understand. In their pride they are not willing to let Him be greater than their understanding. They are not willing to let Him be God.
 
You will undoubtedly hear some of these teachings that stem from a lower view of God, and you will soon see the difference in the lives of the people who believe these earthly ideas. The less a person believes God to be, the less they will expect from Him, and the less they will really know the great God "I AM", who transcends all our reality. These people are trying to know God through understanding, rather than through faith. They may store up great knowledge, but they will not really know God.
 
Point to Ponder
‣"How great is God - beyond our understanding!" (Job 36:26a)
It is much more exciting and encouraging NOT to be able to fully understand God. If you could understand Him, He wouldn't be much of a God, would He? But the truth is - we have not even begun to perceive how awesome and glorious our Father really is. What do you think it will it be like when we finally see Him face to face?
 
Day 3 Devo  –  Higher Ways
 
▸"As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts." (Isaiah 55: 9)
 
God's ways are higher than ours. We can't understand much of what God has revealed to us, but we believe that it is true nevertheless. Faith enables us to believe in things which we can't understand. We know by faith that God's realities transcend (greatly surpass) all of our realities. As you begin to perceive God's greatness, you will soon learn that true wisdom from God often does not make sense to the natural man. Quite often true wisdom from God is in direct contradiction to the wisdom of this world.
 
As you Grow as a Christian, you will begin to see many paradoxes that our faith is built on. A paradox is something that seems contradictory, yet is completely true. A few good examples of paradoxes are found in R.A.D. month one, week four - "The New Creation." For instance, we learned that we must die with Christ so that we can be alive with Him. This is a paradox. It is truer than any wisdom of this world could be, yet it sounds like a contradiction to man's limited understanding. We learned that we must lose our life to find it, and if we seek to find it, we will lose it. We also learned that when we give up all that we are, we finally find who we really are. These are paradoxes. Although these truths seem contradictory, your new life in Christ rests on your faith in them.
 
❖Read 1 Corinthians 3: 18-20.
 
Point to Ponder
If the world's wisdom contradicts God's wisdom, it is the world which is wrong. God transcends all of our realities. We have great assurance because we know that our salvation is built on truths which no man could have thought up. God's truth is far beyond man's wisdom. We know that God Himself has revealed it to us.
 
Day 4 Devo  –  The Unchanging God
 
▸"I the Lord do not change." (Malachi 3: 6a)
 
It would be impossible for any man to claim that he did not change. Every situation that we encounter in our lives changes us or conditions us in some way. Many psychologists believe that our personalities are a result of all the experiences that have shaped us during our lives. We are all constantly changing in many ways, although we my not always recognize it.
 
Changes are good for us in many ways, because they teach us not to trust in temporary things. We learn not to rely too much on the things that are always changing. There is only One who is worthy of our trust in all things, because He never changes. No matter what kind of turmoil we may find ourselves in, we can know and be sure that our Father will always be there for us. His great love for us will never change, and His promises will always be true. 
 
Point to Ponder
‣"Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows." (James 1: 17)
All of the good and perfect things that you should desire come from your Father. Only God can give you the gifts that will never grow old or pass away. Because He will never pass away! You can also be sure that He will never change His mind about loving you. You can count on His faithful love and mercy forever! He does not change!
‣"Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet My unfailing love for you will not be shaken..." - God (Isaiah 54: 10a)
 
Day 5 Devo  –  God Humbles Himself
 
▸"The Almighty is beyond our reach and exalted power..." (Job 37: 23a)
 
Because God is so far beyond our reach, we could never find Him or learn about Him by our own abilities. He is far exalted above all we can comprehend. Because we could not come to God, God humbled Himself to come to us. He revealed Himself to us in a way we could understand.
 
▸"No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made Him known." (John 1: 18)
 
No man has ever seen the Father in His perfect glory. God the Son, the One and Only, came to show us the way back to the Father. The Son dwells in the presence of the Father continually, and is the Ruler over all things. Yet He loved us so much He was willing to leave His throne of glory to come to us in the only possible way - as a man!
 
❖Read Philippians 2: 5-11. Read it carefully!
 
Point to Ponder
The Only One who had no reason to be humble about anything showed us the greatest humility ever. Although He was God, perfect in all His ways, yet He was willing to become a man to rescue us and prove His Love for us. He lived as a man and shared in all of our afflictions, and then died the most horrible death ever devised - death by crucifixion - to pay the price for all of our sins Himself! Because He was willing to humble Himself to become like us, we can be sure of His promise - He will change us to be like Him one day, so we can live with Him forever!
 
Day 6 Devo  –  Too Wonderful to Know
 
▸"Hear my words, you wise men; listen to me, you men of learning. For the ear tests words as the tongue tastes food. Let us discern for ourselves what is right; let us learn together what is good." (Job 34: 2-4)
 
We've talked about those who try to reduce God to something they can understand, unwilling to admit that He far surpasses their limited powers of comprehension. Your may hear unworthy teachings about God from people like this in the future. Remember the verses above from Job 34, and let your ears test every word you hear spoken about God! You must discern (evaluate) what is true and what is not. Does the teacher speak of God in a worthy way, recognizing His awesome greatness that passes our understanding? Or does he speak of God unworthily, as if God were a man, and easily understood?
 
There are some religious leaders today that teach damnable doctrines, and thousands believe them, because they don't search the Bible for themselves! One popular preacher teaches that God is about 6' 2'' and 200 pounds, that he lives on a "mother planet" and travels in a spaceship! That's not my God!
 
Point to Ponder
The man Job truly loved God, but he was once guilty of speaking unworthily about God. As God revealed His true greatness to Job, Job saw his own foolishness, and prayed:
‣"Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know. ...My ears had heard of You, but now my eyes have seen You. Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes." (Job 42: 3b, 5-6)
 
Day 7 Questions  –  Week 1 (God the Trinity)
 
Take your time and answer the following questions. You may look back at the study if you like. 
 
 
1)Why is it difficult to understand the Trinity of God?
 
 
 
 
 
2)What two important things did we learn from Jesus' instruction to be baptized in all the names of the Trinity?
 
 
 
 
 
3)How is the Trinity of God seen in the creation of the world, and the creation of mankind?
 
 
 
 
 
4)Describe the Trinity briefly and simply as best you can.
 
Day 8 Study  –  God the Father
 
Now that we have learned a little bit about the Trinity, we need to examine the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in more detail. Each person of the Godhead is important to you in your life as a Christian, and each is equally God.
 
Always working together
In every way in which God works in our lives and in the world, all the persons of the Trinity work together in perfect harmony. In the last week, we say that the Father, Son (Word), and Holy Spirit were all involved in the creation of all things. As the Spirit moved, the Father sent forth His Word (Jesus). The Father created all things by the moving of the Spirit, and the speaking of the Word. The way the Father, Son and Spirit created the universe together is one example of the way the Trinity works together in perfect unity in all things.
 
Just as the Father created the universe by the moving of His Spirit, and the speaking of His powerful Word, so also your new life as a Christian began in the same way. When the Father's Spirit moved upon you and His Word (Jesus Christ) spoke to your heart, new life was created within you. You became a child of your Heavenly Father through His Spirit and His Word. Because Father, Son, and Spirit are all God, and all are very important to you, it is extremely important for you to learn about them.
 
In this week, we will begin by looking at God the Father, and at some of the things that the Bible teaches about Him.
 
God the Father 
When we talk about "God" we are often speaking of the Father. The Father is the One whom Jesus said had sent Him. Jesus taught much more about the Father than anyone had ever known before. One thing Jesus taught us was that nobody has ever seen God the Father, except God the Son.
 
▸"No one has seen the Father except the One who is from God; only He has seen the Father." - Jesus (John 6: 46)
 
Paul the apostle also made this very clear.
 
❖Read 1 Timothy 6: 16. Who is able to see God?
 
 
❖Where does God live?
 
 
We could never physically come into the Father's awesome presence in our present form. He dwells in a fiery radiant glory so intense it could only destroy us if we saw Him in our fleshly bodies. 
 
❖Read Hebrews 12: 28-29. What do these verses tell us that our God is?
 
 
When the Lord proclaimed His name YAHWEH ("I AM THAT I AM") and revealed His glory to Moses, He told Moses that He could not show him His face.
 
"You cannot see My face, for no one may see Me and live." - YAHWEH (Exodus 33: 20)
 
Because we are not able to see the Father's perfect form, and we have never seen anything like Him, we can not really understand what the Father is like with our finite (limited) minds. One day He will miraculously change us so that we can live with Him forever and be holy His glory. Until then, we wait in excitement for that day!
 
Because the Father greatly desires for His children to know Him, He has used certain earthly examples to demonstrate to us what He is like. In the last three verses we read, the Father has revealed Himself to us as a consuming fire, dwelling in a light so intensely brilliant that no one can approach Him and live. Let's look at another time when the Father revealed Himself as fire:
 
▸"On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. ...Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the Lord descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain trembled violently, and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder. ...When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. ...The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick darkness where God was." (Exodus 19: 16a, 18-19a; 20:18a, 21)
 
Consuming Fire
Here we once again see God revealing Himself in fire. God wants to teach us something about Himself through our knowledge of fire. The Father's blazing glory is more devastating than a raging untamed inferno, consuming everything it touches! When God allowed someone to glimpse His glory, that person was never the same again!
 
This is also true in our lives as the Father's children. Although we cannot see God's glory with our physical eyes, He wants to reveal it to us through the eyes of our souls, in our inner beings. When we see just a glimpse of the awesome splendor of our Father's glory, we are changed. His glory consumes what is not pure in His holy sight, and leaves us purified and cleansed. This purifying is similar to the way fine gold is refined. The impurities in the gold are separated and removed from the gold by fire. The more we see of our Father's transforming glory, the more we find ourselves being changed into His image to be more like Him.
 
Thick Darkness
In this section we also read that the Lord appeared in a thick cloud, and in thick darkness. In thick darkness, man cannot see. We learn from this example that God the Father dwells in obscurity. No man has seen Him, and no one can know exactly what He is like. He dwells in another realm that no one can enter but He Himself. The awesome wonder of who our glorious eternal Father truly is cannot be known. It lies far beyond our ability to perceive or comprehend. When we realize how far our Father really surpasses all of our abilities to find Him, we appreciate the great love and faithfulness He has shown to us in reaching out and revealing Himself to us.
 
Thunder and Lightning
Many a small child has fearfully hidden under the sheets of their bed as the loud peals of thunder reverberated through the night. Many have been terrified of the dazzling flashes that lit up the sky, as the deadly bolts of pure electricity mercilessly stabbed to the earth. Yet the awesome unbridled powers we see in the creation are only a very small reminder of the unlimited power of the Almighty God. As we begin to sense our Father's true power, we will find ourselves awed and amazed. As we experience more and more of His great love for us, we will become secure and confident in His unlimited power towards us, which He always uses for our ultimate good.
 
Earthquake
We are also told that the mountain trembled violently when the Lord descended on it. All things are shaken and tried in the presence of YAHWEH. As we experience more of the presence of God in our lives, we will be shaken and tried in many ways. Only those things which are founded by the Father can stand before Him and remain in His presence. All else crumbles before Him. Those things in our lives which are not pleasing to Him must also crumble before Him and be removed.
 
The most important lesson
As Moses was delivering his final speech to the children of Israel forty years after the appearance of God on the mountain, he reminded them of the most important lesson that they learned on that day.
 
❖Read Deuteronomy 4: 10-12. In verse 12, what did the people NOT see?
 
 
 
The Israelites saw the blazing fire, the black clouds of smoke, and the deep darkness, and they heard the terrifying voice out of the fire, but they saw no physical body belonging to the Father. Moses then went on to remind them of the great importance of this revelation.
 
▸"You saw no form of any kind the day the Lord spoke to you at Horeb out of the fire. Therefore watch yourselves very carefully, so that you do not become corrupt and make for yourselves an idol, an image of any shape, whether formed like a man or a woman, or like any animal on earth..." (Deuteronomy 4: 15-17a)
 
Thinking that the Father is a physical being is idolatry. The Great "I AM" is unlike anything we've ever seen! Jesus also taught us the same important lesson about the Father. 
 
❖Read John 4: 23-24. In verse 24, how does Jesus describe the Father?
 
 
 
We see from Jesus' teaching here that our Father is not a physical being as we are. He is pure Spirit, and our fellowship with Him is spiritual. Our Father is not confined to one location, as someone with a physical body would be, but He is omnipresent (all-present). He is everywhere at all times, and He is not limited by any of our physical boundaries. The apostle Paul tells us: 
 
▸"...He is not far from each one of us. For in Him we live and move an have our being." 
(Acts 17: 27b-28a)
 
We actually exist in Him, and He is giving us our life and our being moment by moment! Our Father fills all the universe, and there is no place where He is not. He both encompasses and pervades all that He has created. He is massive enough to contain the entire universe within Himself, and yet He is tiny enough to penetrate every single atom within us. Our Father completely transcends all the limitations of size and location. In Psalm 139, we see that although our Father's presence dominates all of His great universe, He gave delicate attention to every tiny detail in the design of our creation.
 
▸"Where can I flee from Your Presence? If I go up to the heavens, You are there; if I make my bed in the depths, You are there." (Psalm 139: 7b-8)
 
▸"...You created my inmost being; You knit me together in my mother's womb. I praise You because I am fearfully and wonderfully made..." (Psalm 139: 13-14a)
 
We are His children
The most exciting part of realizing the awesome greatness of our Father is knowing that we are His children! He has created us to know the intimacy of His great love for us, and to be a part of His eternal family! The great benefits of His Fatherly protection and guidance in our lives now give us the ultimate reason for confidence and security. And as His heirs, we have been destined to receive untold eternal treasures and blessings!
 
God Himself has decided it, and no one can change it:
 
▸"I will be a Father to you, and you will be My sons and daughters, says the Lord almighty." 
(2 Corinthians 6: 18)
 
There's so much we need to learn about God our Father, and this week has been only a brief glimpse into the wonder that He is. An entire lifetime of learning can do little more than scratch the surface. Our God is truly an awesome God.
 
Starting tomorrow, we will begin our series of five daily devos focusing on the Fatherhood of God. Pay special attention to the devos, because they are very important to our study of the Father. As you spend time everyday in God's Word and in prayer, your Father will reveal Himself to you. As you get to know your Heavenly Father better, you'll find yourself rejoicing that you are His beloved child, and you are very precious to Him.
 
Day 9 Devo  –  In His Image
 
▸"So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them." (Genesis 1: 27)
 
This is one of the great mysteries of our creation. Exactly what it means to be made in the image of God is not yet seen by any mortal man. Although we do know some of the ways that we bear the Father's image now, these are surely only a very small part of the wonderful likeness of God in us. Not until we finally stand before Him will we clearly recognize the image of our Father in us.
 
There is on thing we know for sure - the image of God in us is not physical image. We learned this week that the Father is not a physical being. His image in us is a spiritual thing. This image of God in us is what enables us to know our Father Creator and have the fellowship with Him. No other animal possesses the ability to know the Father as we can. We are His children.
 
When Adam and Eve sinned, they experienced spiritual death. The image of the Father in them was obliterated. They lost the ability to know God in conscious awareness. Man is now unable to find God on his own. All man's wisdom and reasoning abilities are of no use. It is always God who must first reach out and reveal Himself to man. It was God Himself who made the way for His fallen children to come back to Him through Jesus Christ. We now can once again be renewed in the image of our Father, and know Him personally.
 
Point to Ponder
‣"Be constantly renewed in the spirit of your mind - having a fresh mental and spiritual attitude; and put on the new nature created in God's image, in true righteousness and holiness." (Ephesians 4:23-24 AMP)
 
Day 10 Devo  –  The Father's Discipline
 
Jesus called His followers "disciples," which means "one who is disciplined." Discipline means training. Some people tend to think of discipline as punishment. Although punishment is sometimes involved in discipline, all discipline is certainly not punishment.
 
Our Father in Heaven always has our best interests in mind, and His love for us motivates everything He does. Sometimes the only way He can teach us a valuable lesson is the hard way. This is never any fun at the time, and often we cannot possibly imagine what good will come from the experience but our Father never does anything needlessly or by accident. The things we are learning now are more important than we know. They may even be a matter of life and death later on.
 
The father of a small child will immediately understand exactly what I am talking about. Suppose a child had a tendency to try to run to a nearby freeway to play in the traffic. The father knows he can waste no time in dealing with this destructive behavior, and it may require some strong fatherly discipline to break this habit. The crying child only knows that he is upset from being corrected, but the wiser father sees the big picture. He is discipling his child to save his life.
 
❖Read Hebrews 12: 5-11. Take your time. Notice the benefits of God's discipline in verses 10 &11.
 
Point to Ponder
We face real spiritual hazards everyday that we often do not recognize. Growing up as God's children, we are now learning to see these dangers and deal with them in the best way. We still have a long way to go, and we need God's guidance and discipline desperately! If we were left to ourselves to try to learn these important lessons, we'd never make it. We'd be spiritual casualties! Fortunately, your Father loves you way too much to let that happen!
 
Day 11 Devo  –  Good Gifts
 
One of the examples frequently used to illustrate God's relationship to us is the relationship of a father to a child. This relationship shows us in many ways what our Heavenly Father is like and how He feels about us. In R.A.D. month one we studied one very good example of this, as we read about the prodigal son in Luke 15. From this parable we learned that God's love for us never ends, and His forgiveness is complete and undeserved. However, some of us may have read that beautiful parable and thought, "My father certainly was nothing at all like that loving father!" The fathers of this world are certainly not perfect, but our Heavenly Father is. The best father on earth would still be a poor example in many ways of what our true Heavenly Father is like!
 
Jesus used the contrast between a worldly father and our Heavenly Father to illustrate how much God wants to give us good gifts, if we will ask Him.
 
❖Read Matthew 7: 7-11.
 
Point to Ponder
Any of us knows that a poisonous snake would be a very poor gift for a child! That's just plain old common sense to a loving parent, and not too difficult to figure out. However, there are some situations where it is a lot more difficult to know for sure what to do. We sometimes take our best shot, and hope for the best. If we are willing to trust our faulty judgment in so many ways, how much more should we trust our Heavenly Father to give us good gifts? He sees everything clearly, and He never guesses! He knows exactly what is best for us in every situation. Our loving, devoted Father wants to give us good gifts! 
‣"Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father..." (James 1:17a)
 
Day 12 Devo  –  As Little Children
 
The father of a child gives him life. He loves the child, nourishes him, trains him, protects him, and provides for him while the child is still in his care. But there comes a time when the father has given all he can, an he can no longer provide his child's needs. The child must now provide his own needs, and seek his own desires. The grown child leaves his father's household and his childhood behind. Now, he must go out into the world and make his own way in life. Perhaps he will marry and raise a family of his own.
 
Most children long for the day that they will finally be an adult, out on their own, with total freedom (so they think)! It's not until later in life that many finally appreciate the true freedom of childhood. Not until they feel its loss do they truly understand how precious it was. For them, the beauty and wonder of childhood are just memories, elusive treasures that could not be held for long. Soon they gracefully slipped through their fingers, and vanished forever.
 
❖Read Mark 10: 13-16. Especially think about verse 15.
 
We must receive the kingdom of God as children because that's what we were created to be - God's children. There is no place for the pride and arrogance of this world in God's kingdom. Just like little children, we are completely dependent on our Father for everything. Our whole lives and our eternal happiness rest in His hands alone.
 
Point to Ponder
We are going to enjoy a wonderful eternal childhood that will never slip away. We will never have to leave our Heavenly Father's home. He will always be everything to us, fulfilling all of our needs and desires in ways that gloriously exceed our greatest expectations! We will not have to take one single thought for any necessity. There will be nothing to distract us from the excitement of discovering our awesome Father and exploring His greatness forever, as He completely dazzles and amazes us with His glory, and shows us fantastic mysteries!
 
Day 13 Devo  –  The Gift of Life
 
❖Read the following verses carefully, and think about them.
 
▸"He chose to give us birth..." (James 1: 18a)
▸"So God created man in His own image... male and female He created them." (Genesis 1:27)
▸"O Lord, You are our Father. We are the clay, You are the potter; we are all the work of Your hand." (Isaiah 64:8)
▸"...You created my inmost being; You knit me together in my mother's womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Your works are wonderful, I know that full well. ...Your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in Your book before one of them came to be." (Psalm 139: 13-14,16)
▸"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart..." - God (Jeremiah 1: 5)
 
As you can see clearly from these verses, God the Father is the giver of life. He created us because He wanted to, and for no other reason. We did not ask to be created, and we certainly did nothing to merit it. Life is a gift.
 
We also see that God created us in His own image. God wanted children - plain and simple. That was His plan. He desired to pour out His great love on us, and cherish us for all eternity. The only thing He ever wanted from us was our love. The only reason we exist is to know the great love of our Father, and to give Him love in return.
 
A baby conceived in a mother's womb did not ask to be created. The miracle of life is a gift from God, who is the giver of all life. This unborn baby's life is not just the product of the human parents. If you want proof of this fact, just think about this: What father can consciously determine what his baby is going to look like when born? What father can decide his child's natural intelligence, or the character traits the child is born with? What father can choose the sex of his child? If the human parent has so little control over the design of the child, how could he or she be the real giver of life? On the other hand, notice the intricate attention to detail our Heavenly Father gave to each of us as we were formed in the womb! We truly are "fearfully and wonderfully made!" Notice that He knew us completely before we were even conceived, and He already had a plan for our lives! The unborn baby is God's child, created in His image, created by Him, and created for Him. God said it. God also said:
 
▸"You shall not murder." - God (Exodus 20: 13)
▸"Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter." - God (Deuteronomy 18:10a)
▸"See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of My Father in heaven." - Jesus Christ (Matthew 18: 10)
 
Point to Ponder
Abortion is the murder of God's children. Only God gives life, and only He is worthy to make the choice to take it. The good news: When we repent, God forgives and heals!
‣"If My people, who are called by my name, shall humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land." - God (2 Chronicles 7: 14)
 
Day 14 Questions  –  Week 2 (God the Father)
 
Take your time and answer the following questions. You may look back at the study if you like.
 
 
1)Who has seen God the Father? Explain.
 
 
 
 
 
2)What are some things the Father has shown us that He is like?
 
 
 
 
 
3)Why do you think it is important to know that the Father is not a physical being?
 
 
 
 
 
4)What does it mean to you to be child of God, created in His image?
 
Day 15 Study  –  God the Son
 
In this week we will cover as much information as we can in just a few pages, but we will still only be able to scratch the surface ! Because there is so much we need to cover, we won't be reviewing the things we've already learned about the Son. If you'd like, you can review the studies about Jesus' Godhood and His sacrifice for our sin in RAD month one. (It's always a good idea to review.)
 
I AM Salvation
The New Testament of the Bible was written in the Greek language. The name JESUS is actually the Greek for the Hebrew name Joshua. This Hebrew word, usually spelled Yehoshua, is actually made up of two words: YAH (God's name " I AM "), and salvation. Thus Jesus' name literally means YAH salvation, or " I AM" salvation.
 
❖Read Matthew 1: 18-25. In verse 21, why was Joseph told to name the child Jesus ?
 
 
❖In verse 23, what does Immanuel mean ?
 
 
❖Read Luke 1: 26-38. What is the greatest miracle regarding the birth of Jesus ? (verse 27 & 34)
 
 
❖In verse 35, what does the angel say Jesus will be called ?
 
 
Son of God and Son of Man
▸"But when the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman..." (Galatians 4: 4a)
 
▸"For the Son of Man came to seek and save what was lost." - Jesus (Luke 19: 10)
 
While He was on earth, Jesus often referred to Himself as the Son of Man (mankind) because He was also of human descent. His mother was a young virgin descended from King David. David was a lover of God who wrote many of the Psalms. God had promised David long before that He would raise up the Messiah from David's bloodline. The name Messiah is Hebrew for the Greek Christ. It means, “Anointed One.”
 
The One and Only Son revealed the Father
You have already read the following verses from the Gospel of John, but they are very important to our study of the Son. Please read them over again carefully before we begin to study them here.
 
▸"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. ...The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. ...No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made Him known." 
(John 1: 1-3, 14, 18)
 
By the Word, who is the One and Only Son of God, all the universe was created. It is through the Word that God revealed Himself throughout both Old and New Testaments. The Word of God took on a fleshly body to become a man, to humbly reveal Himself to us in a way that we could best understand Him. God has always had to humble Himself in His love to reveal Himself to us in a way we could understand. God's love for us is best seen in the ultimate act of humility, as the One and Only became flesh and lived among us, then died for us.
 
Next, these verses tell us that in Jesus we have seen the fullness of God's grace and truth in human form, something never seen before. Through Jesus' sacrificial death for us, we see clearly the depth of God's love in His grace (unmerited favor) toward us. The Word He spoke was the eternal Word of God, the only perfect truth for all mankind. There is no other source of truth.
 
Lastly, these verses tell us that no other man has ever seen God the Father. We have already learned that the Father is invisible to us, and unapproachable. ONLY the Son has ever revealed Him. This shows us two things:
 
1)Every time God has spoken to man, whether in the Old Testament or the New Testament, it is the Word of God that speaks. Many times the Word spoke through a prophet of God. Sometimes the Word spoke through a fire or a thick cloud, and in various other ways. Once the Word even spoke through a donkey! Finally the Word Himself became a man and spoke to us directly. The One and Only Son has always been the Word of God.
 
2)At certain times during the Old Testament when God appeared in bodily form to people, it was actually the Son of God that they saw. We know this from the scriptures we have already studied. (There are also many other Scriptures we will study which confirm this truth.) We have learned that (A) The Father is not a physical being, and has NEVER been seen by man, (B) The Son ALONE has revealed God the Father to us, and (C) It was the Son of God who actually became a physical (bodily) being.
 
The Image of God
▸"He is the image of the invisible God..." (Colossians 1: 15a)
 
We have learned that we were created in the image of God. This verse tells us that Jesus is the image of God!! Through Jesus we know exactly what God is like, because in the Son we see God the Father perfectly represented. All the attributes of God's nature are seen in Jesus Christ.
 
▸"For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form." (Colossians 2: 9)
 
❖Read Hebrews 1:1-3. What two things does the beginning of verse 3 tell us that the Son is ?
 
 
The Son is the glory of the Father, and all of God's glory is found in the Son. The Son displays God's glory in full radiance. When Jesus lived on earth as a man, this awesome radiant glory was veiled, or hidden, in His body of flesh. However, there were times even then when His glory was seen. You should remember the story of the transfiguration on the mount from the daily devo in RAD month one, p. 15 (Matthew 17: 1-9). If not, read it again !!
 
We also see here that Jesus is the exact representation of the Father. To see Jesus is to see the Father, because the Father is perfectly embodied in the Son of Man.
 
One with the Father
Hundreds of years before Jesus' coming as a man, the prophet Isaiah spoke of His birth in a remarkable way:
 
▸"For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given, and the government will be on His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace." (Isaiah 9: 6)
 
Notice that one of the names given to the Messiah here is Everlasting Father! Jesus the Son is the perfect embodiment of God the Father, so much so that He is even called the Everlasting Father in this prophecy of His coming. Jesus Himself also attested to His full unity with the Father, who was perfectly represented in Him.
 
▸"I and the Father are One." -Jesus (John 10: 30)
 
❖Read John 12: 44-45. When we look at Jesus, who do we really see?
 
 
▸"Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father. ...The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in Me, who is doing His work. Believe Me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me." -Jesus (John 14: 9b, 10-11)
 
▸"I tell you the truth, Jesus answered, before Abraham was born I AM". (John 8: 58)
 
Jesus even dared to call Himself by the proper name of God. As God had spoken with Moses from a burning bush in Exodus 3, He declared His name "I AM". When Jesus called Himself by that name, He was telling the Jews that He was the one who spoke to Moses from the burning bush! He was making it clear that He was equal with God that Father. The Jews understood exactly what He meant, and immediately picked up rocks, with which, to stone Him.
 
The Suffering Servant
Although Jesus the Son was equal with God the Father and entitled to all glory and honor, He did not come to us in His glory as the King of kings and Lord of lords. Instead He humbled Himself, and became flesh and blood like us. He lived His life here as a servant among us, to show us the way of God.
 
▸"Since the children have flesh and blood, He too shared in their humility so that by His death He might destroy him who holds the power of death - that is, the devil - and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death." (Hebrews 2: 14-15)
 
▸"...Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death - even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." (Philippians 2: 5-11)
 
The Son made Himself nothing, and showed the ultimate humility in submitting Himself to the painful torture of death on a cross. Now He is once again exalted in radiant glory to His rightful place as the Eternal Ruler of all. Before Him every person will one day bow.
 
❖Read the following verses, and write down how each one shows the humility of servanthood of Jesus.
 
❖Luke 2: 1-7:
 
 
❖Matthew 9: 10-13:
 
 
❖Luke 9: 57-58:
 
 
❖Matthew 20: 25-28:
 
 
❖John 13: 3-5 and 12-17:
 
 
❖Matthew 27: 12-14:
 
 
❖Luke 23: 33-34:
 
 
❖2 Corinthians 8: 9:
 
 
The Righteous Judge
❖Read John 5: 21-30. In verses 22 and 23, why did the Father entrust all judgment to the Son?
 
 
❖In verse 27, why did the Father give Jesus the authority to judge?
 
 
❖In verse 30, why did Jesus say His judgment was just?
 
 
❖Read Acts 17: 31. How did God show all men that Jesus is the One by whom He will judge the world?
 
 
The Returning King of Glory
You may remember these next verses from RAD month one. Remember how much this Mighty King loves you!! He first came as a servant and laid down His life for you!!
 
▸"At the time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. And He will send His angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather His elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other." -Jesus (Matthew 24: 30-31)
 
▸"I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice He judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on His head are many crowns. He has a name written on Him that no one knows but He Himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and His name is the Word of God. The armies in Heaven were following Him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of His mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. He will rule them with an iron scepter. He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On His robe and on His thigh He has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS." (Revelation 19: 11-16)
 
There's much more to be learned about God the Son, and we will be studying a lot more about Him later. This week has been a quick overview of some of the most important points we need to know.
 
Starting tomorrow, we will begin our series of five daily devo's focusing on Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As you read them, remember that Jesus is the perfect expression of God's great love for you. As you spend time everyday in God's Word and prayer, ask Him to show you more and more of what He is like, and how much He cares for you. He wants you to know Him intimately!
 
Day 16 Devo  –  The Personal God
 
We've learned that God wants to have a personal relationship with us through Jesus Christ. A personal relationship is a relationship between persons. The reason we can have a personal relationship with God is because God is a Person. A.W. Tozer explained this in his book "The Pursuit of God":
 
"God is a person, and in the deep of His mighty nature He thinks, wills, enjoys, feels, loves, desires, and suffers as any other person may. In making Himself known to us He stays by the familiar patters of personality. He communicates with us through the avenues of our minds, our wills, and our emotions. The continuous and unembarrassed interchange of love and thought between God and the soul of the redeemed person is the throbbing heart of New Testament religion.
 
To develop a personal and intimate relationship with God, we must get to know how He thinks, wills and feels. As we draw closer to Him, we will find ourselves starting to think more as He thinks, desire more what He desires, and feel more what He feels. We will certainly experience new feelings of love, joy, and peace, but we will also find ourselves sharing the great pain that God feels for His lost children who have rejected Him. As we begin to experience God's great love for all His children, we will also begin to realize how deeply God suffers when His children experience pain. He rejoices and suffers with us in everything we endure, just as the truest and closest friend would.
 
Point to Ponder
Knowing that God is much more greater than us in every way, it's sometimes difficult to imagine that He feels joy, desire, and pain as we do. Because God deeply desires for us to have a personal relationship with Him, He has revealed His Personhood to us in the only way we could truly understand - as a man. In Jesus Christ we see the infinite love and mercy of our Father. We see the true holiness of the One and Only. We also see the pain and suffering of our Faithful Friend. Those who want to truly know God will also know His love, His holiness and His pain. 
 
Day 17 Devo  –  Bridegroom
 
We have seen God's love for us as a Father for His children, and as a Faithful Friend willing to humble Himself and die for us. God's love is also represented many places throughout the Bible as the love of a groom for his bride. Jesus is our eternal husband, and we are to be His bride.
 
▸"I will betroth you to me forever; I will betroth you in righteousness and justice, in love and compassion. I will betroth you in faithfulness..." (Hosea 2: 19-20)
 
The intimacy that God wants to have with us is like the intimacy of a perfect marriage, with no shame and no fear, and with no unfaithfulness or division. In the same way that a good husband loves and cares for his wife and protects her, Jesus cares for His church. Just as a man and his wife are said to become "one flesh" (one body) in the unity of marriage (Genesis 2: 24) , we are called to become one with Jesus forever. In many ways, our relationship with Jesus is very much like a marriage. 
 
❖Read Ephesians 5: 22-32. Notice the different ways the writer compares the relationship of a man and his wife to the relationship of Christ and His church.
 
Point to Ponder
The marriage comparison is another way that God wants to show us the depth of His love for us, and the intimate unity He longs to have with us. Sometimes we wrongly think of God as having a more indifferent attitude, as if He were simply saying: "If you want to come, I am here". God's attitude toward us is much more than that. Jesus deeply desires our love , and longs to hold us close to Him!! He rejoices over us like a groom rejoices over his bride.
‣"...As a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you..." 
(Isaiah 62: 5b)
 
Day 18 Devo  –  Fixed on Jesus
 
▸"Fix your thoughts on Jesus..." (Hebrews 3: 1b)
 
One of our most important principles for success in all areas of your Christian walk is to always keep your focus on Jesus Christ. There's a multitude of things in this world that constantly seek to distract us and get us discouraged. The only way to stay strong and encouraged in this negative world is to fix your focus on Jesus.
 
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning it's shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider Him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. (Hebrews 12: 2-3)
 
Jesus is both the Author and Perfecter of our faith. He began the work, and He'll finish it ! He is also responsible for every step along the way. We began by looking to Him alone for our salvation. We now look to Him everyday to bring us on our way, and to continue the process of perfecting us. We look to Him hoping for the completion of His work in us, when we're made perfect to be with Him forever.
 
Point to Ponder
As you fix your eyes on Jesus, consider the sufferings that He endured. It was for the joy set before Him that He gladly embraced His horrible ordeal of shame, suffering and death. The joy set before Him was YOU!! Jesus' whole desire was to love and care for you forever, and for this joy Jesus was willing to endure any amount of pain and sorrow. You mean that much to Him!! When life leaves you weary and discouraged, look to the joy Jesus had in His suffering for you, and realize what your love was worth.
 
Day 19 Devo  –  The Perfect Example
 
Many children display their love for their parents by trying to imitate them and be like them. There is a special kind of love and admiration displayed in the desire be like someone else. We are instructed, as God's children, to imitate His ways and be like Him. Jesus has given us the perfect example of imitating God during His life on earth. Jesus said He did the same things God the Father does.
 
▸"...whatever the Father does, the Son also does." -Jesus (John 5: 19)
 
Jesus also told us we should do the things that we have seen Him do for us.
 
▸"I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you." -Jesus (John 13: 15)
 
Just as the world saw God the Father through Jesus Christ, they will also see God through us if we follow in Jesus' example for us. The example of Jesus was true love, the kind of love that gives unselfishly, and is willing to sacrifice it's own good for the good of others.
 
▸"Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children, and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God." (Ephesians 5: 1-2)
 
Point to Ponder
You can't imitate someone very well if you don't know them. Only after getting to know Jesus personally can you truly walk as He walked and show the world His love.
‣"This is how we know we are in Him: Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did." (1 John 2: 5-6)
 
Day 20 Devo  –  Help In Temptation
 
One of the helpful benefits of Christ's humanity is seeing His example in temptation. Jesus endured every kind of temptation and trial we will ever face, probably many which were of a grueling intensity we will never experience ourselves. In every situation where Jesus suffered in temptation He was completely victorious, and He never sinned.
 
▸"Because He Himself suffered when He was tempted, He is able to help those who are being tempted." (Hebrews 2: 18)
 
▸"For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are - yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need." (Hebrews 4: 15-16)
 
Point to Ponder
Because Jesus was a man Himself, we know He understands the suffering of temptation and the weakness of the flesh. His perfect track record is proof positive He knows how to help us overcome temptation. When Jesus offers us victory in temptation, we know He means it! We should approach Him with confidence, knowing we will receive His mercy and grace to help us when we are tempted.
‣"...The Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials..." (2 Peter 2: 9)
‣"Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you." (James 4: 7)
 
Day 21 Questions  –  Week 3 (God the Son)
 
Take your time and answer the following questions. You may look back at the study if you like. 
 
 
1)Write the meanings of the following names: Jesus (Joshua); Immanuel; and Messiah (Christ).
 
 
 
 
 
2)Why did Jesus call Himself the Son of Man?
 
 
 
 
 
3)Why did Jesus say, "Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father"?
 
 
 
 
 
4)How did the Son show the ultimate humility and servanthood?
 
Day 22 Study  –  God The Holy Spirit
 
As we have already learned, there are many descriptive Greek words that cannot be well translated into one English word. It often takes a number of English words to accurately communicate the full meaning of one Greek word. The word “Parakletos” and “Paraklesis” are good examples of this problem.
 
Paraklesis literally means "side-calling," better understood as a "calling to one's side." It is used to describe the act of standing by someone to help them, by giving them comfort, encouragement, strength, or advice. This word is translated in various places in the Bible as consolation, comfort and encouragement.
 
Parakletos literally means "side-called," and it is used to mean "the person called to one's side." This is someone who is capable of giving aid, in any number of ways. It was used in a court of law to denote someone giving legal assistance, such as a counselor for the defense, or to denote someone who pleads another's case for them as an advocate or intercessor. The word is often used to mean someone who gives help by giving comfort, encouragement, strength or advice. This word is translated in different versions of the Bible as Counselor, Comforter, Advocate, and Helper.
 
The Jews had long spoken of the Messiah who was to come as the Comfort or Consolation of Israel (Menahem in the Hebrew). In Luke 2:25-26, we see an example of the Messiah being spoken of as the Consolation of Israel. The word Consolation in this verse is the Greek word Paraklesis.
 
▸"...we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous..." (1 John 2: 1)
 
The word Advocate in this verse is the Greek word Parakletos. In the New International Version, this word is translated as "One who speaks.. in our defense." In the Amplified Bible, this word is explained as "One who will intercede for us".
 
As we have seen, Jesus Christ is the Parakletos - our Counselor, Comforter, Strengthener, Advocate, Intercessor, and Helper.
 
Shortly before the time when Jesus was going to be crucified, He explained to His disciples that He was going to send them another Parakletos.
 
▸"And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever - the Spirit of Truth. The world cannot accept Him, because it neither see Him or knows Him. But you know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you." 
- Jesus (John 14: 16-18)
 
Allos Parakletos
The underlined words above (another Counselor) are the Greek words “allos Parakletos.” The word “allos” means "another of the same kind". It is the opposite of heteros, meaning "different", or "another of a different kind". Both the words allos and heteros are translated "another" in some Bibles (like the King James Version), and this can be confusing. It's important to realize the difference. Jesus was saying He was going to send another Parakletos that is the same kind as He is. Jesus is God, and the second Parakletos is also God. Jesus came as Immanuel, God with us, and the Holy Spirit has now come to be God in us.
 
God in us
▸"But you know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you." -Jesus (John 14: 17-18)
 
Jesus told His disciples that they already knew the Counselor to come, because He lived with them.. They knew this Spirit of truth already because He was in Jesus, who lived among them. The God-man Jesus was completely filled to capacity with God the Spirit. In John 3:34, John the Baptist told his disciples:
 
▸"...God does not give Him [Jesus] His spirit sparingly or by measure..." (John 3: 34 AMP)
 
Next Jesus told His disciples that this same Spirit of God that lived with them would soon be IN them. Just as Jesus was in dwelt by the Spirit of God, so He promised the disciples that they would be in dwelt also. The work of Jesus was to sanctify us by His sacrifice for our sin, so that God the Spirit could make His dwelling place IN us. In the beginning, God created us for that purpose. Because of Jesus' crucifixion, this promise became a reality.
 
The Trinity in us
Next, notice the beautiful evidence of God's perfect unity in His Triune (three part) being. Jesus said: " I will come to you". Jesus Himself has returned to live in us through the Holy Spirit.
 
Also notice that Jesus said: "I will not leave you as orphans..." An orphan is a child without a Father. Jesus tells us that we will not be Fatherless. Just as Jesus and the Father are One, the Father also lives in us through the Holy Spirit.
 
▸"If anyone loves Me, he will obey My teaching. My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him." -Jesus (John 14: 23)
 
In this verse, Jesus promised that both the Father and the Son would come to make their home with us. The Father and the Son now live in us personally through the Holy Spirit.
 
The Limits of the Flesh
▸"Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer." 
(2 Cor. 5: 16 NKJV)
 
God is unlimited in all His attributes, but man is very limited in every way. When Jesus became a man, He willingly submitted Himself to certain limitations as a result. God can be everywhere at once, but the man Jesus could not. God can work and speak in many peoples lives at once, but the man Jesus had to concentrate on one thing at a time, just like we must. Even those disciples who were closest to the Lord probably had very little private time with Him. Crowds followed Him wherever He went. Thousands cried out for His personal attention. Getting private time with Jesus was next to impossible - He was too much in demand. And He was, after all, a man.
 
It was absolutely crucial to God's plan and to our salvation that the Son of God become a man to reveal Himself to us, to live with us, to die for us, and to rise again. But our fellowship with God was not meant to be a physical, earthly relationship with a human leader. For our risen Lord to finish His perfect work, the man Jesus had to leave the earth again, so that our fellowship with Him could truly become a spiritual relationship, a personal unity with the unlimited and ever-present God.
 
❖Read John 16: 7. Why was it absolutely necessary for Jesus to go away ?
 
 
Indwelling of the second Parakletos
The second Parakletos, or Counselor, would come only after the first Parakletos had returned from the earth. God the Spirit came to continue the Ministry of God the Son without the bondage of human flesh to stand in the way. God would not longer live personally with only a few selected disciples, but now He would live in the hearts of all who wanted Him. He would no longer be a hero at a distance, but He would have a personal and intimate relationship with everyone who would respond to His love.
 
We will continue to study many of the different ways that the Holy Spirit works in our lives in future weeks. In the remainder of this week, we will see that the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is promised to ALL believers, and that He comes to live in us when we believe in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.
 
The Spirit in all Believers
❖Read John 3: 5-6. Can we enter the kingdom of God without the Holy Spirit?
 
 
❖Read Titus 3: 5-6. From verse 5: When God saved us, how were we renewed?
 
 
❖In verse 6, how much are we told that God poured the Holy Spirit out on us through Jesus Christ?
 
 
❖Read Romans 8: 9. Is there anyone belonging to Christ who does not have the Holy Spirit?
 
 
❖Read Romans 8: 14-16. In verse 14, Who are the sons of God?
 
 
❖In verse 15, what did we receive? 
 
 
❖In verse 16, how do we know that we are Gods children?
 
 
❖Read 1 John 4: 13. How do we know that we live in God and He lives in us?
 
 
❖Read 1 Corinthians 6: 19-20. What has the believers body become?
 
 
❖Read Ephesians 1: 13-14. When we first believed in Jesus, how were we sealed in Him and guaranteed an inheritance?
 
 
❖Read Acts 2: 38-39. Who will receive the Holy Spirit?
 
 
❖Who is the promise of the Spirit given to?
 
 
As you have seen, the promise of the Holy Spirit is for all who believe in Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit is necessary for salvation. It is not possible to be a believer in Jesus Christ without having the Holy Spirit living within. If you have received Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you have been give the Spirit!! He came to live in you when you first believed in Jesus.
 
Different Experiences
Often times, different people have very different experiences with the Spirit of God. Although all true believers have the Spirit of God living in them, many people have special experiences in being filled with the Spirit. Some people have the experience of being completely overcome and filled to capacity by the Spirit at one particular time, and some others experience this type of filling at many times. Some people feel an overwhelming filling at the very moment of conversion. Other people may experience wonderful fillings months or years later. We'll talk more about being filled with the Holy Spirit and how this happens in future weeks.
 
Different Gifts
The Spirit of God also gives different gifts to different people. Just as we all have different strong points and weak points, we all have different abilities. Some of these abilities are natural talents that God gave us from birth. Some may be supernatural abilities we never had before, miraculously given by the Holy Spirit. We'll also talk about the gifts of the Spirit in future weeks.
 
▸"There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good." 
(1 Corinthians 12: 4-7)
 
God does it His way!
God reveals Himself in very different ways in different people's lives, and we should not expect everyone to have exactly the same experiences or the same gifts. If we insist that God always works the same way all the time, we are putting God in a box. Don't be surprised when He won't stay there. He is God Almighty, the Sovereign Lord of all, and we would be wise to let Him do whatever He wants to do-whenever and however He wants to do it!
 
Fruits of the Spirit
The Spirit wants to produce good fruit in all of our lives, and the Bible teaches much about these attributes of the new creation. We've already studied about many fruits of the Spirit (for example month 1, week 4), and we'll study much more soon. One again, reviewing is an excellent idea! We'll learn much more about the Spirit later. These last two pages have been a preview of our future studies.
 
Starting tomorrow, we will begin our series of five daily devo's focusing on the Spirit of God. As you spend time in prayer everyday, ask God to help you become completely yielded to His Spirit, so that He can fill you more and more all the time! There is nothing more exciting or satisfying than being filled with the Holy Spirit!
 
Day 23 Devo  –  Joy In The Spirit
 
In the United States of America, all citizens are guaranteed the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Notice that the last right doesn't guarantee us happiness, but only the right to pursue it. Truth is, we always seem to be pursuing it. When we do apprehend it, it isn't long before it slips from our grasp, and we end up pursuing it once again.
 
Happiness is a temporary effect produced by favorable circumstances. It only lasts as long as the circumstances that causes it. Because the circumstances in our lives are often not favorable, our pursuit of happiness is often unfruitful. If happiness is truly the great treasure to be pursued, then life is desperately unfair. Some people who find happiness don't deserve it. On the other hand, some good people are victims of terrible circumstances and never really know happiness in their lives.
 
Fortunately, God has something much more beautiful and durable for His children than the frustration of chasing shadows they cant hold on to. When the Spirit of God comes to live in our hearts, He gives us Joy.
 
❖Look at the fruits of the Spirit in Galatians 5: 22-23. The first fruit mentioned is the greatest gift of all - love. Notice that the second fruit of the Spirit that is mentioned is joy! Joy is a great promise, and an important one. 
 
Point to Ponder
Even when situations in your life cause unhappiness, you can still have the joy from the Spirit! God's joy does not depend on any outward circumstances; it comes from the inward Holy Spirit. The church of Thessalonica was suffering severe hardship at the time Paul the apostle taught there, yet they had great joy in the Holy Spirit!
‣"...In spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit." - Paul (1 Thessalonians 1: 6)
 
Day 24 Devo  –  Fellowship Of The Spirit
 
▸"The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God." (Romans 8: 16)
 
It is a natural human tendency to feel a special affinity or unity with someone of your immediate family. Although painful family situations can annul this family bond, a healthy family relationship intensifies it. In a happy family, the bond between kindred spirits often grows much deeper and stronger than any other relationship we know. This unity is not based on mutual interests or on compatible personalities. It is based on family unity alone.
 
In God's family there is a much greater bond that surpasses any natural family unity we have ever known. This special fellowship of God's forever family is evidence of the Holy Spirit's presence in our lives. The fellowship of the Spirit overcomes all kinds of obstacles, including different interests, personality conflicts, cultural differences and even life-long prejudices. This miraculous fellowship can not be understood or duplicated by those without the Spirit of God.
 
Consider Paul's prayer for his friends at Corinth:
 
▸"May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all." (2 Corinthians 13: 14)
 
Point to Ponder
The eternal love of our Father is clearly seen in the grace of Jesus (as He suffered for our forgiveness) and in the miraculous fellowship of the Holy Spirit. This special love and unity among eternal kindred spirits only comes from the Holy Spirit, and it is proof positive that we are part of God's family. Let the world see it too !!
‣"By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you love one another." - Jesus 
(John 13: 35)
 
Day 25 Devo  –  The Holy Spirit And Fire
 
"As John the Baptist talked to the people about the Messiah who was soon to be revealed, he said:
 
▸I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come One who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire." 
(Matthew 3: 11)
 
We know that Jesus baptized us with the Holy Spirit, as John said. But what is this baptism of fire? You should recall that we talked earlier about how gold and other precious metals are purified - by fire. The fire separates the impurities from the gold and purifies it. The end result is pure gold - gold that is much more precious and valuable than it was before.
 
The Holy Spirit does the same work in our lives when He comes. He sanctifies us and purifies us, making us a suitable dwelling place for Him to live. He cannot live with the impurities that pollute us, because He is pure. When He comes to live in you, serious changes must take place. He must purify you by His holy fire, so that you can be sanctified, set aside and devoted to Him.
 
▸"...from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit..." 
(2 Thessalonians 2: 13b)
 
Point to Ponder
The purifying and sanctifying is a life-long process, and we will never be free from all impurities until we are with the Lord. Until then, the Spirit faithfully continues to search out impurities, and to purify us by His fire.
‣"Do not put out the Spirit's fire." (1 Thessalonians 5: 19)
 
Day 26 Devo  –  The Temple Of The Holy Spirit
 
▸"Our Point to Ponder yesterday left us with this thought: Do not put out the Spirit's fire..." 
(1 Thessalonians 5: 19)
 
It is not within our power to purify ourselves - the Spirit does it. But we must cooperate with Him, and let Him do His work. Sometimes we resist the Holy Spirit, and actually try to put out His fire. When any sinful impurity in our lives is so precious to us that we will not let the Spirit remove it, we are grieving Him!
 
▸"And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption." (Ephesians 4: 30)
 
We cannot be filled with our own sinful ways and also be filled with the Spirit at the same time. When we insist on willfully continuing a sinful practice, this blessing will not come. We cannot be filled with the Spirit if we will not let Him make room to fill us.
 
▸"Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body." (1 Corinthians 6: 19-20)
 
Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. He can not cohabitate with the wickedness in His dwelling place. Your temple must be dedicated to God alone, to honor Him. You must be willing to deny sin and let the Spirit reign.
 
Point to Ponder
❖Read Romans 6: 12-13, and think about it. Remember, it's only by the Spirit's power that we deny sin and offer ourselves to God. We need to be willing to fully submit to Him. Then we can truly be filled with the Holy Spirit.
 
Day 27 Devo  –  The Obedient Are Filled
 
▸"Peter tells us that we have been ... chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ..." (1 Peter 1: 2)
 
The Holy Spirit's sanctifying work leads us into obedience to Jesus Christ, our Savior. The filling of the Holy Spirit is not possible if we're living a life of disobedience. God had made His will for us known in the Bible, and we have many witnesses of the blessings that come from obedience. Peter boldly told the self-righteous hypocrites:
 
▸"We are the witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him." (Acts 5: 32)
 
No matter how great a show we put on for those around us or how much we sacrifice to seem holy, God is unimpressed. He really only wants us to show our love for Him by obeying Him. To those who obey Him, He promises to reveal Himself and live in them through the Spirit.
 
❖Read Jesus' promise in John 14: 23.
 
▸"Those who obey His commands live in Him, and He in them. And this is how we know that He lives in us: We know it by the Spirit He gave us." (1 John 3: 24)
 
Point to Ponder
Many people seek the Holy Spirit's filling in the wrong ways. They may go to miracle services, follow some preacher's formula, or make ultra-pious sacrifices. But what God really wants is your love, demonstrated by your obedience to His Word. For those who want to be more filled with the Holy Spirit - obedience is necessary!!
 
Day 28 Questions  –  Week 4 (God The Holy Spirit)
 
Take your time and answer the following questions. You may look back at the study if you like. 
 
 
1)Describe Jesus' ministry as a Parakletos.
 
 
 
 
 
2)Why did Jesus say He must go away?
 
 
 
 
 
3)Why was it necessary for the Spirit to come to continue and fulfill Jesus' ministry?
 
 
 
 
 
4)When does the Holy Spirit come to live in us ?
 

Month 4
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WEEK 3
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Day 19 Devo  –  Spirit Filled Unity
Day 20 Devo  –  Stay Filled
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WEEK 4
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Day 23 Devo  –  Be Honest
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Day 28 Questions  –  Week 4 (What Hinders Us)
 
Day 1 Study  –  The Holy Spirit... Part 2
 
You have probably noticed that certain Persons of the Trinity are highlighted in certain works of God. We see the Father highlighted in the work of creation and providence, and we see the Son highlighted in the work of redemption for sinful humanity. It is the Spirit of God who now applies this redemptive work to our lives and gives us the great assurance of our salvation. Our faith in Christ is confirmed and given a special validity by the witness of the Holy Spirit who dwells in us.
 
The natural (unspiritual) man often thinks of God the Father as far away and unattainable, and of the Son as a historical figure from the past, far removed from us today and unknowable. It is through the work of the Holy Spirit that the Triune God reaches out to mankind today and makes Himself real. Without the Holy Spirit, there can be no true relationship with God - only lifeless and artificial forms of religion.
 
The Holy Spirit lives in all true believers and is active in their lives. It is by the Holy Spirit that we experience the Presence of God in our lives. Through the Spirit the entire Godhead works in us and through us. To help us understand the work of the Spirit, we will first learn a little more about who the Holy Spirit is and how this nature of the Godhead is defined in the scriptures.
 
A Brief Review
In RAD month three, week four, we learned that the Holy Spirit was the second Parakletos who came to live in us when Jesus ascended back to heaven. We learned that as our Parakletos, He is our Counselor, Comforter, Strengthener, Advocate, Intercessor, and Helper. He is God living in us personally, and loving us intimately.
 
Pneuma and Rauch
The New Testament word for spirit is pneuma. This is another Greek word that does not have a single corresponding word in the English language. The noun pneuma comes from the verb pneo, which means "to breathe or to blow." It is used to denote the wind, also breath, and finally spirit. The Old Testament Hebrew word for Spirit is ruach. It has the same full meaning as pneuma. By using these words to describe the Third Person of the Trinity, God has shown us some important things about the Holy Spirit. Let's look at how the definitions wind, breath, and spirit describe the Holy Spirit.
 
Wind
▸"The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit." - Jesus (John 3: 8)
 
The Spirit of God is like the wind in many ways. The wind blows where it will, and no one can stop it. It is completely beyond our control. The wind is invisible and is only recognized by its movement. We know the wind is blowing because we hear the sound, we feel the force of the breeze, and we see the trees bend and the leaves fly. Yet the wind itself we never see. The wind is also incredibly powerful. In the form of a tornado or a hurricane the wind uproots trees and blows down houses.
 
Like the wind, the Spirit moves as He wills, and is completely beyond our control. Although He is unseen, we recognize the Holy Spirit when He moves. Though He Himself is an unfathomable mystery, we see the work He is doing in our lives. The Spirit's unlimited power is seen in many ways. Like the terrible fury of the hurricane, His power can be devastating. But this mighty Spirit of God also gently and lovingly comforts and refreshes us, as a gentle summer breeze soothes and refreshes us at the end of a scorching day.
 
Breath
The Spirit is often called the Breath of God. Breath speaks of life. Living persons are said to have "the breath of life." The following verse is one good example of this:
 
▸"The Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being." (Genesis 2: 7)
 
The Holy Spirit is Life, and Life-giver. The Spirit is involved in creating life and sustaining life on the earth. In the next two verses we will see this clearly. As you read them, consider how the Holy Spirit is compared to the breath of life, and the life-giving breath of God.
 
▸"...When You take away their breath, they die and return to the dust. When You send Your Spirit they are created, and You renew the face of the earth." (Psalm 104: 29b-30)
 
▸"The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty gives me life." (Job 33: 4)
 
There is another interesting aspect of the Spirit's work which we can learn here. Both the definitions breath and wind also speak of strength or endurance. Someone who is very tired is said to be "winded," or "out of breath." You have probably heard of a tired person needing to "catch their breath," or getting their "second wind" when they find renewed strength to endure. Someone who has been hit so hard that they have no more strength is said to have had, "the wind knocked out of them." When someone "breathes their last," it is all over.
 
We have seen in this section that the Holy Spirit is Life-giver, Life-sustainer, and Strengthener. We will study many ways the Holy Spirit strengthens us later on.
 
Spirit
The words pneuma and ruach also mean spirit. This is the word which the Bible translators chose to use.
 
The word spirit is used most often to refer to the very essence of one's life. When someone dies, we say that their spirit is gone. In this definition, the word spirit indicates conscious personhood. A spirit in this sense is somebody - a person who thinks, feels, and wills.
 
The word spirit is also used to refer to a person's nature or character. A wicked person may be said to have a nasty spirit. A charitable person may be said to have a loving spirit. We have learned that the Holy Spirit is indeed a Person, and of the very essence of God. He is God Himself living and moving among us. He is also the perfect representation of God's nature and character, and He possesses all of God's infinite attributes.
 
In trying to find an accurate English translation for the words pneuma and ruach, we are at a loss. Only the English word spirit clearly shows the pneuma's personhood, so this was the word which the Bible translators chose to use. The titles "Holy Wind" or "Holy Breath" would not have shown His Personhood and Godhood as clearly.
 
It is extremely important for us to recognize that the Holy Spirit is a Person, and to know that He thinks, feels, and wills, just as any other person. He is NOT just some great power or universal force which God uses to get His work done! Unfortunately, there are many people today who seem to believe that.
 
If someone does not think of the Holy Spirit as a Person, they undoubtedly will not think of Him as God either. This is the ultimate tragedy. Through the Person of the Spirit, the full Trinity of God draws near to us, and reveals Himself to us. If we don't believe that, we don't believe what God says in His Word, and we will not consciously experience His Presence in our lives.
 
It is very important for you to know WHY you believe what you believe. We have already seen many proofs of the Spirit's Personhood and Godhood. As we continue to study the work of the Spirit, we will see many more proofs which we have not had time to cover here.
 
Although translating the word pneuma as Spirit was the best option in showing the “Pneuma's Personhood.” There are certain disadvantages of the limited scope of this English word. Unfortunately, the word Spirit does not convey the "blowing wind" picture of power in motion in the same way pneuma and rauch did to the original readers. We also need to identify the Holy Spirit with God's awesome power in motion.
 
A Brief Summary
We have learned that the Holy Spirit is a Person, the very essence of God Himself, displaying all of God's divine attributes. We see that He is our Life and our Life-giver, and our Strengthener. We see in Him the awesome power of the invisible God in motion. The Holy Spirit is the Almighty God Himself in action.
 
The Spirit Moving Today
The Spirit is on the move in the world today, and in the lives of people all around us. He is working mightily in our lives as Christians, and we need to learn to recognize His Presence. We must learn what He is working to accomplish, and how He is going about His work. Then we will be able to cooperate with Him, and not end up resisting the work He is doing.
 
Keeping In Step With The Holy Spirit
We have already learned that the Spirit was active in the creation of all things, that He gives life to all creatures on earth. To have eternal life we must be born again by the Spirit. The Spirit is our life, and we now live by the Spirit. Paul talked about "living by the Spirit" in the book of Galatians:
 
▸"Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit." (Galatians 5: 25)
 
Once again, a quick examination of a very descriptive Greek word will help us here. The phrase "keep in step" in this verse is the Greek verb stoicheo, derived from the noun stoichos, meaning "a row." Stoicheo means "to walk in line, in order, following a leader, keeping in step." We should follow the Holy Spirit closely wherever He is leading, following His example, and keeping in step with Him.
 
To keep in step with the Spirit, we need to know what we can expect the Spirit to be doing in our lives. As we become more familiar with His work, we will learn to recognize Him working. As we recognize Him working, we will be better able to cooperate with Him, and "keep in step."
 
Our study of the Spirit's work will span a number of weeks in the R.A.D. course. But in reality, we should be learning more and more about the Spirit all our lives. We can never know all there is. The depths of the mysteries of God are quite unsearchable. After an entire lifetime of learning, we will have barely scratched the surface.
 
The Main Work of the Spirit
The main work of the Holy Spirit today is to reveal Jesus Christ to us in His glory. Without the Holy Spirit we would not know Jesus' Presence, or be able to respond to the work of love He has done for our salvation. It would be impossible for us to understand how Jesus is moving and working in our lives today.
 
Without the Spirit's revelation, Jesus would mean no more to us than the historical figure who lived 2000 years ago. The Word of God would be no more than words on paper, and all that Jesus taught would be no more than a great guideline on how to live. Thankfully, nothing could be further from the truth.
 
Jesus continues His work on earth today in the Person of the Holy Spirit. Through the Spirit Jesus reaches out to us and draws near. The Spirit reveals that Jesus is alive, that He is just as real today as He ever was, and that He is here. He stands as close as our heart's door, waiting to enter into intimate fellowship with us. Through the Person of the Holy Spirit the Words of the Bible come alive as we read, as Jesus Himself speaks to our hearts today. Something inside us leaps and sings and comes to life when the Eternal Word speaks to us. The truths Jesus taught bring us a new abundance of life and an eternal certainty that no mere book of principles for living could ever do. This is the difference between religion led by the Holy Spirit and religion without Him. It is the difference between life and death.
 
Everything that the Holy Spirit does in our lives is a result of His work of continuing Jesus' ministry. The Spirit does the things Jesus did while He was on earth and much more. Because Jesus has now been glorified again, He is no longer subject to the limits of His temporary physical existence. He now carries on His ministry of reconciliation in every believer's life through the ever-present Holy Spirit.
 
Jesus' Teachings on the Holy Spirit
While Jesus was on earth, he taught His disciples some important lessons about how the Holy Spirit would carry on His ministry after He ascended to heaven. As you look up the following verses, write down the different works Jesus taught that the Holy Spirit would perform. We will discuss these works in depth a little later. For now, we will just identify them.
 
❖Read John 14: 25-26. What two things does Jesus say the Holy Spirit will do here?
 
 
❖Read John 15: 26. What does Jesus say the Spirit will do in this verse?
 
 
❖Read John 16: 8-11. Jesus shares that the Holy Spirit will reveal the truth and convict (convince) the world of three things? What are they?
 
 
❖Read John 16: 12-15. Find four different works here that the Holy Spirit will perform.
 
 
❖Read Acts 1: 4-8. What did Jesus say would happen when the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples?
 
 
Think about these works of the Holy Spirit this week as you do the daily devo's. (We'll talk much more about the many works of the Holy Spirit later.) Think about how the Holy Spirit is active in your life now, and what it means to you that He is working. Be sure and thank Him for what He has done and what He is doing, and for His great faithfulness!
 
Day 2 Devo  –  Correct Interpretation
 
▸"All Scripture is God-breathed..." (2 Timothy 3: 16a)
 
The word breathed in the verse above is the same verb pneo which we studied this week, meaning "to breathe or to blow." Pneo is the root word from which we derive the name of the Holy Spirit, the noun Pneuma. The words God-breathed mean God-Spirited!
 
Before the Word of God became a man and dwelt among us, the Word was revealed to men by God's Spirit. After Jesus had ascended to the Father again in His glory, the Spirit continued Jesus' work in the New Testament by revealing God's Word through the men He had chosen.
 
▸"...men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit." (2 Peter 1: 21b)
 
Today the Spirit reveals God's living Word to us through His written Word in the Bible. The Spirit testifies of Jesus Christ (John 15: 26) and reveals Him to us as we read His Word. The Holy Spirit glorifies Jesus Christ as He shows us new and wonderful treasures from Him. (John 16:14). The Spirit Himself teaches us and guides us into all truth (John 14: 25-26; 16:13).
 
Because the Holy Spirit is the giver of Scripture, only He can interpret God's Word correctly. God's perfect wisdom makes no sense to the unspiritual person. Attempting to understand His ways by our own powers of natural reasoning will often lead us farther from the truth.
 
Point to Ponder
We must always rely on the Spirit to lead us as we study God's Word. If we allow the Spirit to guide us as our teacher and interpreter, we will not be deceived! He will lead us into all truth, and show us the correct way to apply the things we have learned. Only the Holy Spirit can reveal the transforming glory of Jesus Christ to us through His Words of eternal life.
 
Day 3 Devo  –  Conviction of Sin
 
▸"When He comes, He will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment." (John 16: 8)
 
When we first believed in Jesus, it was the Spirit who convinced us that we were sinners; unworthy of God's love. The Spirit convinced us of God's righteousness through Jesus' example. While Jesus was on the earth, He was the perfect standard of God's righteousness. As the Spirit now reveals this perfect righteousness of Jesus to us, we see our sin. The Spirit also convinces us of the absolute necessity that a pure and holy God must judge all unrighteousness. Nothing impure can dwell in His holy presence. In His perfect nature He must judge sin.
 
The beautiful gospel of God's love is that God Himself became a man in Jesus Christ His Son, and demonstrated the perfect standard of His righteousness, showing Himself to be sinless and undeserving of any judgment. Then Jesus willingly and lovingly accepted the guilt of all of our sins upon Himself, becoming sin for us, as the Father poured out all of His holy judgment for sin upon His own Son. Jesus bore God's judgment for our sin, the righteous for the unrighteous, so that we would never be condemned. The price is paid. God's justice is satisfied. The Spirit convinces the world of these truths today.
 
Point to Ponder
As Christians, we have truly escaped God's judgment. But the Spirit still convinces us of God's righteousness and our sin constantly. It is very important to cooperate with His work in doing this. Even though our sin is ultimately paid for, willfully harboring sin in our minds and our hearts effectively breaks our fellowship with God. If we want to know God's Presence in our lives and enjoy intimate fellowship with Him, we must be willing to put away sin. We must willingly judge our sin and put it to death whenever the Spirit reveals it. He will give us the power, if we will only let Him show us the sin that hinders us.
 
Day 4 Devo  –  Aware of His Presence
 
▸"...He will testify about Me." - Jesus (John 15: 26b)
 
The Holy Spirit testifies of Jesus Christ. He constantly reminds us and convinces us of who Jesus is, and testifies that Jesus is present. This is the Spirit's main ministry.
 
We've learned how important this ministry of the Holy Spirit is in bringing God's children to salvation. A historical record of Jesus cannot save anyone. The sinner must trust his eternal soul to the Living, All-powerful, and Ever-present Savior. The Holy Spirit reveals that Jesus is real, and that He is present.
 
As Christians, this ministry of the Holy Spirit is also crucial. We need to know assuredly that Jesus Christ is with us every moment of every day. We must be constantly reminded and convinced of this truth, even though we already know it to be true.
 
In our temptations and trying times (we call these times "trials"), the difference between victory and defeat is knowing Jesus' Presence. Left to ourselves, we can only fail. With Jesus in control, we can have victory. Although Jesus is always present, we must know it and count on it. We won't trust Him if we don't believe His is there.
 
We should live our whole lives knowing Jesus is present. If you were standing before His throne in heaven in holy glory, would you tell a dirty joke? Would you use profanity? Of course not. Now think about the way you live when you're NOT in church. Would your actions grieve Jesus or bring Him joy? Would you do and say all the same things if you knew He was present?
 
Point to Ponder
Jesus is present. Everywhere we go, and in everything we do, Jesus is there. He sees every action, hears every word, and knows every thought. As you pray today, ask the Spirit to reveal Jesus' Presence to you everyday, and to help you live your life knowing He is near!
 
Day 5 Devo  –  The Spirit is Moving
 
The Holy Spirit is the All-powerful God in motion. The Spirit is always active, always working, always moving. He is never idle.
 
Remember that the Holy Spirit is like the wind in many ways. The wind is completely beyond our control. We cannot decide which direction the wind will come from, or how hard it will blow. All we can do is study the wind's movement, and try to learn from it. But control it? Never.
 
Although we cannot control the wind, we can take advantage of the wind's awesome power. We can use the force of the wind to produce energy to accomplish many things. But we can only use the wind's power in the direction it is already blowing. The wind will not alter its direction to suit our purposes.
 
A great example of this truth is seen when studying a sailboat. The wind will not take the boat in any direction the boat wishes to go. If the boat tried to sail into the wind, the wind would only blow the boat backwards. For the boat to harness the wind's great power to propel it, it must travel in a direction that is harmonious with the wind's direction. The more directly the boat travels in the direction the wind is blowing, the more power the boat will have behind it, and the faster it will go.
 
Point to Ponder
The Spirit is like the wind, and we are like sailboats. As we steer in the direction the Spirit is moving, He empowers us and activates us. But we cannot expect the Spirit to always take us wherever we want to go! We must learn where and how the Spirit is moving, and then move in the same direction He is! When we're led by the Spirit, we experience God's awesome power in our lives.
‣"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you..." - Jesus (Acts 1: 8a)
 
Day 6 Devo  –  The Glory Revealed
 
In the Old Testament, God chose to reveal His glory to the nation of Israel in various ways. As they traveled through the wilderness after leaving captivity in Egypt, the Lord led them by a pillar of fire by night and pillar of smoke during the day. In the Holy of Holies, where only the high priest could enter with the blood of the yearly sacrifice for sin, the blinding glory of God sometimes descended and filled the temple. This radiance was so intense that the priests could not even remain inside the outer rooms of the temple. On one occasion, the Lord revealed the "after-glow" of His glory to Moses. Though God shielded the man in a small mountain cave to protect him from the devastating radiance, Moses' shining face was so frightening to the Israelites that Moses wore a veil over his face to hide the glory of God from them!
 
▸"Today the glory of God is not manifested just in occasional physical phenomena as it was then. Today the glory shines in all who believe. As the Holy Spirit of God enters us in His fullness, the glory of God is revealed in us, as it was in the Temple of Israel before. Now every believer is a Temple of the Living God." (I Corinthians 6: 19)
 
▸"He will bring glory to Me..." - Jesus (John 16: 14a)
 
Point to Ponder
The glory of the Lord is evidence of the Spirit's Presence. Only the Holy Spirit can reveal the Living Lord Jesus to us, and only through His supernatural revelation can we begin to perceive our Lord's true majestic beauty and awesome eternal glory. We worship Jesus because His true glory has been revealed to us, and because we are awed and amazed by who He is. We will see more and more of His wonderful attributes day by day as we allow the Holy Spirit to lead us and fill us. And as we see Him more and more clearly, His eternal glory transforms us!
❖Read 2 Corinthians 3: 18.
 
Day 7 Questions  –  Week 1 (The Holy Spirit... part 2)
 
Take your time and answer the following questions. You may look back at the study if you like. 
 
 
1)What are the three definitions of the word Pneuma?
 
 
 
 
 
2)Why is it important to know that the Holy Spirit is a person?
 
 
 
 
 
3)Why is it important for us to learn how the Holy Spirit wants to work in our lives?
 
 
 
 
 
4)What is the main work of the Holy Spirit?
 
Day 8 Study  –  The Spirit in the Old Testament
 
We've seen the coming of the great promise which the Old Testament believers looked forward to and hoped for. The New Testament came with Jesus' incarnation, sacrificial death, resurrection, and ascension. Just as we look back to Jesus' sacrifice and resurrection, living by faith in His work for us, the Old Testament believers looked forward to the promised coming of the Messiah who would set them free, and lived by faith in the work that He would do. In this sense, they were justified by their faith in God's provision for their forgiveness, just as we are today.
 
The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament
The Holy Spirit was active in many ways throughout the Old Testament, and He continues to do many of the same things in our lives today. But now, as New Testament believers, we also have received wonderful new promises regarding the Holy Spirit's work in our lives which the Old Testament believers had not yet experienced. To better understand the Holy Spirit's New Testament ministry, we will first look at His work in the Old Testament. We've already seen the Holy Spirit as Creator, Life-giver and Life - sustainer. (For review, see Month 3, week 1 and Month 4, week 1.) Rather than going over this again, we'll move on...
 
Leadership and Special Abilities
The Holy Spirit was actively involved in the leadership of Israel in the Old Testament. He gave special knowledge and abilities to those He had chosen, to enable them to carry out those responsibilities He had entrusted to them. We'll look at a few examples of the Spirit's anointing and empowering for leadership, beginning with Moses...
 
There came a time when the burden of leading and judging the nation of Israel was too much for Moses to handle by himself, and he needed help. The Lord told Moses that He would raise up seventy elders to assist him. They would handle the bulk of the day to day decisions and free Moses to handle the most important matters.
 
▸"The Lord said to Moses: "Bring Me seventy of Israel's elders who are known to you as leaders and officials among the people. ...I will take of the Spirit that is on you and put the Spirit on them. They will help you carry the burden of the people so that you will not have to carry it alone." (Numbers 11: 16a, 17b)
 
It required much more than just a natural leadership ability to govern God's people for Him. A godly leader had to have the Holy Spirit empowering him for the job! This is still very true today. The person who would be a leader of God's people must be filled, led, and powered by the Holy Spirit! There is no other way to be a godly leader.
 
There were many ways that the Holy Spirit enabled God's leaders in the Old Testament. Let's look at Joshua...
 
▸"Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the Spirit of wisdom... (Deuteronomy 34: 9a)
 
Joshua was Moses' successor as Israel's leader. We see here that the Holy Spirit filled him and gave him wisdom. Although there is much worldly wisdom that can be learned, true godly wisdom only comes from the Spirit!
 
Israel often had enemy nations that oppressed them. As long as they loved God and trusted Him for deliverance, He faithfully raised up leaders to go to battle. Before the time of the kings. These leaders were called "judges." It was the Holy Spirit who gave them courage and power for victory. One such Spirit-powered leader was Othniel. 
 
▸"The Spirit of the Lord came upon him, so that he became Israel's judge and went to war. The Lord gave Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram into the hands of Othniel, who overpowered him. So the land had peace for forty years, until Othniel son of Kenaz died." (Judges 3: 10-11)
 
There are many other examples of Spirit-led military leadership, and miraculous victories God brought about. But there were also times when the Israelites rejected God, and didn't look to Him. Sometimes they sought help from other nations or made deals with their oppressors. The results were always disastrous. There's no substitute for the Spirit's power, and no real victory without Him!
 
One of the judges of Israel, Samson, was actually empowered with supernatural strength. Once he single-handedly overpowered a thousand men! Let's read about it...
 
▸"As he approached Lehi, the Philistines came toward him shouting. The Spirit of the Lord came upon him in power. The ropes on his arms became like charred flax, and the bindings dropped from his hands. Finding a fresh jawbone of a donkey, he grabbed it and struck down a thousand men." (Judges 15: 14-15)
 
After many victories, Samson became careless and disobedient to the Lord. His great strength left him as the Holy Spirit departed. His enemies blinded him and bound him, and the great Samson was taken captive a weak man.
 
The Spirit's anointing was not a permanent promise. The man who received such a commission from God was required to be faithful and obedient. Otherwise, the Spirit removed His anointing. One example of a king who disobeyed God and lost his Spirit-anointing was Saul.
 
▸"Because you have rejected the Word of the Lord, He has rejected you as king." - Samuel, speaking to Saul (1 Samuel 15: 23b)
 
▸"Now the Spirit of the Lord had departed from Saul..." (1 Samuel 16:14a)
 
Saul's successor was King David, a man who loved God greatly. Nevertheless, there was a time when he sinned greatly against the Lord, and was worthy of great punishment. But the punishment that David feared most was the possibility of the Holy Spirit leaving Him. Let's look at a small part of David's famous prayer of repentance...
 
▸"Create in me a pure hear, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from your Presence, or take you Holy Spirit from me. Restore to the joy of Your salvation..." 
(Psalm 51: 10-12a)
 
God honored the prayer of this humble, broken man, and restored the precious intimate fellowship he had lost. This is the same David who wrote most of the beautiful devotional verses in the Psalms. He was also used by the Holy Spirit to record many of the most detailed prophecies of the coming of the Messiah. And last, but far from least, the promised Messiah was born of this bloodline.
 
The Holy Spirit also empowered certain individuals with skill, ability, and knowledge in various crafts, Let's look back to the time of Moses, and the tabernacle of God...
 
❖Read Exodus 31: 1-6. What abilities had the Spirit of God filled Bezalel with?
 
 
Perhaps the most important lesson about the Spirit's anointing in the Old Testament is found in the story of a man named Zerubbabel. This man had the difficult task of supervising the rebuilding of the temple of God, destroyed by the invading armies of Babylon years earlier. This work was hampered in many ways and eventually stopped by the enemies of the Lord who fought against its completion. In the midst of deep discouragement and despair, a prophet named Zechariah brought a message from God promising the Spirit Himself would overcome all obstacles of the enemy. In the powerful anointing of the Holy Spirit, Zerubbabel joyously finished the work.
 
"This is the Word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,' says the Lord Almighty. What are you, O mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become level ground. 
 
▸"...The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this temple; his hands will also complete it. Then you will know that the Lord Almighty has sent me to you." (Zechariah 4: 6b-7a, 9)
 
Today this important lesson hasn't changed. We can never accomplish God's will by our own power, no matter how well-intentioned we may be. And we can never defeat the enemy who wants to overcome us by our own might. To rely on our power or might in any situation will surely result in failure. Yet in the Powerful anointing of the Holy Spirit, we are enabled to do all that our Lord desires of us, and all the power of the enemy can not stop Him.
 
Prophetic Leadership
Certain men in the Old Testament were chosen to receive special revelation from the Holy Spirit and to communicate these truths to the nation of Israel, and sometimes to other nations as well. It was largely through these prophets that God made Himself known. The Holy Spirit filled these men who were chosen, and through them communicated God's Word.
 
Many men who were not known as prophets were given a specific prophecy at a certain time, but they were not continually given these revelations. Other men seem to have been the recipients of a more ongoing kind of prophetic calling, and indeed it became their single profession, and their life's work.
 
When God called Ezekiel to be His prophet, He showed the man a vision of His awesome glory. Ezekiel did the only reasonable thing - he fell face down on the ground in terror.
 
▸"As He spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I heard Him speaking to me." (Ezekiel 2: 2)
 
The beginning of any prophet's ministry was hearing the Word of the Lord, and being filled with the Holy Spirit. No man decided on his own to become a prophet of the Lord. When God called a prophet, the Holy Spirit filled him, and the Word spoke to him.
 
▸"The Spirit lifted me up and brought me to the exiles in Babylonia in the vision given by the Spirit of God. Then the vision I had seen went up from me, and I told the exiles everything the Lord had shown me." (Ezekiel 11: 24-25)
 
In this verse, we learn that the Spirit of God gave the prophets their visions. He directed them to those people who were to receive the message.
 
❖Read 2 Samuel 23: 2. How does David say the Spirit worked through him?
 
 
Through the prophets, the Spirit brought God's Word to the people, He revealed many important things to them.
 
❖Read Nehemiah 9: 30. How does this verse tell us that the Spirit worked through the prophets?
 
 
To admonish someone is to warn them. The Spirit often reminded the people that the results of their disobedience would be tragic, and pleaded with them to repent.
 
❖Read Micah 3: 8. What did the Spirit empower Micah to declare to the nation of Israel?
 
 
Through the prophets, the Spirit often confronted Israel with their sin. He warned of inevitable judgment if the people chose to reject the God who loved them. The ungodly leaders were never fond of this kind of message, and usually did not listen.
 
The Spirit often used the prophets to teach the people about Him, and to direct them in His ways. Unfortunately, the people usually did not accept the Spirit's message, and never found the peace that God promised His people.
 
▸"And now the Sovereign Lord has sent me with His Spirit. This is what the Lord says - your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: I am the Lord your God, who teaches you what is best for you, who directs you in the way you should go. If only you had paid attention to my commands, your peace would have been like a river, your righteousness like the waves of the sea." (Isaiah 48: 16b-18)
 
Messianic Prophecies
The prophets often spoke of the promised Messiah, and the salvation to come. The perfect accuracy of the multitude of Scriptures which were fulfilled by Jesus at His first coming attests to their Author.
 
❖Read 1 Peter 1: 10-12 carefully. In verse 11, who predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glory to come?
 
 
In verse 10, we see that the prophets "searched intently" trying to find the exact time and details of the visions of the Messiah which were revealed to them. In the beginning of verse 12, what was the answer revealed to them?
 
 
At the end of verse 12, who are still intrigued by the salvation mystery, and long to look into these things?
 
 
Scripture
The inspired Scriptures that make up our Bible today were given by the Holy Spirit. The Spirit was active throughout the Old Testament, as He progressively revealed the wonder of God and His plan of salvation for us through the many different kinds of writings which He inspired. Our Old Testament is made up of the books of the law, historical books, books of poetry, and books of prophecy. You should remember this verse in 2 Timothy from our day 2 devo:
 
▸"All Scripture is God-breathed (God-Spirited) and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness..." (2 Timothy 3: 16)
 
Notice the things this verse tells us that the Scriptures are useful for. These are the same things that the inspired messages were useful for when they were first given by the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament. Just in looking at the messages of the prophets in this week’s lesson, we’ve seen this.
 
Individual Response to God
The Spirit of God leads men to the knowledge of God, and draws them into fellowship with Him. In the Old Testament, the Spirit was also active in this way. Without the Holy Spirit, no one can seek God or understand His ways.
 
❖Read Job 32: 8. What did Elihu realize that the Spirit of God gives a man (or woman)?
 
 
❖Read Nehemiah 9: 20. Why are we told that God gave the people of Israel His Spirit?
 
 
❖Read Psalm 143: 10. What work of the Holy Spirit did the psalmist pray for in his life?
 
 
We have seen in the last three verses that the Holy Spirit's personal work in the Old Testament included giving God's people understanding, instructing them, and leading them in God's ways. When God's people followed the leading of the Spirits, He guided them into the peaceful rest of God, and showed Himself strong in their behalf.
 
▸"...They were given rest by the Spirit of the Lord. This is how You guided Your people to make for yourself a glorious name." (Isaiah 63: 14b)
 
God often brought painful discipline upon His rebellious people Israel for their wicked ways, yet He always gave them the promise of restoration and full forgiveness when His fatherly discipline had done its work. He promised that by His Spirit He would do a transforming work in their lives, producing a new nature, a new tenderness and sensitivity to Him, moving them by His Spirit within them to love Him at last.
 
▸"I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws." (Ezekiel 36: 26-27)
 
The whole conclusion of these laws which the indwelling Spirit would move Israel to keep is this:
 
▸"Love the Lord you God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." - Jesus (Matthew 22: 37-40)
 
We'll talk more about the Holy Spirit during our daily devo's. The Holy Spirit is working in our lives right now in many of the same ways that He worked in the Old Testament. Next week we'll explore the Spirit's exciting New Testament promise which we enjoy today.
 
Day 9 Devo  –  Everywhere I Go I See You!
 
"Everywhere I go, I see you." These profound words from a beautiful song point to an important reality. To those who's eyes have been opened by the Holy Spirit, God's glory can be seen everywhere, and His Presence known in every situation. David also knew this wonderful perception of God's Presence through the Hold Spirit...
 
▸"Where can I go from Your Spirit? Where can I flee from Your Presence?" (Psalm 139: 7)
 
David then went on to say that everywhere he went, God was there. We know certainly that God is ever-present, and that through the Holy Spirit, He is always with us. Why then do we recognize His Presence so little of the time? Why don't we see Him everywhere we go, in everything we do? To answer these questions, we need to ask ourselves another question: How are we looking for Him?
 
If a detective was assigned to go out to the streets to find a missing person, the first thing he would do is to learn all he could about the one he was searching for. He would need to know what activities he was involved in, etc. He would get as much information as he could to help him recognize the person he sought. A smart detective would solicit the help of someone who personally knew the missing person. The personal friend can recognize their loved one much quicker that the person who only knows of them. There's no way to "learn" the bond of a personal friendship.
 
Point to Ponder
It is important to learn all we can about God - who He is, what He does, what He feels ... But most importantly, we must know Him personally through the Holy Spirit. Then we won't be looking for Someone we have only heard about or studied; we'll be looking for a familiar Friend, One who we know intimately. When we know Him that well, we'll be able to recognize His Presence anywhere, and say also; "Everywhere I go, I see You."
 
Day 10 Devo  –  The Witness of the Spirit
 
▸So Pharaoh asked them, "Can we find anyone like this man, one in whom is the Spirit of God?" Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Since God has made all this known to you, there is no one so discerning and wise as you. You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people are to submit to your orders." (Genesis 41: 38-40a)
 
Pharaoh was not a Jew, or a worshiper of the one true God that the Jews worshipped. He was the king of the idolatrous nation of Egypt, and worshipped many false gods. He was not looking for the Lord, but God revealed Himself to him anyway, through a young Hebrew named Joseph. Pharaoh saw in Joseph a wisdom and a power that transcended anything he had ever seen before. He saw a mysterious understanding of the mind of God and His purposes. What Pharaoh saw in Joseph was the Spirit of God. Pharaoh had such a respect for this supernatural Presence, and such confidence in the anointing which God had given to Joseph, that he made Joseph the ruler over all Egypt, second only to himself.
 
Joseph himself was a slave, sold into captivity by his own brothers, framed for attempted rape, and wrongly imprisoned in Egypt. These are certainly not very good qualifications to become prime minister of a large and wealthy nation. It was the Spirit in Joseph that enabled him to be an effective witness of the one true God. Even the idolatrous Pharaoh recognized this Spirit in Joseph.
 
Point to Ponder
To be effective witnesses of Jesus Christ, we must have the witness of the Holy Spirit in us. Our abilities alone cannot show the world God's Presence or lead anyone into His fellowship. If we are filled with the Spirit, others will recognize and respond to the One living in us.
 
Day 11 Devo  –  Sent in the Spirit's Power
 
▸"And now the Sovereign Lord has sent me with His Spirit." (Isaiah 48: 16b)
 
▸"I am filled with power, with the Spirit of the Lord..." (Micah 3: 8a)
 
Here we see a spiritual principle that was true in the Old Testament, and is still true today. God always sends the workers He has chosen to use with His Spirit empowering them and leading them. God never sends anyone out to serve Him by their own power of wisdom. Sometimes we try to serve God according to our own ideas of what to do. Although many times we think we know exactly what God wants of us, we are often wrong. It is the Spirit of God in us who leads us and guides us into the work God is calling us to do. Without the Spirit's leading, we miss many opportunities to be used by the Lord for His glory. We can also waste our time and efforts trying to accomplish something God is not leading us to do.
 
Another necessity for God's service is the special empowering of the Holy Spirit. Without the power and endurance the Spirit gives, we can never finish the work God has given us to do. There are many forces that seek to stop God's work, and many disheartening and discouraging things will tempt us to give up. But those who have the Spirit's anointing for the work will endure to the end and ultimately be triumphant. When they are weary, they will find strength and encouragement from above, and the Holy Spirit Himself will work wonderfully on their behalf.
 
Point to Ponder
Remember Zerubbabel. In the enemies' opposition and his deep despair, God's awesome power was shown. God's message to Zerubbabel is also His message to us today:
‣"Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit," says the Lord Almighty." (Zechariah 4: 6b)
 
Day 12 Devo  –  Jars of Clay
 
▸"But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us." (2 Corinthians 4: 7)
 
A jar beautifully crafted of finest gold would have great value in itself, even if it were empty. Not so with a cheap jar made out of clay. The only thing that makes a plain jar very valuable is when something valuable is stored in it.
 
We now live in frail, imperfect and breakable vessels, possessing no great value or beauty in ourselves. But when the light of the Gospel of Jesus shines in our hearts, we are made alive by the Holy Spirit living in us. We then become like plain jars of clay filled with priceless treasure. Though we're nothing much in ourselves, we have God's Spirit filling us, making us special jars indeed.
 
God purposely chose to put His Spirit in plain people so that others may see Him. The world notices this treasure in us only because clay jars command so little attention. In jars of clay, God's power and glory can be clearly seen. The Bible is full of "clay" people who weren't much by themselves, but the Lord chose to reveal Himself mightily through them. When the Holy Spirit filled them and empowered them, they were changed. They became flood lights of the awesome glory and power of God. 
 
We have looked briefly at some of the "clay" people in the Old Testament and how the Spirit of God filled them and worked in their lives. We will study many more examples of "clay" people in both the Old and New Testaments.
 
Point to Ponder
Think about how the Lord has worked in your life since you became a Christian. Can you see that you are like a clay jar without Him? Think about the treasure of His Holy Spirit that now dwells in you. How has His all-surpassing power been seen in your jar of clay?
 
Day 13 Devo  –  Insurmountable Odds
 
We see many times throughout the Bible that God worked great miracles in the face of seemingly insurmountable odds. When it seemed there was no chance of victory, God showed His sovereign power and glory clearly.
 
God didn't just wait for the odds to be stacked against His people to show His Spirit's power in their lives - He often greatly stacked the odds against them purposely! He wanted His people to have no choice but to completely trust Him, knowing they had no chance of victory without Him. He also wanted the victories He gave them to be indisputably miraculous, so that the people could never say later that they had done it themselves by their own power and wisdom. There are many examples of God stacking the odds this way and then blowing away the competition! Just to list them all would take some time.
 
One great example to study is that of the man Gideon. Gideon was a man who realized that He was nothing without God's power. Compare God's assessment of Gideon with Gideon's assessment of Himself:
 
▸"The Lord is with you, mighty warrior." - God (Judges 6: 12b)
▸"But Lord...how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family." - Gideon (Judges 6: 15)
 
Gideon's assessment of Himself was true. But God's assessment was also true! God saw something that Gideon did not yet see. God saw what Gideon would become in the anointing of the Holy Spirit!
 
▸"Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon..." (Judges 6: 34a)
 
Next, notice the odds against Gideon and the men of Israel. The enemy armies numbered at least 135,000 men (Judges 8:10). In contrast, the men of Israel which responded to Gideon's call to battle numbered 32,000. Although these odds were already pretty poor, the Lord told Gideon that he had too many men. God was making sure Israel would not boast about their great victory, but that they would glorify Him. God purposely stacked the odds against them, until victory was absolutely impossible by human power.
 
❖Read Judges 7: 1-8.
 
After God got done whittling down Gideon's army of men, they numbered only 300! Think about it - 300 men against an army of 135,000! What kind of person would face those insurmountable odds? The answer is clear - Only the one who completely trusted the Word that God had spoken, and who was filled with the power of the Holy Spirit!
 
Point to Ponder
In our lives we'll often run into situations where insurmountable odds face us. But if we know that God is leading and directing us, we also know that He will give us the victory through the power of the Holy Spirit in us! Remember Jesus' words about the Holy Spirit in John 16:14: "He will bring glory to Me..." The Spirit often glorifies Jesus in our lives by teaching us to trust Him in the impossible situations. To really help us learn these lessons well, He often stacked the odds against us before He gives us the victory. He wants us to know that we didn't overcome by our own power or wisdom! What kind of person will face the insurmountable odds? The answer is clear - only the one who completely trusts the Word of God, and is filled with the Holy Spirit!
 
Day 14 Questions  –  Week 2 (The Spirit in the Old Testament)
 
Take your time and answer the following questions. You may look back at the study if you like. 
 
 
1)Name some way that the Holy Spirit equipped people for leadership in the Old Testament.
 
 
 
 
 
2)Name some way that the Holy Spirit worked through the prophets in the Old Testament.
 
 
 
 
 
3)Name some ways that the Hold Spirit worked personally in the lives of Old Testament believers.
 
 
 
 
 
4)Using either the story of Zerubbabel (Day 11 Devo) or the story of Gideon (Day 13 Devo), explain how God guided and provided a miracle through faith in the face of insurmountable obstacles.
 
Day 15 Study  –  Baptized and Filled
 
In the last week we read about a time when God put His Spirit on seventy elders, so that they could assist Moses in leading the nation of Israel. An interesting error occurred at this time. Two of the seventy elders did not make it to the "ordination" ceremony. When the group of elders gathered, the Spirit of God came upon them and they prophesied. The two elders who remained in the camp also received the Spirit at the same time, and started prophesying right where they were. Someone ran and told Moses about this, and his faithful aide Joshua was very upset.
 
▸"Joshua, son of Nun, who had been Moses' aide since youth, spoke up and said, 'Moses, my lord, stop them!' But Moses replied, 'Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the Lord's people were prophets and that the Lord would put His Spirit on them!'" (Numbers 11: 28-29)
 
Moses seemed to know exactly what God's plan was. When Jesus died on the cross, the veil into the Most Holy Place in the temple was torn in two from the top to the bottom, signifying that the way had been made for all people to come into the presence of God by the blood of Jesus. No more animal sacrifices or priestly intercession was necessary. Jesus is our Sacrifice and our High Priest forever. Along with the fulfillment of Jesus' ministry came the promise of the indwelling Spirit of God for all people, just as Moses longed to see so long ago.
 
▸"For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour out My Spirit on your offspring, and My blessing on your descendants." (Isaiah 44: 3)
 
God revealed through Isaiah that future generations of the nation of Israel would know this blessing of God's Spirit poured out on all. Though the time of this prophecy was not specific, the Jews understood that this promise was somehow linked to the coming of the Messiah.
 
▸"And afterward, I will pour out My Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on My servants, both men and women, I will pour our My Spirit in those days." (Joel 2: 28-29)
 
Joel's specific prophecy about this outpouring of the Spirit began on the Day of Pentecost shortly after Jesus' ascension to heaven in glory.
 
❖Read Acts 2: 1-47 carefully.
 
In verses 16-18, Peter explains that this outpouring of the Spirit was the fulfillment of what was spoken by the prophet Joel. At the end of verse 18, Peter again stresses the promise about prophesy (adding to what Joel originally spoke) to emphasize the explanation for what was happening in verse 11. The apostles were "declaring the wonders of God." This is actually a large part of New Testament prophecy. Revelation 19: 10 tells us that "the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." In the Old Testament the prophets' testimony about Jesus always focused on what He was going to do, and this involved the foretelling of future events. In the New Testament, the prophets' testimony is largely based on what Jesus has already done for our salvation. The filling of the Spirit at Pentecost gave the believers great power to testify of Jesus and declare God's wonders to everyone.
 
In Acts 1: 8, Jesus had spoken of this new witnessing power the apostles were going to receive.
 
"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
 
This witnessing power brought great boldness, and ability to better communicate God's truth. But more than that - the Spirit gave the apostles a special anointing of power and authority to speak God's Word. These Spirit-filled men were not explaining their personal theological opinions or commenting on the day's events. They were speaking the message that God Himself gave them by His Spirit now indwelling them. This is the difference between prophesy and just talking about God. The prophet speaks what the Spirit has given them to say, whether in future fore-telling (as often seen in the Old Testament) or in present forth-telling (usually what is seen in the New Testament), the prophet speaks from God, as led by the Holy Spirit.
 
The Spirit confirmed that these prophetic declarations of the wonders of God were indeed given by Him, and not contrived by the speakers, by speaking through the apostles in languages which they had never spoken before! It was a well known fact that the apostles were simple and uneducated men - they were certainly not experts in a multitude of languages and dialects. Yet people from many different countries and regions heard these prophetic statements in their own native languages! There can be no doubt at all about Who was really speaking here!
 
We will study spiritual gifts, including prophecy and different tongues in a future week. As my good friend Pastor Bob Beeman would say - "Hold that thought!"
 
One other dramatic result of the filling of the Spirit at Pentecost was the great unity among the believers. In verses 42-47 we see a kind of love and devotion to God and to each other that is rarely seen today. This section is a wonderful Bible study all by itself. We'll talk much more about this Spirit-filled unity later on in this book.
 
We have already learned that all believers receive the indwelling Holy Spirit when they are born again, and there is no exception to this rule. Yet all Christians are certainly not filled with the Spirit, as a trip to any local church will soon reveal. To better understand this, we need to clarify the difference between being "Baptized with the Holy Spirit", and being "Filled with the Holy Spirit." On the Day of Pentecost, the apostles were both "baptized: and "filled" with the Holy Spirit at the same time. This is not always the case, however.
 
Spirit-Baptism and Spirit-Filling
❖Read the following Scriptures carefully:
 
▸"I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come One who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire." 
- John the Baptist (Matthew 3: 11)
 
▸"On one occasion, while He [Jesus] was eating with them, He gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift My Father promised, which you have heard Me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." (Acts 1: 4-5)
 
▸"For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body - whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free - and we were all given the one Spirit to drink." - the apostle Paul (I Corinthians 12: 13)
 
First let's clear up some translation confusion. Look back at the last three Scriptures. Notice that John and Jesus both speak of being baptized WITH the Spirit, but Paul speaks of being baptized BY the Spirit. You will also hear people speak of being IN the Spirit. All of these words (with, by, in) are the same Greek word. There is no difference. It doesn't matter at all whether you say you're baptized with the Spirit, by the Spirit, or in the Spirit.
 
Next, look back at I Corinthians 12: 13. The apostle Paul says that we were all baptized and all given the same Spirit. He does not refer only to certain special believers, but he clearly means all who have believed. This letter was written to a large church, and all of the members were not spiritually healthy at the time. Some of these people were way out of step with the Spirit, to say the least, and they were certainly far from being filled with the Spirit. Clearly this Spirit baptism is what includes us into the body of Christ, and is necessary to salvation. In Romans 8: 9 it was also Paul the apostle who said:
 
"If any man does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ."
 
We have already studied the absolute necessity of the Spirit for salvation in month 3, week 4, pages 51-53. As a result of this, and as a result of what we have studied in this week so far, we can make some conclusions: We have seen that (1) all true believers have been baptized by the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ, (2) that this happens at the time of conversion, when we are born again, and (3) to be baptized by the Spirit does not necessarily mean that we are filled with the Spirit. All believers have the Spirit indwelling them, but most are not filled!
 
Many people today experience a wonderful filling of the Holy Spirit which happens at some time after conversion, and they often call this filling "the baptism of the Holy Spirit." Many people (including myself!) have had these powerful experiences, but it is probably more appropriate to call these occurrences "fillings" than it is to call them "baptisms." Paul the apostle made it clear that there is really only one baptism:
 
▸"There is one body and one Spirit - just as you were called to one hope when you were called - one Lord, one faith, one baptism: one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all." (Ephesians 4: 4-6)
 
Some people teach that the baptism in the Spirit must happen some time after conversion. They point out that there was a time delay between the apostles' conversion and the baptism by the Holy Spirit. Yet the reason that the apostles were not baptized in the Spirit at the moment of their conversion is clearly explained in the Bible:
 
▸"Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him." By this He (Jesus) meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified." (John 7: 38-39)
 
We see here that Jesus had to be glorified before the promised indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Jesus first had to ascend back to the Father and retake His rightful place in glory as Ruler of all. We also studied this in Month 3, week 4: "...unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you." - Jesus (John 16: 7b)
 
In Acts 2: 32-33, Peter also understood this, and explained it to the multitude on the day of Pentecost: "God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. Exalted to the right hand of God, He has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear."
 
Now that Jesus had ascended and was glorified, the promise of the indwelling Holy Spirit became a reality for all believers. In the case of the apostles, they received the baptism (the indwelling) and the filling of the Holy Spirit at the same time - soon after Jesus was glorified. Today we do not have to wait for the baptism of the indwelling Spirit - it happens when we first believe. But the filling of the Holy Spirit may not happen at that time. Often it takes longer for us to be filled with the Holy Spirit! We'll talk about some of the reasons for this later.
 
Many Fillings
Another aspect of post-conversion filling experiences is that there are often many of them. If a believer only expects the filling of the Holy Spirit once, they're probably missing out! Many wonderful and transforming encounters with the Holy Spirit should characterize the Christian life. There is one baptism, but there are supposed to be many fillings! In Ephesians 5: 18, the apostle Paul encourages us to "Be filled with the Spirit." This is an ongoing instruction - Keep being filled!
 
Looking back again at the book of Acts, we see that the same disciples who were filled with the Spirit in Acts 2: 4 were filled again in Acts 4: 31!
 
▸"After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the Word of God boldly.: (Acts 4: 31)
 
We see conclusively that the Spirit's filling is not a one-time occurrence. Like the first Spirit-filling on Pentecost, the immediate result of this second filing was that the disciples had great boldness to proclaim the Word of God! This is one evidence of true Spirit-filling.
 
Another evidence of true Spirit-filling which we see here again is the great unity among the believers. We read about it in the next verse:
 
▸"All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had." (Acts 4: 32)
 
Lastly, remember the great anointing of power and authority that the apostles received at Pentecost to testify of Jesus Christ. We see this same grace given again at this second filling:
 
▸"With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all." (Acts 4: 33)
 
Looking Back at the Old Testament Saints
We saw (in the last week) that in the Old Testament the Holy Spirit was rarely given on a permanent basis. The Spirit came upon chosen people at special times to enable them for difficult tasks. But there were only a few special people who knew the Spirit's constant indwelling. These were the people who had made the Lord their dwelling place. They prized the indwelling of God's precious Holy Spirit as a greater treasure than anything the world had to offer. These devoted saints alone knew the permanence of the Spirit's indwelling.
 
The Spirit was not given to all believers in the Old Testament. Many Old Testament saints who put their faith in God's coming provision for their salvation did not ever know this blessed indwelling. They were "saved," it's true, but they looked anxiously forward to the promise of the Spirit being poured out on all flesh. How they must have wished that they could be alive when that prophecy was fulfilled! How they must have wished that they could be one of the people who would know the outpouring of the Spirit!
 
As you read the following verses, think about the special treasure we were given as New Testament believers, and how we sometimes take it for granted. How much the Old Testament saints would have loved to be in your shoes!
 
▸"And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever - the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept Him, because it neither sees Him or knows Him. But you know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you." (John 14: 16-17)
 
▸"...God has poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us." 
(Romans 5:5b)
 
▸"The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children." (Romans 8: 16)
 
▸"...Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you..." (I Corinthians 6:1 9b)
 
▸"Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance..." (Ephesians 1: 13b-14a)
 
▸"He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior." (Titus 3: 5b-6)
 
▸"We know that we live in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit." (I John 4:13) 
 
The verses you've just read tell a wonderful story! God's Spirit renews us and transforms us into living temples for Him to dwell in forever. The Spirit's abiding presence in our hearts is proof that we are truly one with God, and we will never be separated from Him. The Holy Spirit in us is God's seal of ownership and His guarantee that we are His possession. We can be certain of our salvation and our inheritance as His children. He pours out His Spirit generously on us, filling us with His boundless love. The indwelling Spirit produces a strong bond of love with our Eternal Father, and a kindred communion among our brothers and sisters that even the closest families on earth never know.
 
We'll be studying the Holy Spirit and His New Testament work during the daily devo's this week! Remember that you should also be reading through the New Testament everyday on your own! If you haven't read through it yet, get going! Also - if you haven't read the Acts of the Apostles by now, you're probably not understanding some of the things we're talking about!
 
Day 16 Devo  –  The Power to Witness
 
▸"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." (Acts 1: 8)
 
When the apostles received the indwelling Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the immediate result was great boldness to testify of Jesus Christ and His resurrection. Without this power that the Spirit gives for witnessing, we cannot be truly effective. We may greatly desire to be faithful witnesses for the Lord, but when the opportunity comes to share the message of His love, we often lose our nerve. The fear of rejection or ridicule is quite enough to shut us up if we are not secure in the Spirit's power.
 
The apostles also faced similar problems with their fears. Before the coming of the Spirit many of them fearfully hid their faith to avoid persecution. But in the power of the Spirit, these same men became bold and effective witnesses. They stood before the powerful council of the Sanhedrin, which had condemned Jesus Christ and sent Him to die, and boldly proclaimed that He was the Messiah, and that God had raised Him from the dead.
 
❖Read Acts, Chapters 3 & 4. (This is longer than most of our daily readings, but you'll find it won't take that long!)
 
Point to Ponder
The trials and persecutions that the early believers endured were much harder than what most of us have to face. Many Christians today worry about a little ridicule or rejection as if it was their execution. Where is the boldness that filled the apostles as they faced high priests, governors, and kings? That same boldness is available to us today by the indwelling Holy Spirit. If the apostles received the power to stand before great persecutions with boldness and joy, surely the Spirit will give us abundant power to be faithful witnesses for Jesus today!
 
Day 17 Devo  –  The Words to Speak
 
"Oh no! What will I say? How do I begin? I don't know how to witness! I don't know what to say!" Guess what - neither did the apostles! They had no clue how to be effective in witnessing. But they had Jesus' promise that the Holy Spirit would give them everything they needed to do the job! The Lord not only promised them boldness to stand in the midst of persecution, but He promised that the Spirit would give them the words to say also!
 
▸"On My account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you." (Matthew 10: 18-20)
 
▸But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 
(Luke 21: 14-15)
 
Point to Ponder
This promise is also for us today! We may not be arrested and on trial before kings, but we are still His witnesses! Jesus is not telling us there's anything wrong with being ready to give a response to those who question us. He is telling us not to worry about it. We don't trust in our ability to defend Christ's Gospel, as if He needed us to. We must trust that the Spirit in us will give us the wisdom and the words He knows we need in each situation we encounter. The Spirit often brings to memory what we have learned in God's Word, and gives us His wisdom to apply it in our witnessing! Let Him lead your witnessing!
 
Day 18 Devo  –  The Apostle Peter
 
We talked in our day 16 devo about the new power the apostles received to be witnesses. Today let's look a little closer at the apostle Peter. Before the indwelling of the Spirit, this man could always be counted on to say or do the dumbest things. Even when Peter said or did something very right, he usually followed it up with something very wrong. Let's look briefly at two incidents:
 
1)Early in His ministry, Jesus once asked the disciples who they thought He was. Peter replied that He was the Christ, Son of the Living God. Jesus then told Peter that it was the Father who had shown him this. This probably left Peter feeling like he could do no wrong. Soon after, Jesus predicted His death and resurrection. Peter rebuked Him, saying that it would never happen! (Matthew 16: 13-27)
 
2)On the night of His arrest, Jesus predicted that all the disciples would betray Him. Peter told Jesus He was wrong, and swore that even if everyone else betrayed Him, he would not. Peter even said he was ready to die with Him! But before morning, Peter had become the greatest traitor of them all, publicly denying three times that he even knew Jesus! (Matthew 26: 31-35 & 69-75)
 
There's a wonderful ending to this story of a foolish and frightened man. When the Holy Spirit filled Peter, he was miraculously changed! Peter became one of the boldest and most faithful witnesses of all the apostles, testifying fearlessly before rulers and authorities, and rejoicing to be worthy to suffer for the Lord's sake! When Peter was finally crucified for his faith around 64 A.D., he insisted on being crucified upside-down, saying that he was not worthy to die in the same fashion as his beloved Lord. This was not the same man. The old man Peter had already died many years before. The real Peter joyfully stepped through the doorway into eternity, into the glorious Presence of the One he had loved for so long.
 
Point to Ponder
Are you more like the old Peter or the new? Do you see this transforming power in your own life? Have you been filled with the Spirit? Are you praying to be filled?
 
Day 19 Devo  –  Spirit Filled Unity
 
In Acts, chapters 2 & 4, there were certain effects of the filling of the Spirit. One effect was that the Spirit brought great unity and love among the disciples. Looking at the unity of many "Spirit- filled" people today, it makes you wonder...
 
Today there are many different ideas about the filling of the Spirit and what the results are. Some believe that the Spirit-filled person should worship with excitement and emotion; others demand a quiet and organized discipline in their worship. Having different ideas is not a problem! The problem is that too many people want to fight about it! Sometimes the arguments can get pretty ridiculous. Some teach that if you don't speak in other tongues you can't really be filled; others teach that the gift of tongues today comes from demons! I think we're seriously missing the point.
 
The real fruit of the Spirit is love and unity. Nowhere in the Bible do we see the filling of the Spirit causing all the believers to argue and fight like children. Nowhere do we see the Spirit leading believers to despise others and go to war to prove them wrong. We see that the coming of the Holy Spirit broke down all the barriers between the believers and brought great love and unity among them. As a result, the world saw the love of Jesus displayed in the believers' lives and knew that He was real!
 
Point to Ponder
Today the world doesn't see the love and unity of the Spirit in many believers. Our fighting about Spirit-filling today would seem damnable to the early believers. And it seems pretty stupid to anyone today who really knows the filling of the Holy Spirit! The true test of Spirit-filing is the love and unity the believers display! Those who are causing fights and divisions in Christ's body over personal opinions still have a long way to go.
‣"But the fruit of the Spirit is love ... Keep in step with the Spirit." (Galatians 5: 22a, 25b)
 
Day 20 Devo  –  Stay Filled
 
We have read Paul's instruction in Ephesians 5: 18 to "be filled with the Spirit." This is an ongoing instruction: keep being filled! The same disciples who were filled in Acts, chapter 2, were again filled in Acts, chapter 4. This new filling was not just a coincidence, they prayed for it! It hadn't been long since the filling at Pentecost, and they had been boldly witnessing and living in unity. But they still found it necessary to pray again to be filled.
 
As believers, the Holy Spirit does not leave us. But we may not always be filled with the Spirit - that is up to us. We do not stay filled with the Spirit automatically, we should continually pray to be filled. The Spirit wants to fill us always, but He will not force Himself upon us. He waits for us to desire Him more than anything else, and to surrender ourselves to His leading. We must be willing to reject the things that grieve Him, and pursue a holy life, so that we can be suitable temples for Him to dwell in.
 
Some people today who have been wonderfully filled with the Spirit in the past are not longer filled. They may have become proud, self-confident, or self-satisfied. They may have become pre-occupied with the things of the world, or have let some hidden sin reign in their lives untouched. When the Spirit is continually resisted and grieved, He can not abide in His fullness.
 
Some people are trying to live on a past experience that they haven't known for some time. Our walk with the Lord is supposed to be based on much more than a memory! We are supposed to know His Presence everyday! We are supposed to stay filled with the Spirit!
 
Point to Ponder
Remember that the Spirit's desire is to fill us continually. If we're not filled, it's not because God doesn't want us to be. We should always pray to be filled and led by the Spirit, asking God to show us anything that's hindering us!
‣"Do not put out the Spirit's fire." (I Thessalonians 5: 19)
 
Day 21 Questions  –  Week 3 (Being Baptized & Filled)
 
Take time and answer the following questions. You can look back at the study if you like. 
 
 
1)How many times are we baptized by the Holy Spirit? Please explain.
 
 
 
 
 
2)How many times are we filled by the Holy Spirit? Please explain.
 
 
 
 
 
3)What were the immediate effects of being filled with the Holy Spirit in both Acts chapter 2 and chapter 4?
 
 
 
 
 
4)Name some of the benefits you have as a New Testament believer which most Old Testament believers did not experience.
 
Day 22 Study  –  What Hinders Us?
 
▸"Do not put out the Spirit's fire." (I Thessalonians 5: 19)
 
In some other versions of the Bible, this verse is translated as "Do not quench the Spirit." In the same way that a bucket of water will quench a fire, certain things will put out the Spirit's fire in our lives. So what is the Spirit's fire?
 
 
We've seen that God has repeatedly revealed Himself through fire. When He appeared to Moses, it was in a fire. When He led the Israelites through the wilderness, it was in a pillar of fire. When He appeared on Mount Sinai, there was fire. John the Baptist spoke of Jesus baptizing with the Holy Spirit and with fire. When the Spirit came and filled the apostles at Pentecost, fire rested upon each of them. One apostle encouraged us not to think that our fiery trials are strange, but rather to compare them to the refining process of fine gold or silver.
 
We can briefly sum up the significance of fire in representing God in these ways:
 
1)Fire represents the Presence of God.
 
2)Fire represents purification.
 
These are the main works of the Spirit in our lives. The Spirit seeks to reveal the Presence of God to us in real living experience. He also seeks to purge the impurities from our lives and make us holy, as our Father is holy. These works are inseparably linked together. As the Presence of God purifies us, our purification helps us to realize the Presence of God. The Spirit is actually working from these two directions at the same time.
 
On the one hand, the Presence of God reveals His perfect holiness, and shows us our deep rooted sin. In the same way that the refining fire of the furnace separates impurities from purest gold, God's awesome glory burns away the impurities from our lives as we fix our gaze on Him. On the other hand, the purifying of our hearts makes it possible for us to know the Lord's Presence. As He purges the sin from our hearts, which blinds us and separates us from Him, His constant Presence becomes a reality.
 
Keeping in step with the Spirit means working with Him, and following His leading in these areas. We must seek to cultivate the perception of God's abiding Presence at all times. We must also cooperate with the Spirit's refining work in us, examining ourselves daily, confessing and forsaking the sin that the Spirit reveals, and allowing Him to purify us. We can not do any of this by our own power, as you should well know. Our part is always to cooperate with Him and not resist His power working in us. We must be willing to let Him do His work and to be glorified as He wishes in our lives. When we resist His working and do not cooperate with Him, we are quenching the spirit. We are fighting against Him as He tries to reveal God's Presence and purify our hearts.
 
There are two main ways in which we quench the Spirit: 
 
1)We take our eyes off of the Lord, and look to other things that severely distract us. When we choose to focus on things that displease Him, rather than looking to Him in all things, we cannot recognize His Presence.
 
2)We hold on to sin in our hearts which grieves Him, and ignore His conviction when He tries to show us the problem. When we resist Him like this, we seriously hamper His purifying work in our lives.
 
In this week we'll look at a few examples of ways in which we may resist the Spirit and put out His fire in our hearts. Because we only have a few pages, we'll look at hindrances that seem to be the most common. We'll look at some pet sins people often don't want to give up, and at some problems which people often do not recognize as the severe hindrances that they really are. As you prayerfully study God's Word everyday on your own, He will surely show you much more than we have time to cover here.
 
Intoxication
▸"Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit." (Ephesians 5: 17-18)
 
Trying to be filled with the Spirit while we are filled with drunkenness and debauchery is plain foolishness. A modern dictionary defines the word debauchery as "gross indulgence on one's sensual appetites." All intoxication is debauchery, whether induced by alcohol or by other drugs, because it indulges our sensual appetites, and it will lead us into even greater debauchery.
 
All intoxication has the same effect - Spiritual emptiness. We cannot be filled with intoxication and be filled with the Spirit also. As you read the following verses, remember that the effects of drunkenness are also effects of all intoxication.
 
▸"...Wine and new wine take away the heart and the mind and spiritual understanding." (Hosea 4: 11 AMP)
 
❖Read Isaiah 5: 11-12. At the end of verse 12, how does Isaiah describe the attitude of habitual drinkers?
 
 
❖Read Proverbs 20:1. What does this verse call wine and beer?
 
 
Where do wine and beer lead?
 
 
More On Other Drugs
The problem of drug use is dealt with in the New Testament as part of a larger evil that has existed for thousands of years. In the NIV, this practice is called witchcraft and magic arts. (In the NKJV & NASV it is translated sorcery.)
 
In Galatians 5: 19-21, where Paul lists the acts of the sinful nature, we find a reference to witchcraft. In Revelation 9: 21, John speaks of those people who refused to repent of their magic arts. Again in Revelation 22: 15, John identifies certain lost souls as those who practiced magic arts. In all three of these verses, we are talking about drug use.
 
Another Greek word study is necessary here. The Greek word that is translated witchcraft and magic arts in these verses is the word Pharmakia. This is the Greek word from which we get our English words pharmacy and pharmaceutical. Our pharmacies today are actually named after the witchcraft and sorcery of the past!
 
In the time of the apostles, drug use was a major part of the sorcerers' ceremonies. The mental, emotional, and physical state of the participants was altered by the various types of drugs that the sorcerer gave them. This altered awareness was one of the main reasons that the sorcerer's tricks had the appearance of "magic". Many people who participated in these occult ceremonies must have done so just because of the intoxication they experienced. Many could only obtain they drugs they wanted from the sorcerer.
 
Once again, when we read about witchcraft in the New Testament, we are often talking about drug use. Since drug use was (and is) so conducive to witchcraft and sorcery, it's no wonder that it is so contrary to being filled with the Spirit! Drug use will completely distract you from focusing on Jesus Christ. It will open you up to many other kinds of temptations as well, and will largely take away your power to resist them. It's no wonder the sorcerers thought drug use was so important in their occult rituals. It blinded and weakened their victims!
 
Sexual Immorality
The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.
 
▸"...He who sins sexually sins against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body." (1 Corinthians 6: 13b, 18b-20) 
 
Our bodies are meant to be the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. Through the filling of the Holy Spirit, Jesus wants to live in us in all of His fullness. This is how Jesus wants to come to us and be intimate with us now, while we are still on this earth. He deeply desires our love and devotion, and wants us to be completely sanctified (set aside) for Him alone. Just as a bride pledges that she will be faithful to her husband forever, we should love Jesus enough to be faithful to Him. In a very real spiritual sense, He is our husband, and we are His bride. We are to be completely devoted to Him alone, enjoying a private and wonderfully intimate relationship with Him.
 
▸"As a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you." (Isaiah 62: 5b)
 
God created mankind male and female and joined them in the permanent bond of marriage for a special reason. This human love relationship was established to testify in some small way of the kind of relationship we will have with Jesus for all eternity. Our marriage relationships on this earth are supposed to be patterned after the example of our eternal relationship with Jesus. We are to be joined together permanently and intimately, and we are to be faithful to our partners for life. This faithful commitment pleases the Lord, who has also chosen us to have the same kind of relationship with Him forever!
 
If you have sex outside of marriage, or you are unfaithful to your marriage partner, the One you have really been unfaithful to is your eternal Husband, who loved you deeply enough to give His life for you. If you are spiritually "sleeping around" on Jesus, you are hurting Him deeply, and the intimacy of your relationship with Him will suffer greatly. Be faithful!
 
▸"I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to him. But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent's cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ." 
- the apostle Paul (2 Corinthians 11: 2-3)
 
Notice that Paul talks about our minds being led astray. This is where all sin begins! Thinking about sin is the first important step towards the action. In the case of sexual sin, Jesus told us that a man who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed sexual sin with her in his heart! (Matthew 5: 27-28) We must be very careful not to dwell on sexual thoughts or fantasies in our minds. Pornography and sexually explicit movies, etc. are major stumbling-blocks. The only good advice is: Don't!
 
Remember, we cannot expect to be filled by God's Holy Spirit if we fill ourselves with sexual sins against Him.
 
Divisions
▸"And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God..." (Ephesians 4: 30a)
 
Many of us have a hard time realizing that we can actually grieve the Holy Spirit. We think that because He is all-powerful and infinite, He is somehow immune to feelings. Nothing could be more untrue. The greatest depth of emotion we can imagine is nothing compared to the boundless ocean of pure emotion the Spirit feels for us.
 
As you look up the following verses, you will see some specific things that deeply grieve the Holy Spirit, but all of these things can easily be summed up in one word - divisions. You will also see some specific things that please the Spirit, but all of these things can also be summed up in one word - love. We are all called to be united as one in the body of Christ, and to live in God's perfect love.
 
You should remember from the last week that the filling of the Holy Spirit always brought great love and unity. Since one of the main works of the Holy Spirit when He fills us is to produce unity, it makes perfect sense that willfully destroying the unity of the body of believers seriously grieves the Spirit, and will keep us from being filled!
 
❖Read Ephesians 4: 30-5:1 carefully. List the things in verse 31 which grieve the Holy Spirit.
 
 
 
What are we told to do with those things that grieve Him?
 
 
What do verses 4: 32-5:1 tell us we should do instead?
 
 
Why should we be forgiving each other?
 
 
Why should we live a life of love?
 
 
❖Read Ephesians 4: 2-3. In verse 3, what should we make every effort to do?
 
 
In verse 2, how does Paul tell us that we should do this? List the four ways.
 
 
 
▸"The fruit of the Spirit is love..." (Galatians 5: 22a)
 
▸"God has poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit..." (Romans 5: 5b)
 
By this time, some of you will be saying to yourselves, "How can I possibly change myself and get rid of all my bitterness? How can I possibly just 'turn on' God's love and forgiveness for everybody? I feel helpless!"
 
We truly are helpless to change ourselves. Only God's Spirit in us can make those miraculous changes we desire and fill us with His supernatural love. He doesn't expect us to fix all the problems before He fills us. He'll do that! He simply expects us to cooperate with Him! It's one thing to wish that the Spirit would fill us and change us, but it's quite another thing to want it enough to yield ourselves to Him. It takes some of us a along time to get to the point where we're sick enough of our mediocre Christian lives that we'll finally give ourselves fully to the Holy Spirit.
 
The Holy Spirit does the work, but we must be willing. He blazes the trail, but we must follow. He sets the pace, but we must keep in step. He guides and directs our progress, but we must obey.
 
Disobedience and Rebellion
❖Read Acts 5: 32. To whom does God give the Holy Spirit?
 
 
❖Read John 14: 15-17. In verse 15, to whom will the Father give the Counselor, the Spirit of truth?
 
 
I Peter 1: 2 tells us that we have been:
 
...Chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ...
 
God chose us and the Holy Spirit sanctified us (set us apart) for obedience to Jesus Christ. We glorify God in our lives and testify of His grace toward us by our obedience to Him. When we are willfully disobedient, we are rebelling against the work of the Spirit in our lives. Remember, the Spirit's work is to bring us into obedience to Jesus Christ. If we resist His work, we certainly cannot expect Him to fill us!
 
A Few More
Although time would fail to list all of the ways we can hinder the filling of the Holy Spirit, we have covered some of the major problems.
 
Some of the other hindrances to watch out for are pride, self-confidence, self-righteousness, self-satisfaction, self-centeredness, selfishness, spiritual laziness, impatience, fear, worry, unbelief, dishonesty, law-breaking, desire for recognition, desire for power, greed, love of money, love of possessions, trusting in earthly resources, trusting in our own wisdom or understanding, trusting in our own good works, and loving this sinful world.
 
Sound complicated? If you had to watch out for all these things on you own, it would be more than complicated - it would be impossible! But remember that it is the Holy spirit who does the work, As we stay focused on Jesus, the Holy Spirit will show us those things which hinder us everyday. He will speak to us through God's Word in the Bible, and He will bring the Word to memory when we need a warning. He wants to fill you, and He wants you to stay filled! So listen to Him, and obey Him!
 
Some Great Advice to Meditate on...
▸"Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to Him as instruments of righteousness." (Romans 6: 13)
 
▸"Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God - this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed..." (Romans 12: 1-2a)
 
We'll be studying more about the filling of the Holy Spirit during the daily devo's this week. Next month we'll study much more about the Holy Spirit's work, including spiritual gifts! 'Till then, here's your homework: BE FILLED!
 
Day 23 Devo  –  Be Honest
 
Harboring sin in our hearts will always hinder our relationship with the Lord, and keep us from being filled with the Holy Spirit. Many times when we harbor sin we actually don't see it. Our hearts are chronically deceitful, and we often fool ourselves. We keep ourselves from really examining the sin that dwells in us. We aren't being honest with ourselves!
 
▸"The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it? I the Lord search the heart and examine the mind..." (Jeremiah 17: 9-10a)
 
The Lord wants to reveal the things in our hearts which hinder us from the close personal fellowship of the Spirit's filling. Without His searching of our true motivations, we are completely blind to what we're truly made of. We must let Him lead us to realize and repent of the things that grieve Him. He'll overcome those things if we honestly confess and surrender them to Him. The important question to ask is, "Why don't we let the Spirit do His revealing and cleansing work? Why do we refuse to honestly look at the things He is showing us?"
 
One big reason for our evasion of God's searching and purifying work is fear. We're afraid that if we really look at the wickedness that dwells in us, we will not find enough forgiveness and grace to overcome it. We're afraid that looking at this ugly monster will be the death of us. We imagine that we will be left in the depths of utter despair to suffer and die. This is simply not trusting God. God has promised that He will always forgive and cleanse us from sin whenever we are willing to confess it!
 
Point to Ponder
❖Read I John 1: 9 and then act on it! Be honest with God (and yourself) about your sin. His is faithful!
 
Day 24 Devo  –  Humble Yourself
 
Yesterday we saw that we are often dishonest with ourselves and God about sin that dwells in our hearts, which hinders us from being filled with the Spirit.
 
One reason for our dishonesty is pride. Seeing our true state will be a most humbling experience. We will be forced to admit that without Jesus we are wicked and worthless people in ourselves. We will be forced to return to a complete dependence on Jesus' righteousness only. Only in Jesus do we have any real value and purpose. Only by His indwelling Spirit do we find anything good and profitable in ourselves. If we are willing to humble ourselves to our proper place before the Lord, He Himself will honor us and bless us, and the Holy Spirit will be pleased to fill us abundantly.
 
God has clearly demonstrated that He only wants to bless us and raise us up, not put us down. Though we are formed from the dust, He values us so dearly as His children that He was willing to die for us. Though we deserve nothing, He has freely given us all things as our inheritance. Though by ourselves we are nothing, He wants us for His own priceless treasure, to love and cherish forever. The only reason we are valuable is because God is in love with us! He has surely proven it. Knowing this, we should be quick to humble ourselves before the One who loves us so dearly, knowing He only wants to bless us. Our pride destroys our intimacy with Him and grieves the Holy Spirit who wants to fill us!
 
Point to Ponder
‣Thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: "I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also who is of a thoroughly penitent and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble..." (Isaiah 57: 15a AMP)
 
Day 25 Devo  –  Joy and Thankfulness
 
▸"Be filled with the Spirit. Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." (Ephesians 5: 18b-20)
 
▸"Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. Do not put out the Spirit's fire." (I Thessalonians 5: 16-19)
 
To be filled with the Holy Spirit, we must be willing to respond to His leading. Knowing how the Spirit is leading us helps us prepare to follow Him. When we're unwilling to go where He's leading, we prevent Him from filling us.
 
The verses above portray a vivid picture of the Spirit-filled life. We see that God wills for us to be a joyful and thankful people constantly praying and praising the Lord. We should always have songs of worship and praise in our hearts for our King. and we should be happy to share our joy with others, and lift them up also. Being filled with the Spirit involves all of these things.
 
Point to Ponder
Ephesians 5: 18-20 encourages us to be filled with the Spirit, and explains the attributes of the Spirit-filled life. Being filled by the Spirit means embracing these godly attributes, and cooperating as He works to produce them is us. I Thessalonians 5: 16-19 again encourages us to embrace these Spirit-filled attributes, and warns us not to put out the Spirit's fire, but to let Him do His work! He wants to set your whole life ablaze with His radiant joy and thankfulness! Don't fight Him by holding on to a gloomy, pessimistic, complaining or judgmental attitudes. Be joyful! Be thankful! Pray always! Encourage others! Praise Him!
 
Day 26 Devo  –  The Thought Life
 
▸"Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if anything is excellent or praiseworthy - think about such things. ...And the God of peace will be with you." (Philippians 4: 8, 9b)
 
Many times we grieve the Spirit of God by focusing on things that are displeasing to Him. If we willfully concentrate on sinful and sensual things, we can't focus on Jesus.
 
We cannot look in two different directions at the same time. If we choose to look at the ungodly things the world offers, we must look away from Jesus. We also cannot travel in two different directions at the same time. The direction that the world and our human nature will lead us is exactly opposite from the direction that the Holy Spirit is leading us. We can't go both ways at the same time. it is always an "either/or" type of decision.
 
Too many Christians are trying in vain to have a little of Jesus, and also a little of the world; a little of His righteousness and holiness, and also a little sensual pleasure; a little godly love, and also a little anger or bitterness. These compromises never work. One of our choices will always take precedence over the other. If you make a practice of regularly looking away from Jesus to think about worldly things, you may soon find yourself not looking at Jesus or thinking about Him at all.
 
Point to Ponder
The way to overcome ungodly thoughts is to fill yourself with godly thoughts. There will always be trials and temptations, to be sure, but if you develop a habit of thinking about spiritual things and always focusing on Jesus, you will be victorious. If you'll fill yourself with thoughts that are pleasing to God, God will fill you with Himself, through the Holy Spirit!
 
Day 27 Devo  –  The Love of Christ
 
▸"I pray that out of His glorious riches He may strengthen you with power through His Spirit in your inner most being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God." (Ephesians 3: 16-19)
 
The Holy Spirit strengthens us with supernatural power to be able to know the infinite love of Christ. His love has no limits or boundaries. Our own love has very definite limits. No matter how much you love someone, there are many things they could do to you to make you love them less. Our love is always somewhat dependent on another's response. This is not true with God's love. His love is unconditional. He loves us just because He wants to. He loved us when we were lost in sin, and He loves us now in spite of all our sins and shortcomings. The blood of Jesus covers all the offenses that could have separated us from God's love. His love has triumphed.
 
Point to Ponder
The blood of Jesus also covers all of the offenses of others against us. The love of Jesus must triumph in us also, and overcome the limits of our imperfect love. The Holy Spirit wants to fill us with Jesus' unconditional love! When He fills us, He brings supernatural power to overlook others' faults and offenses, and love them anyway, as Jesus does! God is love - perfect and enduring love. When we let the Spirit fill us with His perfect love, then we will know what it means to be filled with the fullness of God.
 
Day 28 Questions  –  Week 4 (What Hinders Us)
 
Take your time and answer the questions on the answer sheet. You can look back at the study if you like
 
 
1)Why are alcohol and drugs such major hindrances to being led and filled by the Spirit?
 
 
 
 
 
2)Why does sexual sin damage our intimacy with the Lord so severely?
 
 
 
 
 
3)Why does division and strife among believers grieve the holy Spirit so deeply?
 
 
 
 
 
4)What problems hinder you most in being filled with the Spirit?
 
 
 
 
 
5)How do you plan to deal with them?
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